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Click here to seel S Wadngeractive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to seel S W@&B control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data -heavy tool.

Click here to access | S Warshive of interactive time -lapse maps of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control -of-terrain map that
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time -lapse
map archive monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:30pm ET on January 27.ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the January 28 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, and

Kremlin  officials claimed that Russia is in an existential geopolitical conflict with an

alleged modern Nazi movement that extends beyond Ukraine while marking the 80th
anniversary of the breaking of the siege of Leningrad. Putin attended the opening of a

memorial to the Soviet victims of Nazi genocide in Leningrad Oblast on January 27 and focused
heavilyonlong-st andi ng c¢l ai ms that Russi a Putisalsbasgehedthatg
select countries have adopted Nazi ideology and methods and tied this assertion to a number of
European states promoting ARRPResbDphdbrhaasdatsabat
everything to suppress and finally extermi nat e Nazi smo and cast Russi a
of millions of people...all over the pl amBearusidnor
President Alexander Lukashenko also attended the ceremony and stated that Belarusand Rus i a o0 a't
again faced with the question of the right to life of our civilization and the preservation of
ancestral .. . [ and]RussianlForeign mtelliggnael Serdce (SYR) Ditector Sergei

Naryshkin stated that Russia will not stop halfway in its fight against current Nazi followers, and
Russian State Duma Chairman Vyachesl av Vol odin e
the norm...for | eaders of NATO statesodo and speci
Prime Ministe r Justin Trudeau, United Kingdom (UK) Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, French President
Emmanuel Macron, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz of sponsoring genocide in

Ukraine.[5] Vol odin framed this alleged growing fasci st
|l ead to a new world war. o[ 6]

Nazi Germany besieged Leningrad for over two years during the Second World War, causing the

deaths of roughly 1.5 million Soviet citizens. Putin was born in Leningrad in 1952, and his grandfather
was seriously wounded while defending the city. Putin likely sought to leverage his known if unstated
personal connection with the siege and the emotional appeal of one of the most dramatic moments in
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the Great Patriotic War (Second World War) to expand his overall ideological framing of the conflict
with the West to which he has committed Russia.

Putin has long tried to construct an ideology for Russia that he can use to support a
geopolitical confrontation  with the West reminiscent of the Cold War, and the Kremlin

may increasingly use existing rhetoric about fighting Nazism to support this effort. The
Kremlin has called for fidenazificationo in Ukrai
has used information operations about Ukrainian
in the mythos of the Great Patriotic War.[7] Russian officials have previously applied the label of

ANazi smo to Western states and actors outside Uk
and Volodinds |ikely coordinated rhetoric on Jan
labelanyper cei ved adversary and possiTheKyemlinimayhavat i r e
decided that the simple narrative that Russia and other states are fighting a geopolitical Nazi force is a
more effective I mmediat e nar r goealteRussiam atizenstatdan P ut
Russian speakers in the territory of the former Soviet Union and Russian Empire with the ideology of

t he @A Rus s i RusskiyWirr),lwhkiah is pased on purposefully amorphous ethnic identities that

are not agreed upon and t hatethracrcempasition®dds wi t h Ru

Lukashenkods participation in this rhetorical po
may believe that this narrative iIis also easier t
Russians and theRusskiy Mir. The Kremlin has increasingly sought to cast Russia as a main actor

within the fAworld majority, o which it has define
objectively opposesodo the West (using thedword fAo

Communist ideology).[10] TheKr e ml i n 6 s o0 v éMestarnrseatss have yent@acknowledge

that these states have cultural, ideological, and political differences and that many of these states are
likely unwilling to involve themselves in Russian appeals to the Russkiy Mir. The Kremlin may hope
that Afighting fascismo will be an easier rhetor
fictitious Aworl d majority. o

Putin specifically accused the Baltic states of adopting i Na z i slikely oas part of

continued Kremlin efforts to set information  conditions for future Russian aggression

against NATO members.[11] Putin alleged that the Baltic states have declared thousands of
people |Iliving there fisubhuman, 0 are Adeprivingh
them t o Aper daughtPutiodid not[sgedfically claim that the Baltic stat es are
Apersecutingo Russi ans o rfficiduhave roatinely sqoused Batic s , Kr e m
governments oNazjiavi pgl fniews and of oppressi nfpe Ru s
Kremlin has historically used its concept of #fAco
Russians and Russianspeakers of other ethnicities, to justify Russian aggression in neighboring

states.[14] ISW continues to assess that Kremlin officials and mouthpieces may be attempting to set
information conditions for possible future Russian aggression in the Baltic stat esi and other NATO
members, suchas Finlandi under the guise of protectingTh®ussi
Kremlin may al so use the pretext of protecting p

