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What This Session 
Covers

• City directories at TSLAC
• City directory research
• Visiting TSLAC
• Other city directory sources



Texas State Library and Archives Commission

• Mission:
• Provide Texans access to needed information
• Preserve the archival record of Texas
• Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
• Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
• Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

• Service Areas:
• Reference and Information Center
• Texas State Archives
• Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)

www.tsl.texas.gov



City Directories at 
TSLAC

• Print and microform directories

• 285 Texas cities and towns

• 1859 – 2002

www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/citydirectories



City Directory Research

What’s in a city directory?

• Individual and/or business name
• Residence and/or business 

address
• Homeowner or resident status
• Telephone number
• Name of spouse
• Occupation

Title page from Austin City Directory, 1922. Source: TSLAC 



Early City Directories

Names
Occupations
 Approximate addresses

x No exact address
x No spouses listed
x No phone number

Clipping from Galveston City Directory, 1859. Source: The Portal to Texas History. 
TSLAC also holds a facsimile copy of this volume.



Alphabetical Listings

Clipping from Austin City Directory, 1922. Source: TSLAC 

h = householder
r = resides

wid = widow
dom = domestic

prsfdr = ?? 

• Individual and 
business listings with 
addresses

• Householders and 
residents

• Occupations and firm 
names

• Women listed with 
husbands



Address Listings

Clipping from Austin City Directory, 1922. Source: TSLAC 

• Street listings with 
individual and 
business names

• Neighborhood 
snapshot

• Cross streets
• Owners and renters

o = homeowner
r = renter

c = “colored”



Business Listings

Pages from the Waco City Directory, 1890-1891. Source: TSLAC 

• Business categories
• Business owners and 

employees
• Locations
• Product illustrations or 

photos



Other Features
• Area history, features, and 

statistics 
• Government agencies and 

officials
• Local organizations, schools, 

churches and their officials
• Local newspapers
• Illustrations and photos
• Railroads and post offices
• Maps

… and more!
Pull-out map from Galveston City Directory, 1906/07. Source: TSLAC 



Criss-Cross Directories

Clipping from Cole’s Austin Criss-Cross Directory, 1958. Source: TSLAC 

• Listings by address or 
telephone number only

• Building directory by room or 
office number

• Local, state, and federal 
agencies and officials



Visiting TSLAC
• We are open to the public!

• City directories available on-site

• Self-serve scanners

• Microform readers

• Non-flash photography



Other City Directory Sources

Ancestry.com “U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995”. Browse by 
location and year or use the index search. Available on-site 
through Ancestry Library Edition and HeritageQuest. 

Remote access to HeritageQuest is available through the 
TexShare Databases. Check with your local library about access. 
www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/databases

The Portal to Texas History’s City Directories Collection. 
Hosted by the University of North Texas. Business, legal, and 
phone directories from the 19th and 20th centuries. Free 
access is available through the Portal website. 
texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/CIT/

https://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/databases
https://texashistory.unt.edu/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/CIT/
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/databases


Other City Directory Sources
The Briscoe Center for American History holds a collection of 
telephone and city directories for most Texas cities and towns from 
the late 19th century through the present day.
briscoecenter.org/research/online-reference-tools/

Contact libraries in the area of your research about local print and 
digitized directory collections and copy services. OCLC WorldCat lists 
directories available at libraries close to you. Check with your local 
library about access options through interlibrary loan (ILL). 
www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/libsearch/
www.worldcat.org

The US Library of Congress guide to telephone and city directories in 
their collections includes general information about city directory 
research and listings by format, location, and time period.
guides.loc.gov/united-states-city-telephone-directories

https://briscoecenter.org/research/online-reference-tools/
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/libsearch/
http://www.worldcat.org/
https://guides.loc.gov/united-states-city-telephone-directories


Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701
Mail: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711
(512) 463-5455 | ref@tsl.texas.gov
www.tsl.texas.gov

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center
650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575
Mail: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575
(936) 336-8821 | SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Contact Us
Like & Follow Us

@TSLAC 

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/shc


Thank you!

Questions?
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