
Welcome!
The Zoom webinar will begin shortly.
All participants are muted.
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What This Session Covers

• Overview of the Texas State Archives Map Collection 
• Maps in other TSLAC collections
• Additional sources for maps
• Accessing maps at our library and online



Texas State Library and Archives Commission
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas 78701



Texas State Library and Archives Commission

• Mission:
• Provide Texans access to needed information
• Preserve the archival record of Texas
• Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
• Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
• Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

• Service Areas:
• Reference and Information Center
• Texas State Archives
• Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)



MAP 
COLLECTION
INTRODUCTION



Texas State Archives Map Collection 

• Original, reproduced, and 
compiled maps

• Maps cover early 17th through late 
20th centuries

• Texas focus with some emphasis 
on the Southwest 

• Acquired from state agencies, 
local governments, and private 
donations

Detail from Map 945, “Texas New Yorker’s Railroad Map of Texas,” 1874

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/00945


Type of Maps
• General maps of Texas, United 

States, and Mexico

• Road, survey, and plat maps

• Geological and topographical 
maps

• Railroad maps

• Fire insurance maps

• … and many more!
Detail from Map 143, Map of Country from Austin to El Paso, 1854

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/00143


Using Maps for Research
• Texas maps show county boundaries and changes 

over time
• County survey maps can show land ownership
• Railroad and stagecoach maps show migration 

routes into Texas
• Battle maps show placement of military forces
• Plat and street maps show town layouts 
• County highway maps show the location of all 

roads in a county; earlier maps may also show 
outlying buildings and other features

• Topographic maps show land and vegetation 
features

Detail from Map 906, Map of Texas, 1839

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/00906


MAP 
COLLECTION 
DATABASE



Map Collection Database

Access the TSLAC home page at www.tsl.texas.gov

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/


Map Collection Database



Map Collection Database



Map Collection Database



Start with subject 
keywords

Add additional 
details to filter

Check to return only
digitized maps

Map Collection Database



Click any column header 
to re-sort results

Map Collection Database



Click the map number 
to see more details

Map Collection Database



Links to view
or download images

TSLAC number

Physical dimensions

Map Collection Database



Click to search again 
by subject heading

Narrative description 
includes other details

Map Collection Database



MAPS IN OTHER 
COLLECTIONS



• Archived State Agency Records

• Manuscript and Photograph 
Collections

• State and Federal Depository 
Collections

• Genealogy Publications and 
Directories

• County Regional Historical Resource 
Depository (RHRD) Records

Maps in Other TSLAC Collections

https://txarchives.org/home
https://tsl.access.preservica.com/


• Commercial maps 
- Produced by the Sanborn Company for 

large cities and towns in Texas. 
- Unform style, common elements 

between different areas.

• Hand-drawn maps
- Produced by the Texas State Board of 

Insurance State Fire Marshal's office 
determine fire insurance rates for Texas 
cities and towns.

- Sheets for small towns not covered by 
Sanborn, or to supplement existing 
Sanborn maps.

Fire Insurance Maps

2005/088: Utopia 1, Texas Department of 
Insurance State Fire Marshal fire insurance maps.



Access the TSLAC home page at www.tsl.texas.gov

Fire Insurance Maps Custom Search

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/


Fire Insurance Maps Custom Search



Fire Insurance Maps Custom Search



Fire Insurance Maps Custom Search



Fire Insurance Maps Custom Search



Map details

Fire Insurance Maps Custom Search



Other Texas Map Resources

https://maps.lib.utexas.edu/maps/
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/
https://glo.texas.gov/


Other Texas Map Resources

https://texashistory.unt.edu/
https://texshare.net/


ACCESS 
OPTIONS



Accessing Maps at TSLAC

• Maps are available for on-site 
research to registered patrons in 
our Archives Reading Room. 

• All on-site access to archival 
holdings, including maps, require 
a completed Texas State Archives 
Material Request Form.

• The Material Request Form is 
also required for map 
reproduction orders.



Map Reproduction Options

• Black and white printed copies 
for maps up to 11 inches by 17 
inches (27.8 cm x 43 cm) 

• Full-size color printed copies for  
oversized maps

• Watermarked scans for maps not 
yet digitized

• Unwatermarked or higher 
resolution scans of maps for 
publication, display, or exhibit 



Use and Copyright
• Maps created by state and federal agencies 

typically do not fall under copyright. 
• Reproductions of commercial maps and items 

received by state and federal agencies may 
be under copyright.

• Copyright remains with the creator. It is the researcher’s 
responsibility to determine copyright prior to use.

• TSLAC does not make determinations regarding copyright.
• US copyright law (US Code, Title 17) governs the reproduction 

and redistribution of copyrighted material.



Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
Physical Address: 1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711
Phone: (512) 463-5455
Email: ref@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center
Physical Address: 650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575
Phone: (936) 336-8821
Email: SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Contact Us

Like Us & Follow Us
@TSLAC 

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/shc
https://www.facebook.com/tslac
https://twitter.com/tslac
https://www.instagram.com/tslac
https://www.youtube.com/tslac
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/aggregator


Summary

• Map collections at TSLAC
• Maps in other collections and repositories
• Access and reproduction options



Maps Cited
Map 2748, Spanish Province of Texas
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/ma
ps/maplookup/02748

Map 945, Texas New Yorker’s Railroad 
Map of Texas
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/ma
ps/maplookup/00945

Map 143, Map of Country from Austin to 
El Paso
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/ma
ps/maplookup/00143

Map 906, Map of Texas
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/ma
ps/maplookup/00906

Map 2281, Perspective Map of Fort 
Worth, Texas 
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/ma
ps/maplookup/02281

2005/088, Utopia 1
https://tsl.access.preservica.com/uncat
egorized/IO_384d66cc-beaa-4e7e-
ad4e-a5d4984667c6/

2010/118, Kermit Index Map
https://tsl.access.preservica.com/uncat
egorized/IO_c933f4e2-1643-4bf6-9fc6-
4fa7c7afa89b/

Map of the City of Galveston published 
the 1906/07 Galveston City Directory
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/citydirecto
ries

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/02748
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/00945
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/00945
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/00143
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/00143
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/00906
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/00906
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/maplookup/02281
https://tsl.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_384d66cc-beaa-4e7e-ad4e-a5d4984667c6/
https://tsl.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_c933f4e2-1643-4bf6-9fc6-4fa7c7afa89b/
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/citydirectories


THANK YOU
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