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What This Session Covers

* Overview of County Records
 What are county records?
* Where are county records found?

* Locating County Records
* Online digital sources
e Regional microfilm and original records sources
e County and other local records sources

» County history resources
cQ&A



"“Casey Dunn Professibhal-Photography
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Texas State Library and Archives Commission

* Mission:
* Provide Texans access to needed information
Preserve the archival record of Texas
Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

* Service Areas:
* Reference and Information Center
* Texas State Archives
e Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)

www.tsl.texas.gov



http://www.tsl.texas.gov/

o A8SBESMENT
iﬁj*'ﬁ. o ol Sk skesaor and IDIIMHMM

-“L "III'I-..'I"I'

PR, = m:lr Hurr-.

Ly FEIE WH.AT] FETLOER. Lil &
ChLASE OF | lhl' L or
- SAIBINAL SRAFTER TRACE | T wraey 08 wWhat Sream. r-r“::-:- Wiars Mraied | Yilsa
- . |TAEEw. i I FUNELS FALTE: |(NOHECE
[t = e = s e e | e —— = e —
I - | I |

| |
fa.-f.!.jﬁ'd.l':(}.:':ﬂ&'fﬁ& oy f:.:::l;.-'.r HAA :
|

- IR~ N O\/ERVIEW
Al | ti,fﬁ?fﬁf .;: OF

o | .-".-?II.' J";;fr &J Xfu:"':w.r_ .-"'qf,e"j' 7 FAaa
PRI s a7l COUNTY

& A !f-*:-'..-ﬂfr}::-ffu'

| Cpd A | ’ R ( : R DS
"'"II-""{"'.I'.-'.-'."'.-"JF'" ﬁrﬁ.’-w 5 - ﬁ:’f:'h"d'f el | - E ' I

F Eﬁf:-w é‘ -F-"'.-".:"..-"Z _ Kf?'.irf?;ﬁf_. | I l;’.v V"/‘n* | #r
¢ .15"} ik e for Lfs’:w“fm.a; [ | |
/ | : I L i l l
| | | | ;'.»"::—f!.fj P P | i
| ‘ /‘Z?— 27 L!::fI ’ r:,?ﬁ ‘I
5 I

e Je s ey /Jnﬁ“ .,v":f.-' .
R T - R qf‘u
L P . o) 7 L Ao |l | | |



LT
PN
What are county recordse

e Vital records: birth, death, marriage, and divorce.
* Taxes and delinquent tax rolls.

* Tax assessor abstract books, property assessment
records.

e Deeds and deeds of trusts.
e Civil and criminal dockets and case files.
 Probate dockets and case files.

* Inquest records.
Only records that have met
restriction year limits will be

* Elections and appointments. available to the public. For

e Scholastic census and other old school records.

example, original birth
records are made public
after 75 years.

* Voter registration records.
* Poll tax records.
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Where are county records founde

* Online Sources:

* Indexes and digitized images of records available on genealogy websites such as
Ancestry and FamilySearch or on county websites.

* Regional Sources:

* Some microfilm and original county government records may be available from a
regional depository library.

* County Government Sources:
e County Clerk, District Clerk, or county archives.

* Non-government Sources:
* Local library, museum, or historical society.
* Private school, church, hospital, or cemetery.



Drawer 101

County Records
Ataseosa Co., 1856
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Online: FamilySearch

O
QE'Famﬂ'},rSEarEh Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Records
Images
Family Tree

Genealogies

Find Your fan Catalog

Discover you] &

' Research Wiki

www.familysearch.org



http://www.familysearch.org/

" Online: FamilySearch

Search by:

Place ) Surnames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords

Place

Start typing to

United States, Texas, Hays ) )
auto-fill location

Search for:
Call Number | Film/Fiche Number

Availability

Select to find digitized
indexes or records

Family History




Online: FamilySearch

MNotes 4
Hays County was created and organized 1 March 1848 from Travis County. County seat: San Marcos. A Spanish
settlement was in the area from 1808 to 1812. Mexican land grants date as early as 1831. The first Anglo-American
arrived around 1835, the first church was organized in 1847 and the first school was organized in 1849,

Part of United States, Texas

Places within United States, Texas, Hays P

United States, Texas, Hays - Archives and libraries - Inventories, registers, catalogs [ 2 )
United States, Texas, Hays - Cemeteries ( 1 )

