RANK and FILE COMIMITTEE of the BONUS MARCHERS
(Representing Bighteen States) :

July 8, ¥ 98 &
Washington, D.C.

To: Vice-President Curtis and Speaker of the House, Garner:

We, the Rank and File Committee, representing veterans, from eight-
een states, assembled at Constitution Ave. and 15th St. and also
assembled on the Capito]l grounds, protest against the abrogation
of the Right to Petition Congress. This right was abrogated by the
refussl of Vice-President Curtis and Representetive Garner, Speaker
of the House, when our Committee was denied the right to march on
the Capitol and present our petition. ;

Our Petition in Part Contains the Following;—

1. We decmand that Congress appropriste the $100,000
proposed loan to the vete¢rans, for trensportation
to send them home, to feed and shelter the vet-
erans in Washington.

2, Veterans will prescnt & bill to Congrcss for the
cash payment of the Bonus which will first be a-
dopted by the Conference of the Rank and File.

3, Congress must not sdjourn before legislation is
enzcted for the immediate cash payment of the
Bonus. :

The action denying us the right of petition is not only a further
ovidence that the enemies of the Bonus are putting cvery obstacle
in our way in our demand for the payment of the Bonus, but this ac-
tion now is & challenge to cvery person in the United States, By
this sction, we &re &ll told we have no right to petition Congrcss.
The ecxcuse thet & potition had alrec.dy becn submitted, gives no onc
or Congress as & whole, the right to deny further petition cven on
the same subject.

The 20,000 or morc wer velberuns in Weshington are not only demend-
ing the Bonus, which is oux buck pay, but our demund is & part. of
tho demand of the millioans of unemployed who «re hungry end who arc
storving. Congress must not .roitririly deny us this right of pe-
tition.

Since our arrivel in Woshington chout six wecks ogo, and @also in
the post, the renk and file of the vetercns have had & line-up &
geinst them of the forces of the government, the vote of the Senate
fhe veto of the Preosident of the United Stotes, the soft-soaping anc

back_petting by the "friendly" members of the House of Represcnte——.
tives. '
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Self-appointed leaders who are constantly betraying the veterans

and with the assistance and domination of the Department of Justice
Intglligence Department and the Police are trying to divide and
split the forces of the Bonus Marchers. Instructions of Waters and
other self-appointed leaders mnot to support the petition mnor to
march, further proves that this self-appointed leadership will in-—-
Ferfere with the rights of the rank and file and support the encm--
ies of the Bonus, even to deny us our constitutional rights to pe--
tition. The prcss and the radio are now instructed not to give us
publicity. Wholesale houscs of food supply are told not to give us
food and now our right to petition is being donied.

Authoritics et the Capitol by this zction give us further evidence,
which exposes them as the enemics of the veterans. Veterans were

permitted to speak at the Capitol only when it was known that they
Would not cxercise their right to petition. When the rank «nd file
wents to prescnt afpetition they c&rc rcfused. The same Congress

that told us to uphold the Constitution and be good Americens 1is
openly violeting the Constitution when they deny this right.

We will not be swayed from our objective. The vetercns will not be
storved out of Washington. The veterens will not permit their ranks
to be dividcd nor deprived of any of their rights to petition Con-
gress end will carry out the purpose which has brought them here, -
the immecdizte cash peyment of the Bonus.

We protest the denicl to us of the right to speck on the Capitol
hill end the orming of the police. This .rming of the police cnd
the denial of permission to cven swenk on the Capitol grounds waos
cn attempt to provoke the ronk and file and create a condition
whore police would immediately cttack the vetcrans. We refused to
be le.d into & trap of this kind. We crc not here to allow the
vetcrons to bec provoked by the police of the Capitel nor by the un-
precedented cction of the Vice-President end Mr. Gerner of denying
us the right of petition.

We cgein appecl to Vice-President of thec United Stetes, Mr. Curtis
and to Spccker of the House, lr. Gerner, to rescind their decigion,
in denying us the Right of Petition and that they comply with the
request thot we made in writing.

Copies of this protest will be sent to the President, the Press,the
Ways and lMeans Committee, the House of Representatives, the Finance
Committee of the Senate and to all other members of the House of
Representatives end the Scnate, urging them to rescind this denial
of the Right of FPetition.

We call on the veterans to fight for this right to petition Congress
on the Bonus and to intensify their fight for the immedisate cash pay
ment of the Bonus. We c&ll on the masses of the people to send »ro-
test to their Congressmen &and Senators ageinst this denial of the
right to petition. We cell on the various veteren orgenizutions,
Workers -cnd Tormers-organizations throughout the country, to protest
ond send resolutions supporting us in the right of petition, support-
ing us in our fight for the noyment of the BONUS- Our Back Pay.

Rank and File Committee of the
Bonus Marchers
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