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What This Session
Covers

 Locating Ranger records
* Ranger research
* Visiting TSLAC




Texas State Library and Archives Commission

* Mission:
* Provide Texans access to needed information
* Preserve the archival record of Texas
* Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
* Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
* Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

* Service Areas:
* Reference and Information Center
* Texas State Archives
* Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)

www.tsl.texas.esov 4




The Rangers

e Security, military,
investigative functions
since 1823

* Early Rangers hired on a
temporary basis to
protect the frontier
(“ranging”)

e Later Rangers became
employees of the Texas
Department of Public
Safety




The Records
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e Texas Adjutant General’s
Department (1835-1934)

* Texas Department of Public Safety
(1935-present)

* Individual collections

* Photograph collections

* Publications




Adjutant General Service Records

* Database: www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/service/

* Organized into sixteen series by various military organizations,
including the following predecessor organizations of the Texas
Rangers:

* Regular Rangers service records, 1855-1861; 1901-1935;
* Special Rangers service records, 1916-1934

* Loyalty Rangers, 1918

* Railroad Rangers, 1922-1935


https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/service/

Service records could include:

 Name on muster roll

* Designation (rank and company)
* Name of commanding officer

e Dates of service

* Campaigns

* Personal description

* Age

* Occupation

* Place of birth

e Oath of service

* Warrant of authority & descriptive list
* Residence address



ADJUTANT GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT
Warrant of Authority and Descriptrve List

THIS IS TO CERTIFY, That the bearer..... .. SLel A, Hamer . .

i5 e Stake Ranger. ... Crm'l|.)en13d.L Hdge . Ranger Force, State of Texas, and this

is his Warrant of Authority as a Ranger, g Agtha S6:L T TETIEE i sl o~

proved Mavel 31, 1919, and Deseviptive List for i .tification, and will be exhibited as his authority to
Act as a Ranger when ealled upon for his eredentiak., This warrant must be surrendered to Company
Commander by beaver when disecharged. This Wartant of Authority and Deseriptive -Li!-it. is signed by
The Adjntant General under seal of office and attestid by Company Commander.

Age ......48 yrs. 10 mo, _ Where born,_Wilson County, Texas,

Weight ....230.108s " Residence . Austin, Texas,

Hair o BEOMR e Enlisted Where .. Austin, Texas.

Eyes ... BLWe ... Tndlisted When_ .  February 2, 1931.
i ! . . 5 o . s
Complexion P81 " Eoisted by Whom Vs U. Sterling,
> The adjutant General.
This warrant of authority is o FehrnaTy Ly 193%aeee

and must be returned to this Department for Cance lation

Given under my hand and seal of office, this......: end . -
day of ... FgbTUATY

. - The Adjutant Gen

s 2R i Ko B

Captain Ranger Foree

Commanding Co

m1522h=—1E8-220-2m




Republic of Texas Claims

* Database: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/repclaims/repintro.html -

* The government authorized compensation to individuals for their
military service

e Claims were submitted to the Texas Comptroller or Treasurer to
request compensation for military service or engagement during the
period October 1835 — 1845

 Numerous individuals who served as rangers submitted claims for
reimbursement for their services

* These claim files can include useful information


https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/repclaims/repintro.html
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Adjutant General Ranger Muster Roll Index

e Approximately 170,000 index cards

* Muster rolls, payrolls, rosters, returns, and election returns, of
approximately 1,500 companies of both Texas State Troops (including
Rangers) stationed in Texas during Civil War (1861-1865)

* Transcribed to 3x5 index cards in the 1900s to limit need to access fragile
originals (Archives Reading Room card catalog cabinet)

* Includes all information from muster roll

* Also available on Ancestry.com in database Texas, Muster Roll Index Cards,
1838-1900 (free access for Texas residents)

* Many Civil War era muster rolls have been digitized through the Texas
Digital Archive (TDA)



Staff Log_in
NEW AND UPDATED NEED HELP? MORE ABOUT... MAIN COLLECTIONS -
DIGITAL

TEXASS ARCHIVE

Texas State Library and Archives Commission

EXPLORE THE TEXAS DIGITAL ARCHIVE search ARCHIVE Q

Searching for Civil War military rolls in the Texas Digital Archive (TDA)

Flease note: our collection of digitized military rolls is growing. If you don't find the military roll number you need, please contact us
at ref@tsl.texas.gov.

