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What This Session Covers
• US Documents and the Federal Depository Library Program
• Finding US Documents using catalogs
• Finding US Documents online



Texas State Library and Archives Commission
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas 78701



Sam Houston Regional Library and Research Center
650 FM 1011 Rd, Liberty, TX 
77575Hours: Tuesday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 

and Saturday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Texas State Library and Archives Commission

• Mission:
• Provide Texans access to needed information
• Preserve the archival record of Texas
• Enhance the service capacity of public, academic, and school libraries
• Assist public agencies in the maintenance of their records
• Meet the reading needs of Texans with disabilities

• Service Areas:
• Reference and Information Center
• Texas State Archives
• Sam Houston Center (Liberty, TX)

www.tsl.texas.gov



ABOUT US DOCUMENTS



What are US Documents?
• Publications/published works
• Created by a federal government agency 
• Use the SuDoc (Superintendent of Documents) classification system.



Why US Documents?
• Historical research
• Current topics
• Government and policy development over time
• Genealogy



Finding US Documents 
Print

Nearly 1,250 federal depository libraries nationwide!

Search for a depository library near you:
https://catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/FDLPdir.jsp

Online
• Catalog of US Government Publications: 

catalog.gpo.gov

• Congressional Research Service Reports: 
crsreports.congress.gov

• HathiTrust Digital Library: hathitrust.org

• Internet Archive: archive.org

• And many more…

https://catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/FDLPdir.jsp


Finding US Documents 
Print

Nearly 1,250 federal depository libraries nationwide!

Search for a depository library near you:
https://catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/FDLPdir.jsp

Online
• Catalog of US Government Publications: 

catalog.gpo.gov

• Agency website, ex:
Congressional Research Service Reports: 
crsreports.congress.gov

• HathiTrust Digital Library: hathitrust.org

• Internet Archive: archive.org

• And many more…

https://catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/FDLPdir.jsp


LIBRARY CATALOG



Searching the Catalog

www.tsl.texas.gov/catalog

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/catalog


Searching the Catalog



Searching the Catalog



Searching the Catalog: Advanced

www.tsl.texas.gov/catalog

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/catalog


Browsing the Catalog

Source: US Government Publishing Office



Accessing US Documents at TSLAC
• Contact ref@tsl.texas.gov for access options, which can include:

• Scans of a limited number of pages
• Link to electronic version if available
• Referral to another FDLP likely to have the document

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov


Searching the GPO Catalog
• The Catalog of U.S. Government Publications is maintained by the 

Government Publications Office (GPO).
• Best for records 1976-present though is updated daily.
• Search historical and current publications by keyword or Advanced 

Search options.
• Includes links to full documents, when available.
• Find a Federal Depository Library near you with holdings.

catalog.gpo.gov



Call Number Resources
• FDLP website:

• About Class Stems: 
www.fdlp.gov/classification-guidelines/class-stem-structure

• List of Classes: 
www.fdlp.gov/file-repository/collection-management/list-of-classes

• Print Resources:
• Andriot’s Guide to U.S. Government Publications
• Monthly Catalog of United States Government Publications

• Printed 1895-2004
• Used for publications issued prior to 1976 that may not yet be in online catalogs

http://www.fdlp.gov/classification-guidelines/class-stem-structure
http://www.fdlp.gov/file-repository/collection-management/list-of-classes


Searching HathiTrust Digital Library
• HathiTrust is a non-profit organization that collaborates with research 

libraries and other organizations to preserve publications and make 
them freely available when they are in the public domain

• General search: 

https://www.hathitrust.org/


Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
Physical Address: 1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711
Phone: (512) 463-5455
Email: ref@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center
Physical Address: 650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575
Phone: (936) 336-8821
Email: SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Like & Follow Us
@TSLAC 

Contact Us

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov


Summary

• Defined US Documents
• Overviewed major sources for:

• Finding US Documents 
in print and online 

• Supporting your research
• Learned strategies for

searching TSLAC’s catalog



THANK YOU
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