United States, Texas, Hays - Court records ( 2 )

United States, Texas, Hays - Court recerds - Indexes ( 1 )

United States, Texas, Hays - Land and property ( 2 )

United States, Texas, Hays - Military records ( 1 )

United States, Texas, Hays - Naturalization and citizenship ( 1 )

United States, Texas, Hays - Naturalization and citizenship - Indexes ( 1 )
United States, Texas, Hays - Probate records ( 1)
|nitad-CtatesrTenar-maye==isabate records - Indexes ( 2 )

United States, Texas, Hays - Taxation ( 1)

Print List
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Online: FamilySearch

United States, Texas, Hays - Taxation ( 1 )

Texas county tax rolls, 1846-1910

Texas)

Click the link to view

more information and
see access options

Tax rolls for later years are

—/ available for on-site

research at TSLAC. Email the
reference desk for more
information.
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Online: FamilySearch

United States, Texas, Hays - Archives and libraries - Inventories, registers, catalogs (
2)

Inventory of county records, Hays County Courthouse, San Marcos, Texas

Author:  FitzPatrick, Merry Kone; Clayton, Charles Edward

Inventory of the county archives of Texas, no. 105, Hays County (San Marcos)

Author: Historical Records Survey (Texas)

Inventories provide helpful

information about how records
were organized by the county.
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Online: County Websites

: TEXAS ASSOCIATION of COUNTIES Calendar of Events Member Logi

"

Health &

Eduentiond Legal Legislative Employee Risk Management Hiancura fol = -

Training Booine County Officials Counties b

2

About Texas County
Officials

County Best Practices
Awards Program

County Data
Texas County Maps

County Elections
Database

» Texas County Websites

e
e
=

Www.county.org



http://www.county.org/
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Online: County Websites

ERATH COUNTY, TX

GOVERNMENT

AGENDAS & MINUTES

DI RMWCTIAM,C

Erath County
Clerk & Recorder's Web

Home Instructions

Home Instructions

DEPARTMENTS ONLINE SERVICES

COUNTY CLERK LAND RECORDS

MICSTRICT A r s mama e w rakldl TAE

Official Records Document Search

Search Official Records including real estate and
assumed names.

Vital Records Search

Search Birth, Death and Military Discharge

Marriage Applications & Searching

Complete a marriage application online or
perfarm a search for an existing marriage record.

Marks & Brands Application & Copies

Search for an existing Mark and Brand.
Apply for or renew

Historical Index Search

Historical Indexes for Grantors and Grantees -
1778-1864 (Burnt Deed Books), 1864-1910,
1910-1944




0 Regionc\ Historical Resource Depository
(RHRD) Program

* Collects, preserves, and provides access to
records of local governments through 23
RHRD libraries in Texas.

* Microfilmed records are available to AN .
, , _ _ Not all counties or records
borrow through interlibrary loan (ILL). Q were filmed. Contact the

county or RHRD about
original records.

* Some original records remained with the
county, others may have been transferred

to a county RHRD.

www.tsl.texas.gov/aboutRHRD



http://www.tsl.texas.gov/aboutRHRD
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Regional: Microfilm Records

TSLAC is the microfilm depository for the following Texas counties. Libraries may borrow the film through
interlibrary loan (ILL). Select a county below to see which records have been filmed:

Atascosa Bandera

Bastrop Bexar

Blanco Caldwell

Comal Frio

Galveston Gillespie

Grayson Guadalupe

Harris Hays

Karnes Kendall

www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/local/index.html



http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/local/index.html

N Regional: Microfilm Records

Hays County Records

These county records are available on microfilm from:

RHRD that holds _ _ o _
the reels IWI Texas State Library and Archives Commission in Austin, TX

Film for this county is available for licraries to borrow through interliorary loan (ILL). Contact your local
liprary to send an ILL request for the material you wish to borrow. Your request should include the
specific reel numbers for the microfilm you wish to use, as well as the name of the county and name of
the repository that houses the film reels. Individuals requesting to borrow film held by TSLAC may wish
to review our ILL policies.