Searching the TDA for a soldier's name, unit, or location where the unit was organized will likely not retrieve results for military rolls, so we
suggest using the following tips.

Locating a military roll number
To search the TDA for a soldier or unit’s military roll, commonly known as a muster roll, you will first want to locate the soldier or unit's military

roll number. Using resources available through Ancestry or Ancestry.com Texas, you can identify a military roll number and then locate the
military roll on the TDA if it has been digitized.

Ancestry.com Texas is available for free to all Texas residents. You can access Ancestry.com Texas through our website
at https:/ /fwww.tsl.texas.gov/arc/ancestry. If you are not a Texas resident and do not have a subscription to Ancestry, you may wish to
check with your local library to see if they have a subscription to Ancestry Library edition.

From the Ancestry or Ancestry.com Texas home page, click on the "Search” button at the top, then select "Card Catalog” (see Figure 1, below).
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New Collections

Texas, U.S., Muster Roll Index Cards, 1838-1900

@ Match all terms exactly

First & Middle Name(s)

curtis
Exact...
Day Month
Birth
Military w W
Any BEvent
Keyword

2.0, pilot or "Flying Tigers™s
Day Month

Enlistment Date w "

@ Clear search

Last Name
herring
Exact...

Year Location

Year

Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from
the options below.

Record Type

Choose... w

Choose...

Civil War Index- Abstracts of Muster Rolls
Civil War Index- Captains

Civil War Index- Units

Navy Muster Rolls

Navy Muster Rolls Index

Ranger Rolls - Minute Men

Ranger Ralls - Republic Era (Excludes Minute Men)
Ranger Rolls - Statehood

Spanish American War Rolls

F Volunteer Guard Rolls

Camp Travis, Texas, World War |
Records

This is an index of those in service of
Camp Travis, Texas in World War |

Texas, U.S., Marriage Index, 1824-2019
This database is a collection of
marriage indexes from the State of

Texas State Lib...



Name & Rank:?
Comm. Off:
Organ:

Enlist:

Disch:
Descrip:

Remarks:

Herring, Curtis, 3rd Lieut,,
Donelson, John, Capt.,

litd. Rangers, Rio Grande Regt., Col
John S, Ford Comdg., TST

F.20-61 at Oakville to serve from

T

¥«21 to S,15 unless sooner dischg'd

Age 26
R&F 81; En.Off, Capt. Donelson; 220
miles trav. to place of rendez.; Co
called into serv. of g

thority of Conv. of
Texas acting through
the Committee of Pub

mus. roll‘dtd. ¥l

1141

1861 Donelson, John
Captain Company Mounted Rangers,
Rio Grande Regiment, T, S, T.

1 roll.






Location: Box: 401-1155 | Folder: 25.
Date(s) (Inclusive): 1861
Administrative Information
Scope [Records include vouchers for transportation, ambulance repair, and other services rendered for Col. Dalrymple, Lt. McFaddin, and
and Captains Erath, Harrison, and Mays' companies; copies of state treasury warrants for " protection of the frontier " for privates in

ContentsCaptain Burleson and Conner's companies and for Joseph Walker; a letter regarding claims against the state to Comptroller C.R.
Johns; and letters from S.M. Swenson and E.B. Nicholson to C.R. Johns regarding treasury warrants.]

Title: Quartermaster records, 1862

Location: Box: 401-1155 | Folder: 26.

Date(s) (Inclusive): 1862
Administrative Information

Scope and [Records include a voucher for services rendered in Capt. John Davidson's company in Cortina's War and abstracts of claims for
Contents services in Captains Burleson, m S. Friend Frost, Price, and Sansom's companies during Cortina's War]

Title: Quartermaster records, undated
Location: Box: 401-1155 | Folder: 27.
Date(s) (Inclusive): undated
Administrative Information
Scope [Records include abstracts of forage stoppages for men under JE. McCord's and Capt. E. Burleson's command and of claims drawn

and by members of Capt. Sansom's company; a report estimating subsistence funds required for the three Ranger companies
Contentscommanded by Captains H. Clay Davis, G.K. Lewis, and Owen Shaw; reports of ordnance stores used by Capt. John S. Ford's


https://txarchives.org/tslac/finding_aids/30027.xml

Published histories
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Contact Us

Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) Like & Follow Us
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701 @TSLAC

Mail: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711 o o
(512) 463-5455 | ref@tsl.texas.gov

wWWwW.tsl.texas.gov
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mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/

e Thank you!
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