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What this session covers
• Governors’ records.
• Governors’ records at TSLAC.
• Access to records.
• Other collections with 

governors’ records.
• Other institutions with 

governors’ records.
• Why not all governors?



Texas State Library and Archives Commission
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas 78701

www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/visit.html

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/visit.html


Sam Houston Regional Library and Research Center
650 FM 1011 Rd, Liberty, TX 
77575Hours: Tuesday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 

and Saturday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Texas State Library and Archives Commission

• Mission:
• Provide Texans access to needed information
• Preserve the archival record of Texas
• Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
• Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
• Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

• Service Areas:
• Reference and Information Center
• Texas State Archives
• Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)

www.tsl.texas.gov

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/


Governors’ 
records



The Office of the Governor
• The governor is the chief executive officer of the state 
• Duties and responsibilities of the governor include:

• serving as commander-in-chief of the state’s military forces 
• convening special sessions of the legislature for specific purposes
• delivering to the legislature at the beginning of each regular session a report 

on the condition of the state, an accounting of all public money under the 
governor’s control, a recommended biennial budget, an estimate of the 
amounts of money required to be raised by taxation, and any 
recommendations he deems necessary 

• signing or vetoing bills passed by the legislature
• executing the laws of the state 



The records

Types of records
• Appointments
• Correspondence
• Subject files
• Requests
• Legislation
• Proclamations



The records

What the records show
• Concerns of citizens 

and elected officials
• Major events
• Inner-workings of the 

office of the governor



Texas governors
www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/governors.html

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/governors.html


Governors’ 
records at 
TSLAC



The governors
• Official records of J. Pinckney 

Henderson (1846-1847) 
through Allan Shivers (1949-
1957)

• Governor Price Daniel records at 
Sam Houston Regional Library 
and Research Center (Liberty, 
TX)

• Mark White (1983-1987)
• George W. Bush (1995-2000)

• Records at George W. Bush 
Presidential Library and 
Museum (Dallas)

• Rick Perry (2000-2015)



Finding Aids
www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/findingaids/recordsfindingaids.html

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/findingaids/recordsfindingaids.html


Access to 
records



Access: Texas Digital Archive (TDA)
tsl.access.preservica.com/tda/texas-state-government/texas-governors/

https://tsl.access.preservica.com/tda/texas-state-government/texas-governors/





Access: Texas Digital Archive (TDA)



Access: TSLAC website

www.tsl.texas.gov/governorswww.tsl.texas.gov/lobbyexhibits/governorsexhibit

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/governors
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/lobbyexhibits/governorsexhibit


Access to original records at TSLAC
www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/visit.html

• Appointment
• Photocopies
• Digitization

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/visit.html


Other 
collections 
with governors’ 
records



Other collections with governors’ 
records
• Other state agency records
• Records of other governors
• Broadsides
• Prints and Photographs collections
• Manuscript collections
• Library collections



Other institutions 
with governors’ 
records



Governors with records beyond TSLAC
• William P. Clements (January 16, 1979-January 18, 1983, and January 20, 1987-January 15, 1991)

• Texas A & M University, Cushing Memorial Library 
• James V Allred (January 15, 1935-January 17, 1939)

• University of Houston
• Ross S. Sterling (January 20, 1931-January 17, 1933)

• Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin
• Miriam A. Ferguson (January 20, 1925-January 17, 1927, and January 17, 1933-January 15, 1935)

• Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin
• Pat Morris Neff (January 18, 1921-January 20, 1925)

• The Texas Collection, Baylor University
• James E. Ferguson (January 19, 1915-August 25, 1917)

• Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin
• Oscar Branch Colquitt (January 17, 1911-January 19, 1915)

• Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin
• James Stephen Hogg (January 20, 1891-January 15, 1895)

• Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin 



Governors records not at TSLAC
• Ann W. Richards (January 15, 1991-January 17, 1995)

• Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin

• Dolph Briscoe (January 16, 1973-January 16, 1979)
• Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin 

• Preston Smith (January 21, 1969-January 16, 1973)
• Texas Tech University

• John Connally (January 15, 1963-January 21, 1969)
• Lyndon B. Johnson Library 



Why not all 
governors?



