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Chairman/Chairlady, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am CK Chan, the Head of Trade Controls of the Customs and Excise
Department of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the
People’s Republic of China. It is my great honour to be here today to
attend the seventeenth session of the Conference of the States Parties to

the Chemical Weapons Convention.

Hong Kong has been a Special Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China since 1997. In accordance with the “One Country,
Two Systems” principle enshrined in the Basic Law, the Central People’s
Government has extended the application of the Chemical Weapons

Convention to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is
fully committed to fulfilling the obligations of the Chemical Weapons
Convention. I am pleased today to brief the Conference on the

background and development of our implementation of the Convention.

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government passed the
Chemical Weapons (Convention) Ordinance in 2003. The Ordinance
came into effect in 2004. It prohibits the use, development, production,

acquisition, stockpiling, retaining and participating in the transfer of a



s B

chemical weapon. Infringement of the provisions in the Ordinance is a
criminal offence. The maximum penalty is life imprisonment upon

conviction on indictment. -

The Ordinance provides Hong Kong Customs with extensive enforcement
powers, including the powers to investigate suspicious cases; enter and
search premises, vehicles, vessels or aircrafts; seize and forfeit offending
articles; and arrest and prosecute persons who violate the Ordinance.
They are authorised to inspect chemical facilities subject td the permit and
notification system. The Ordinance also empowers Hong Kong Customs
to grant the necessary rights to the OPCW Secretariat’s inspection teams
to conduct inspections at relevant facilities in Hong Kong pursuant to the

Convention.

In order to control and monitor the production and related activities
pertinent to scheduled chemicals as well as unscheduled discrete organic
chemicals under the Ordinance, the Trade and Industry Department of the
- Hong Kong-Special Administrative Region administers a comprehensive
.permit and notification system. Under f:he system, no person shall
produce, acquire, retain, use, transfer or consume a scheduled chemical
more than the prescribed amount unless a permit has been obtained from
the Trade and Industry Department. All permit holders are required to
provide periodic reports of the relevant production activities to the Trade
and Industry Department. An operator of chemical facilities is also
required to notify the Trade and Industry Department if the production of

unscheduled discrete organic chemicals exceeds the relevant threshold.

Moreover, the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative

Region forwards relevant information to the Central People’s Government
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regularly for making annual declaration to the OPCW. Our latest position
is that there is no production or storage of chemical weapons and no
declarable chemical facilities in Hong Kong. We only have a small
amount of trade activities involving scheduled chemicals, which are

imported mainly for local research or industrial uses.

Our comprehensive control system and vigorous enforcement on
chemicals under the scope of the Chemical Weapons Convention
underline our commitment to the effective implementation of the
Convention in Hong Kong. We also attach great importance to close
cooperation with the international community to combat chemical
weapons proliferation. We will continue to make every effort to help

curb proliferation of chemical weapons and related materials.

Thank you.
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