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Welcome!

The Zoom webinar will begin shortly.
All participants are muted.
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What This Session Covers

e Basic research strategies
* Work back in time
* Expand from 1870 census

e African American genealogy resources
e TSLAC records
e Additional valuable records
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Texas State Library and Archives Commission

* Mission:
* Provide Texans access to needed information
Preserve the archival record of Texas
Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

* Service Areas:
 Reference and Information Center
* Texas State Archives
 Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)

Visit our website:
www.tsl.texas.gov
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Notes on Terminology

* Please note that the terminology used to describe slavery and enslaved
individuals may include certain offensive words, terms, or phrases from the time
periods of the resources being discussed.

* These terms are used only when citing directly from primary sources, or in
reference to proper names of records, events, or concepts.

* Throughout this presentation we use the phrase “enslaved person”, “human’,
“individual”, “laborer”, etc., to indicate that the condition of slavery was imposed
upon, and not inherent to, the African American individuals being discussed.

More information is on our website:

www.tsl.texas.gov/exhibits/terminology



http://www.tsl.texas.gov/exhibits/terminology
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Where to Start?

 Start from the present and work back

» Search for ancestor in every possible record
* Look for all known family members
 Document your search and results

* Think creatively: what is the connection between individual and government?

* Beware of name variations and remember records do not always reflect race
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1870 Census
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Family History in Official Records

State Records with genealogical value include:
* Military service records
* Confederate pensions
* Republic pensions
* Republic claims
* Muster rolls
* 1867 voter registration
* Confederate indigent family lists
e Convict record ledgers and conduct registers
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Post-Civil War

Voters records

Education

Banking

Land ownership

Service in state organizations such as
 State Police
* Legislature

* Time served in state institution such as
* State prison
* Eleemosynary (state-supported) institutions
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Voter Registration of 1867

Voter registration records
include:

* Name

* Time of residence in the
state, in the county, and in
the precinct

* Place of nativity

* When and where naturalized

e Remarks.
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Voter Regisfra’rion of 1867

SIGNATUR = GENERAL REMARKS.
NATLV K. '

More information is on our website: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/votersreg.html|



http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/votersreg.html
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Scholastic Census Records

* For early census lists, students or heads of household are named, depending on
county

 Later cards list students individually or with family, and include birthdates,
parents name, school, grade, race, and in some instances, disabilities

 Some information may be confidential under federal law protecting privacy
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Census, 1917-1918, Blanco County
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Scholastic Census Records

School records that were filmed by or transferred to TSLAC:

Anderson, Bell, Blanco, Bowie, Brooks, Brown, Caldwell, Colorado, Collin, Cooke, Coryell,
Ellis, Falls, Fayette, Gillespie, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Haskell, Henderson, Johnson, Kaufman,
Leon, Llano, Marion, McLennan, Milam, Navarro, Parker, Robertson, Shackelford, Smith,
Willacy, Wise, Young, Van Zandt, Waller, and Washington

e Paper finding aids at TSLAC available for: Bastrop, McLennan, and Milam
* Microfilm at TSLAC available for: Blanco, Caldwell, Gillespie, Guadalupe, & Llano

Additional records not filmed by TSLAC may still be held at the county level. More
information is on our website: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/local/index.html



http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/local/index.html
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Records of Teachers

Teacher certification records, on microfilm and paper
* May include address, college, age, years as teacher
* May contain test scores (confidential under state law)

Annual reports of school funds, on microfilm
* Often lists teachers and pay

Normal college records
* Reports may include lists of students, graduates
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Freedmen’s Bureau

In addition to records of local field offices and administrators, the
Freedmen’s Bureau maintained records of:

* Schools

* Marriages

* Claims

* Hospitals

* Rations

* Persons hired, labor contracts, indentures, apprenticeships
* Land

* Courts
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Labor Contract
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"Texas, Freedmen's Bureau Field Office Records, 1865-1870," images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-8?MX-WLF62cc=1989155&wc=94K7-
W36%3A266076401%2C266080801 : 22 May 2014), Richmond > Roll 25, Endorsements sent, vol 2 (147), Aug 1866-Dec 1868 > image 4 of 67; citing NARA microfiim publication M1912 (Washington
D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).
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Adjutant General Records

State Police and State Guard military rolls
* Finding aid available online: txarchives.org/tslac/finding aids/30074.xm|

Reconstruction records
* Finding aid available online: txarchives.org/tslac/finding aids/30022.xm|

Service records
* Digital images available online: www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/service/



https://txarchives.org/tslac/finding_aids/30074.xml
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/service/
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Adjutant General Records
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CONVICT RECORD OF THE TEXAS STATE PENITENTIARIES
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Convict Ledgers

* Convict Record ledgers, 1849-1954
* Ledger indexes, 1849-1970
e Conduct Registers, 1855-1945 (notes through 1970s)

More information is on our website: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/convict.htm|

* Microfilm is available for borrowing through interlibrary loan
* Digital images are available on Ancestry


http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/convict.html
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Clemency and Court Records

Pardon proclamations and applications
* Proclamation, 1846-2009
* Indexes, 1846-1970

Court of Criminal Appeals records (1892-2010)

* Index available through Ancestry or in Archives
* Case files at State Archives may include testimony from district court

