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What This Session Covers
• Overview of County Records

• What are county records?
• Where are county records found?

• Locating County Records
• Online digital sources
• Regional microfilm and original records sources
• County and other local records sources
• County history resources

• Q & A



Texas State Library and Archives Commission
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas 78701



Texas State Library and Archives Commission
• Mission:

• Provide Texans access to needed information
• Preserve the archival record of Texas
• Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
• Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
• Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

• Service Areas:
• Reference and Information Center
• Texas State Archives
• Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)

www.tsl.texas.gov

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/


OVERVIEW
OF 
COUNTY 
RECORDS



What are county records?
• Vital records: birth, death, marriage, and divorce.
• Taxes and delinquent tax rolls.
• Tax assessor abstract books, property assessment 

records.
• Deeds and deeds of trusts.
• Civil and criminal dockets and case files.
• Probate dockets and case files.
• Inquest records.
• Scholastic census and other old school records.
• Elections and appointments.
• Voter registration records.
• Poll tax records.

Only records that have met 
restriction year limits will be 
available to the public. For 
example, original birth 
records are made public 
after 75 years. 



Where are county records found?
• Online Sources:

• Indexes and digitized images of records available on genealogy websites such as 
Ancestry and FamilySearch or on county websites.

• Regional Sources:
• Some microfilm and original county government records may be available from a 

regional depository library.

• County Government Sources:
• County Clerk, District Clerk, or county archives.

• Non-government Sources:
• Local library, museum, or historical society.
• Private school, church, hospital, or cemetery.



LOCATING 
COUNTY 
RECORDS



Online: FamilySearch

www.familysearch.org

http://www.familysearch.org/


Online: FamilySearch

Start typing to 
auto-fill location

Select to find digitized 
indexes or records



Online: FamilySearch



Online: FamilySearch

Click the link to view 
more information and 
see access options Tax rolls for later years are 

available for on-site 
research at TSLAC. Email the 
reference desk for more 
information.



Online: FamilySearch

Inventories provide helpful 
information about how records 
were organized by the county.



Online: County Websites

www.county.org

http://www.county.org/


Online: County Websites



Regional Historical Resource Depository 
(RHRD) Program

• Collects, preserves, and provides access to 
records of local governments through 23 
RHRD libraries in Texas.

• Microfilmed records are available to 
borrow through interlibrary loan (ILL).

• Some original records remained with the 
county, others may have been transferred 
to a county RHRD.

www.tsl.texas.gov/aboutRHRD

Not all counties or records 
were filmed. Contact the 
county or RHRD about 
original records.

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/aboutRHRD


Regional: Microfilm Records

www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/local/index.html

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/local/index.html


Regional: Microfilm Records

RHRD that holds 
the reels

Creator of the 
recordsRecord type and 

time period

Reel number for 
ILL request 



Regional: Microfilm Records



Regional: Microfilm Records

RHRD that holds 
the reels

Creator of the 
recordsRecord type and 

time period

Reel number for 
ILL request 

County Clerk: birth, death, 
marriage, property records
District Clerk: divorce 
records, district court 
minutes and cases



Regional: Original Records at TSLAC
• TSLAC may hold original county records for some counties:

• Records may still be unprocessed. 
• Provide staff with the county, dates, and types of records needed and we 

will check our holdings.
• Examples of types of records we have for some counties:

• Scholastic census and superintendent records.
• Marriage records.
• Property records.
• County court records.



Regional: Original Records at SHC

www.tsl.texas.gov/shc/countyrecs/index.html

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/shc/countyrecs/index.html


Regional: Original Records at SHC

Record type and 
time period

Creator of the 
records

Physical properties



County and Other Local Sources
County 

Government

County Clerk

District Clerk

County 
Archive

Local History

Public library

Historical 
Society

Museum

Private

Cemetery

School

Church

Hospital

Not sure which 
county?

Census records

Military records

State vital records

Newspapers

Published histories

www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/genfirst.html

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/genfirst.html


County History Resources
• Texas State Historical Association 

• Handbook of Texas: www.tshaonline.org/handbook
• Texas Almanac: texasalmanac.com/topics/counties/home

• FamilySearch Research Wiki: www.familysearch.org/wiki

• The Newberry Library Atlas of Historical County Boundaries: 
publications.newberry.org/ahcbp

• TXGenWeb Project: www.txgenweb.org/county.htm

County boundaries 
may have changed 
over time. Check 
surrounding counties 
for early records. 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook
https://texasalmanac.com/topics/counties/home
http://www.familysearch.org/wiki
https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
http://www.txgenweb.org/county.htm


Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
Physical Address: 1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711
Phone: (512) 463-5455
Email: ref@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center
Physical Address: 650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575
Phone: (936) 336-8821
Email: SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Like & Follow Us 

Contact Us

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/shc


Summary

• Types of county records available
• Where to locate county records
• How to reach us for help



THANK 
YOU
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