Creator of the

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK

Record type and

records

time period DEATH RECORD, 1903-1934

Index: Volumes 2 and 3 were individually indexed; Volume 1 was not indexed.
Reel number for Reel 1673728

1903-1910 Vol. 1
ILL request 1910-1923 Vol. 2

1523-1934 Vol. 3
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Regional: Microfilm Records

County Records at Other Depositories

Film for the following counties are housed at depositories throughout Texas and are also available for
libraries to borrow through interlibrary loan (ILL). Select a county below to see which records have been
filmed:
Anderson Andrews
| Angelina Aransas
Archer Austin
Bee Bell
Bosque Bowie
Brazoria Brazos
Brewster Brooks
Brown Burleson
Burnet Calhoun
Callahan Cameron




N Regional: Microfilm Records

Angelina County Records

These county records are available on microfilm from:

RHRD that holds

Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, TX
the reels

Film for this county is available for libraries to borrow through interlibrary loan (ILL).
Contact your local library to send an I[LL request for the material you wish to borrow. Your
request should include the specific reel numbers for the microfilm you wish to use, as well
as the name of the county and name of the repository that houses the film reels.
Individuals requesting to borrow film as a patron of T5LAC may wish to review our ILL
policies for registration and request instructions.

Creator of the

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK
records

Record type and
time period

DEED RECORD, 1846-1887
Index: For indexes to the Deed Record request the following reels:
Direct:

Reel number for Reel 1035026 (A-R)

Reel 1035027 (R-Z)
ILL request Reverse:

Reel 1035027 (A-H)
Reel 1035028 [H-Z)

Sy~ County Clerk: birth, death,
Q marriage, property records
District Clerk: divorce
records, district court
minutes and cases




AT
P

Regional: Original Records at TSLAC

* TSLAC may hold original county records for some counties:
e Records may still be unprocessed.

* Provide staff with the county, dates, and types of records needed and we
will check our holdings.

* Examples of types of records we have for some counties:
* Scholastic census and superintendent records.
* Marriage records.
* Property records.
e County court records.
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Regional: Original Records at SHC

Local Records Available at the Sam Houston Center

Internal Links
About the Depository System | Explanatory Notes About the Records

Records from Chambers County » Records from Hardin County
Recoius-fromlasnerCounity | Records from Jefferson County
Records from Liberty County | Records from Newton County
Records from Orange County | Records from Polk County
Records from San Jacinto County | Records from Tyler County

List of Depositories (RHRDs) | County records available on microfilm

www.tsl.texas.gov/shc/countyrecs/index.html



http://www.tsl.texas.gov/shc/countyrecs/index.html
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Regional: Original Records at SHC

County records series listed below are available for viewing and research
purposes at the Sam Houston Regional Library and Research Center.

Creator of the e\
records

Chambers County - County Auditor

Record Series Dates No. of Vols. Cu. Ft.

Record type and
time period

County Budgets 1982-1984 1 0.1

Physical properties
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County and Other Local Sources

County . . Not sure which
Local History Private ?
Government county:
C d
County Clerk Public library Cemetery ENSts TEEOTES
Military records
Historical School
District Clerk Sli)colgtca State vital records
4 Church
Newspapers
County M .
Archive useum Hospital Published histories

www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/genfirst.html



http://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/genfirst.html

B County History Resources

e Texas State Historical Association

* Handbook of Texas: www.tshaonline.org/handbook

 Texas Almanac: texasalmanac.com/topics/counties/home

* FamilySearch Research Wiki: www.familysearch.org/wiki

 The Newberry Library Atlas of Historical County Boundaries:
publications.newberry.org/ahcbp

 TXGenWeb Project: www.txgenweb.org/county.htm

County boundaries
may have changed

over time. Check
surrounding counties
for early records.



http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook
https://texasalmanac.com/topics/counties/home
http://www.familysearch.org/wiki
https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
http://www.txgenweb.org/county.htm

a Contact Us

Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
Physical Address: 1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701 Like & Follow Us
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711

Phone: (512) 463-5455 0 o
Email: ref@tsl.texas.gov

Website: www.tsl.texas.gov
-
flickr

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center
Physical Address: 650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575
Phone: (936) 336-8821

Email: SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov

Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/shc



mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

o
Summary

* Types of county records available
* Where to locate county records
* How to reach us for help
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