Why not?
• February 1989: Attorney General Opinion JM-1013 affirmed 

gubernatorial records were public records as defined by law.
• 1997: Section 201 added to Texas Government Code Chapter 441, 

allowing a governor to designate a repository other than TSLAC, if it is 
in the state and meets a few other criteria. 

• May 2002: Attorney General Opinion JC-0498 affirmed that even 
though the records were not in the physical custody of the state, they 
were still state records and still the ultimate responsibility of TSLAC.



Summary
• Governors’ records.
• Governors’ records at 

TSLAC.
• Access to records.
• Other collections with 

governors’ records.
• Other institutions with 

governors’ records.
• Why not all governors?



Citations
- "Governor’s Mansion," image number 1/103-80, Places Collection, Prints and Photographs Collections. 
- "[Capitol. 1888.]," image number 1/103-49, Places Collection, Prints and Photographs Collections.
- Letterpress, outgoing, December 6, 1870 - January 2, 1871, Governor Edmund Jackson Davis records.
- Postcard from Miss Fayrene Dickerson to Gov. Stevenson, December 10, 1942. General files, Texas Governor Coke R. Stevenson records. 
- Elisha M. Pease, proclamation, August 18, 1854, Texas Governor Elisha Marshall Pease records of the first two terms. 
- Petition on behalf of 20 out of 25 ladies of Sumpter (Trinity County) to Governor Lubbock, August 30, 1863. Texas Governor Francis Richard Lubbock 

records.
- Telegram from S.H. Brashear to Sayers, September 10, 1900, Records of Joseph Draper Sayers, Texas Office of the Governor.
- 2001 Responsive schedules, Governor's daily schedules, Texas Governor Rick Perry Scheduling and Advance Office records. 
- "[Houston, Sam, 1793-1863. ]," image number 1/102-707, People Collection, Prints and Photographs. 
- "Pease, Elisha Marshall," image number 1964/306-167, Photographs, Graham (R. Niles) collection.
- "[Ferguson, Miriam Amanda, 1875-1961.]," image number 1/102-155, People Collection, Prints and Photographs. 
- "[Daniel, Price]," image number 1/102-714, People Collection, Prints and Photographs
- Archives and Library Building. Southernmost font door, "Archives“, image number 1/103-11, Places Collection, Prints and Photographs Collections.
- "Gov. J. Pinckney Henderson," image number 1/102-227, People Collection, Prints and Photographs. 
- "[Shivers, Allan, 1907-1985]," image number 1/102-713, People Collection, Prints and Photographs.
- 1957-01, Texas In Review, “Texas’ New Governor,” Price Daniel audiovisual materials and related papers
- "Governor Mark White," image number 1998/142-4, William Gregory Vimont collection.  
- IMG_9450, 2009-09-01, Photographs, Texas Governor Rick Perry Press Office media files. 
- "Christmas Greetings from the Mansion," image number 1964/306-3, Photographs, Graham (R. Niles) collection.
- Pardon Proclamation number 83-16370, Texas Secretary of State executive clemency records. 
- Travis County election return, 1972, Texas Secretary of State Elections Division election returns (county-by-county)
- Broadside number 252, “Announcing February 23, 1861 vote in favor of secession. March 4, 1861.” Texas State Archives Broadsides and printed 

ephemera collection
- “A Woman's Place is in the Dome,” photograph, undated. Virginia Whitten papers.
- “Governor Clements, inauguration, January 18, 1979,” image number 1980/68-23, Texas State Library and Archives Commission Archives and 

Information Services Division Current Events Photographic Documentation Program collection.
- "[Smith, Preston, 1912-]," image number 1/102-716, People Collection, Prints and Photographs. 
- "[Connally, John Bowden, 1917-1993.]," image number 1/102-715, People Collection, Prints and Photographs.
- “W. Lee O'Daniel and his hillbilly band on the Fort Worth radio station in 1936 and 1938,” image number 2005/157-001, Essig L. Arnold Jr. collection.



Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
Physical Address: 1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711
Phone: (512) 463-5455
Email: ref@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center
Physical Address: 650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575
Phone: (936) 336-8821
Email: SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Like & Follow Us 

Contact Us

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov


THANK YOU
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