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What This Session 
Covers

• Locating Ranger records
• Ranger research
• Visiting TSLAC



Texas State Library and Archives Commission

• Mission:
• Provide Texans access to needed information
• Preserve the archival record of Texas
• Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
• Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
• Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

• Service Areas:
• Reference and Information Center
• Texas State Archives
• Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)

www.tsl.texas.gov



The Rangers

• Security, military, 
investigative functions 
since 1823

• Early Rangers hired on a 
temporary basis to 
protect the frontier 
(“ranging”)

• Later Rangers became 
employees of the Texas 
Department of Public 
Safety



The Records

• Texas Adjutant General’s 
Department (1835-1934)

• Texas Department of Public Safety 
(1935-present)

• Individual collections 
• Photograph collections
• Publications



Adjutant General Service Records

• Database: www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/service/
• Organized into sixteen series by various military organizations, 

including the following predecessor organizations of the Texas 
Rangers:

• Regular Rangers service records, 1855-1861; 1901-1935; 
• Special Rangers service records, 1916-1934
• Loyalty Rangers, 1918
• Railroad Rangers, 1922-1935

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/service/


Service records could include:
• Name on muster roll
• Designation (rank and company)
• Name of commanding officer
• Dates of service
• Campaigns
• Personal description 
• Age 
• Occupation
• Place of birth
• Oath of service
• Warrant of authority & descriptive list
• Residence address





Republic of Texas Claims

• Database: www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/repclaims/repintro.html - 
• The government authorized compensation to individuals for their 

military service
• Claims were submitted to the Texas Comptroller or Treasurer to 

request compensation for military service or engagement during the 
period October 1835 – 1845

• Numerous individuals who served as rangers submitted claims for 
reimbursement for their services

• These claim files can include useful information

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/repclaims/repintro.html




Adjutant General Ranger Muster Roll Index
• Approximately 170,000 index cards
• Muster rolls, payrolls, rosters, returns, and election returns, of 

approximately 1,500 companies of both Texas State Troops (including 
Rangers) stationed in Texas during Civil War (1861-1865)

• Transcribed to 3x5 index cards in the 1900s to limit need to access fragile 
originals (Archives Reading Room card catalog cabinet)

• Includes all information from muster roll
• Also available on Ancestry.com in database Texas, Muster Roll Index Cards, 

1838-1900 (free access for Texas residents)
• Many Civil War era muster rolls have been digitized through the Texas 

Digital Archive (TDA)



How to locate a muster roll 

• Locate index card for individual
• Locate index card for commanding officer 
• Obtain muster roll number from officer index card
• Search TDA for muster roll 
• Instructions available on TDA

• https://tinyurl.com/y73xt9z8

• Example: Curtis Herring









• https://txarchives.org/tslac/finding_aids/30027.xml

Ranger Records

https://txarchives.org/tslac/finding_aids/30027.xml


Published histories



Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701
Mail: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711
(512) 463-5455 | ref@tsl.texas.gov
www.tsl.texas.gov

Contact Us
Like & Follow Us

@TSLAC 

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/


Thank you!

Questions?
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