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What this session covers
• What’s in the State 

Archives 
• How to access 

archival materials
• Q&A



Texas State Library and Archives Commission
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas 78701



Texas State Library and Archives Commission

• Mission:
• Provide Texans access to needed information
• Preserve the archival record of Texas
• Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
• Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
• Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

• Service Areas:
• Reference and Information Center
• Texas State Archives
• Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/


What’s in the State Archives?



What’s in the State Archives
• Government 

records (Pre 
Republic of Texas 
to the modern 
era).

• Court records.
• Newspapers.
• Manuscript 

collections.



What’s in the State Archives

• Prints and 
Photographs 
collections.

• Maps.
• Audiovisual 

materials.
• Artifacts. 



Tips for the Archives
• Organization
• Citations
• Consider the role 

of government



How to access archival 
materials



Finding Aids and Online Search Tools
• Finding aids.
• Online 

indexes.
• Texas Digital 

Archive.



Finding Aids and Online Search Tools
• Not finding 

something? 
• Tips
• FAQ’s
• Email us!

• More to come 
in part 2!



Digital Copies

• Flickr
• TDA
• TSLAC website



Reproductions

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/sites/default/files/public/tslac/ref/ARIS_Fee_Schedule.pdf

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/sites/default/files/public/tslac/ref/ARIS_Fee_Schedule.pdf


Appointments
Making an appointment 
can be helpful when:

• Not online
• Tight deadline
• Unable to narrow 

materials down 
• Large amount of 

materials 
• No finding aid

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/visit.html

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/visit.html


Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
Physical Address: 1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711
Phone: (512) 463-5455
Email: ref@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center
Physical Address: 650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575
Phone: (936) 336-8821
Email: SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Like & Follow Us
@TSLAC 

Contact Us

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov


Summary

• Finding aids and 
online search tools 

• Search, browse, or 
download 

• Reproductions and 
appointments



Citations
• What this session covers

o Image number 1/103-9, “Archives and Library Building. Austin, Texas. 1963,” Places 
Collection, Prints and Photographs Collections. Archives and Information Services Division, 
Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

• What’s in the state archives?
o Texas Welcome Dinner program, November 22, 1963, General coverage, John F. Kennedy 

assassination scrapbook collection. Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State 
Library and Archives Commission.

o Brownsville, amendment (pp. 218-227), 1921, Texas Secretary of State city charters and 
amendments. Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission.

o Invitation to Santa Anna Dinner and Ball, on July 21 (Saturday), Nacogdoches Archives. 
Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

o Case file number M-2391, “A.G. Walker, et. al. v. Tarrant County,” M case files, Case files, 
Texas Supreme Court records. Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State 
Library and Archives Commission.

o Partial page rom Brenham Banner-Press, December 8, 1941. Archives and Information 
Services Division, Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

o November 28, 1864, John Hancock diary. Archives and Information Services Division, Texas 
State Library and Archives Commission.

o Image number 1932/005-1, “Capitol in the snow, about 1920,” Mabel H. Brooks 
photograph collection. Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State Library and 
Archives Commission. 

o Image number 1991.183-416, “A color-added photograph of a paddle steamer navigating 
the Neches River in Beaumont. Several men and women in formal dress are visible on the 
decks of the steamer, about 1909,” Don Kelly Southeast Texas postcard collection. Sam 
Houston Regional Library and Research Center, Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission. 

o Map number 1440, “Map of Texas and Adjacent Regions in the Eighteenth 
Century,” Map collection. Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State 
Library and Archives Commission.

o ATF0110, “Wall hanging, 1900-1920,” Artifacts collection. Archives and 
Information Services Division, Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 

• Tips for the Archives
o 2016/125-026, Lorenzo de Zavala and Highway Department building photographs. 

Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission.  

• How to access archival materials 
o Navy regulations, 1836, Navy correspondence, Navy Papers, Texas Adjutant 

General's Department. Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State 
Library and Archives Commission. 

• Digital Copies
o Image number 2015/109-7, “Group portrait of two women seated with hats in lap 

and a man standing between them, 1905,” Tina Q. Odim photograph collection. 
Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission. 

o Image number 2011/348-12-42, “Billy Whitmer, , studio portrait in folio by Nolan 
Studios, Alexandria, Louisiana, about 1940s,” Obenchain-Wall family, Photographs, 
Richard Bachman collection. Archives and Information Services Division, Texas 
State Library and Archives Commission.

o Map number 3934, Soil Map, Texas, Austin Sheet, Map collection. Archives and 
Information Services Division, Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

• Thank you
o Image number 1968/089-0166, “Flying L Ranch S 6, 1956,” L.L. Cook Company 

collection. Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State Library and 
Archives Commission.



THANK YOU
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