Non-domestic Rates Valuations (Coronavirus)
Bill

[AS INTRODUCED]

LEGISLATIVE COMPETENCE

At Introduction the Minister of Finance had made the following statement under section 9
of the Northern Ireland Act 1998:

“In my view the Non-domestic Rates Valuations (Coronavirus) Bill would be within
the legislative competence of the Northern Ireland Assembly.”

SECTION 63 RECOMMENDATION

The Minister in charge of the Bill, Mr Conor Murphy, has made the following
recommendation as required under section 63 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998:

“As Minister of Finance, | recommend the Non-domestic Rates Valuations

(Coronavirus) Bill to the Assembly as is required by section 63 of the Northern
Ireland Act 1998.”
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Non-domestic Rates Valuations (Coronavirus)

BILL

TO

Vary the application of Article 39A of the Rates (Northern Ireland) Order 1977 in
consequence of matters attributable to coronavirus; and to confer power to make
equivalent provision for other infections or contaminations.

B E IT ENACTED by being passed by the Northern Ireland Assembly and
assented to by Her Majesty as follows:

Non-domestic rates valuations: effects of coronavirus to be disregarded

1.—(1) For the purposes of the application of Article 39A of the Rates Order
(valuation of hereditament) to the net annual value list that came into force on 1st
April 2020 and to each subsequent net annual value list, the matters mentioned in
paragraph (1A) of that Article are to be treated as not including, and as never
having included, any matter directly or indirectly attributable to coronavirus.

(2) For the purposes of this section, matters attributable to coronavirus include
(but are not limited to) anything done by any person—

(a) with a view to compliance with any statutory provision which concerns the
incidence or spread of coronavirus,

(b) with a view to compliance with any other statutory provision for reasons
relating to the incidence or spread of coronavirus, or

(c) in response to, or otherwise in consequence of, any advice or guidance
given by a public authority relating to the incidence or spread of
coronavirus.

(3) The Department of Finance may by regulations amend this section so as to
apply it to any other infection or contamination to which a matter of a kind
referred to in subsection (2) is attributable, whether instead of or in addition to any
infection or contamination to which this section for the time being applies and
with or without retrospective effect.

(4) Regulations may not be made under subsection (3) unless a draft of the
regulations has been laid before, and approved by a resolution of, the Assembly.
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(5) In this section—

“coronavirus” means severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-
CoV-2),

“net annual value list” has the same meaning as “NAV list” has in the Rates
5 Order,

“the Rates Order” means the Rates (Northern Ireland) Order 1977, and
“statutory provision” has the meaning given in section 1(f) of the

Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954.
Commencement and short title
10 2.—(1) This Act comes into operation on the day after Royal Assent.

(2) This Act may be cited as the Non-domestic Rates Valuations (Coronavirus)
Act (Northern Ireland) 2021.
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A Bill to vary the application of Article 39A of the Rates (Northern Ireland) Order 1977

in consequence of matters attributable to coronavirus; and to confer power to make
equivalent provision for other infections or contaminations.

Introduced by: Mr Conor Murphy, Minister of Finance
On: 15 November 2021
Bill Type: Executive Bill

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS
An Explanatory and Financial Memorandum is printed separately as
NIA Bill 44/17-22 EFM.
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