Supreme Court records (1840 — c. 2005)
e Card file index to early records can be searched by Archives staff
e Case files at State Archives
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Capitol Building

Commission
Records (18s1-1888)

Payroll lists or vouchers may include the
following information:

Department or Location

Month and Year of Employment
Name of the contractor and/or subcontractor
Names of the workers

Occupation

Time worked

Hourly wage

Amount Earned

Deductions for board or time checks
Amount Paid

Signature

Remarks
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Civil War-Era Records

* Adjutant General’s Department, Confederate records, Reports of slave
Impressment, 1863, 1865
* Finding aid available online: txarchives.org/tslac/finding aids/30021.xml

Reports can include:
* Name of the enslaved
* Name of slaveholders
 Total number enslaved
 Total number in service
* Residence
 Date of hire
* Age
* Term of service


https://txarchives.org/tslac/finding_aids/30021.xml

%" Civil War Era Records
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For Use of Soldiers who are in Indigent Circumstances
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THE STA';‘]_E OF TEXAS‘[

S Confederate Pension applications: s - . I——

I do hercby make applieation to the Commissioner of Pen- i e — - q
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Pre-Civil War Records

Free persons of color were not allowed to remain in Texas unless
exempt by legislative action:

* Memorials and petitions document requests to remain in Texas

* General and special laws document Congressional response to
memorials/petitions



1

%ﬁ fwu 2 LN ; ;- Y =
70 e Snatd W [Torvadinng

Bhs oo o (O frarinlilin gt Sl of Yoo

g tile . Erutrie i Lo %r/é&c?_ et s o
Sy Fotr pRALGAs XS Ay o Sesas
/;é Cotores h—m%af:,&g pnes on s Witrs. s
eslbink o K (BT KMo Nfem 1o lask
Ple Yo, 47 P Pniertry - 'iwx@dm/
i Preazne 4'2"/{:»—%‘& b Fpecdon, st

e ccpis Hak acy L%
Laisadde Nt L a Fres

e Leakle ' duiie g fisenl
s é_f,«f. > A

Ldde Koy Erzned
G R, e

S /g,@g v ‘:'—‘ﬂm(a._

o

Memorials and
Petitions

Petition submitted by Cynthia
Ewing, requesting that her
former slave Liley or Delilah,
who purchased her freedom,
be allowed to remain in Texas.
The petition was submitted
November 1, 1847. Several
pages of signatures include
testaments to her ability as a
cook.
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Bill Files and Laws

Bill files and laws document the response by the Texas
Congress or Legislature to memorials and petitions.

TSLAC holds the bill files for Texas from this time period.

* House Bill 51, 7t Legislature in 1858 provides information about
Nancy Coleman, a free person of color, her children and
grandchildren

e Peter Allen, a free person of color, and musician with Colonel
Fannin during the Texas Revolution is described in a legislative
committee report
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Slave manifests
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The National Archives in Washington, DC; Washington, DC; Slave Manifests of Coastwise Vessels Filed at New Orleans,
Louisiana, 1807-1860; Microfilm Serial: M1895; Microfilm Roll: 27 (Bound from the port of New Orleans for the port of
Galveston, 2 July 1853)
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Local Government Records

County Records

e County Records on Microfilm: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/local/index.html
* “Locating County Records” webinar and slides: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/workshops

Tax Rolls

* All counties available in Austin

e Usually begin with creation of county

 Some counties available through 1970s

* County Tax Rolls on Microfilm: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/taxrolls.html



http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/local/index.html
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/workshops
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/taxrolls.html

Newspapers
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* “Lost Friends”

SUrLLe

MR, Epi1TOR—I wish to inquire
for my sisver, Mary Tronard. Til-
man Troanard was ber husband, and
our mother was Matilda, and father
Dick Robinson. Taey had five
children. The oldest brother was
Frederick, the next child was Mary,
then Moses, then Levi, and next
the baby Martha. We have an
uncle Levi who belonged to Gid
Leavitt, and we were all get free
in Columbus county, Alabama,
We have an uncle and aunt in
Wesat Point Ga., Harry and Anna
Zachary. My name was Moses
Ballard, but I now go by the name
of Moses Robinson. Address me
at Oalvert, Texas.

Thawra trmnak lacanna A
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For more information about newspaper research, visit our website: www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/newspapers
Please view our recorded webinar and slides on this topic: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/workshops
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https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/TDNP/
https://digital.sfasu.edu/digital/collection/RSP
https://archive.org/details/southwesternchristianadvocate?&sort=date
https://www.hnoc.org/database/lost-friends/index.html
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/newspapers
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/workshops
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Summary

e Start from the present and work back in time

* Expand research from 1870 census

* TSLAC may have records of your ancestor

* Republic-era resources covered in March 2022 webinar

* African American genealogy research guide:
www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/africanamericangenealogy
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http://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/africanamericangenealogy

AT
Pl

Contact Us

Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
Physical Address: 1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711
Phone: (512) 463-5455

Email: ref@tsl.texas.gov

Website: www.tsl.texas.gov

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center
Physical Address: 650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575
Phone: (936) 336-8821

Email: SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov

Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Like & Follow Us
@TSLAC
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