Myanmar banks reportedly connected to the Russian System for the Transfer of
Financial Messages (SPFS) banking system, a Russian analogue for the Society for
Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunications (SWIFT) banking system. Russian
Minister of Economic Development Maxim Reshetnikov stated on January 27 that Myanmar banks
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recently connected to SPFS, which will allow Russian and Myanmar businesses to freely buy and sell
products.[16] Russia began developing its SPFS banking system in 2014, following US threats to

di sconnect Russia from SWIFT gsiomofUkanp, andsoeghly2® Rus s
countries have joined SPFS in the past 10 years.[17[The Washington Postreported that internal

Russian Security Council documents show that Kremlin officials are working to undermine the

dol |l ards r ol e a sencganavimpeltodvork wite @€hina te create a new financial system

to bypass Western dominance of global financial transactions.[18] Unnamed European security

officials told the Washington Postthat it is unclear if China has any real interest in this effort.[19]

Russian forces conducted a limited series of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine

on January 26 and 27. Ukrainian military officials reported that Russian forces struck civilian
infrastructure in Myrnohrad and Novohrodivka in Donetsk Oblast and Antonivka, Kherson Oblast
with nine S-300 missiles and in Slovyansk, Donetsk Oblast with an Iskander-M missile on January 26
and 27.[20] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces shot down all four Shahed -
136/131 drones that Russian forces launchedat Ukraine on January 27.[21] Southern Operational
Command Spokesperson Colonel Nataliya Humenyuk stated on January 26 that Ukrainian forces are
improving and strengthening their ability to counter Russian drone adaptations, including
adaptations for Shahed drones.[22]

Russian authorities are likely blocking communications in the Sakha Republic for the

fourth consecutive day following January 24 protests in support of a Russian citizen

allegedly murdered by a naturalized Russian citizen from Tajikistan. Local Sakha Republic
outlets reported on January 27 that disruptions to WhatsApp and Telegram services continue

following reported outages on the night of January 24.[23] The local news outlets also noted that

Sakha Republic Digital Development Deputy Mini ster Andrei Suslov stated on January 24 that
Russian federal censor Roskomnadzoro6s fAprevent at
that no officials have since commented on continued disruptions as of January 27.[24] Former

Yakutsk Mayor Sardana Avksenteva and @kha Party of Business Head Vitaly Obedin stated that all
internet connection and communication has slowed, creating difficulties for online commerce and

digital document organization.[25] Russian authorities are likely attempting to preemptively stifle a
potenti al resurgence i n protests and fistrengthen
accordance with Sakha Republic Head Ai senRussiark ol a
sources notably did not report similar widespread communicatio n outages during or following several

days of protest in Bashkortostan.

Key Takeaways:

1 Russian President Vladimir Putin, Belarusian President Alexander
Lukashenko, and Kremlin officials claimed that Russia is in an existential
geopolitical conflict with an alleged modern Nazi movement that extends
beyond Ukraine while marking the 80th anniversary of the breaking of the
siege of Leningrad.

1 Putin has long tried to construct an ideology for Russia that he can use to
support a geopolitical confrontation  with the West reminiscent of the Cold
War, and the Kremlin may increasingly use existing rhetoric about fighting
Nazism to support this effort.
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Putin specifically accused the Baltic states of adopting fi Na z i slikely oas part
of continued Kremlin efforts to set information  conditions for future Russian
aggression against NATO members.

Myanmar banks reportedly connected to the Russian System for the Transfer
of Financial Messages (SPFS) banking system, a Russian analogue for the
Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunications (SWIFT)
banking system.

Russian forces conducted alimited series of drone and missile strikes against
Ukraine on January 26 and 27.

Russian authorities are likely blocking communications in the Sakha Republic
for the fourth consecutive day following January 24 protests in support of a
Russian citizen allegedly murdered by a naturalized Russian citizen from
Tajikistan.

Russian forces made recent confirmed advances near Kupyansk, Kreminna,
and Avdiivka amid continued positional engagements along the entire line of
contact on January 27.

UK outlet the Telegraph reported on January 26, citing an unnamed Western
official, that Russia is spending roughly 40 percent of its GDP on the war in
Ukraine, more than Russian national spending on health and education.
Russian federal subjects continue to establish patronage networks with
occupied areas of Ukraine.
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Ukraine

and Main Russian Maneuver Axes
as of January 27, 2024, 3:00 PM ET

Belarus Russia m S

* INETITUTE FOR THE
STUDY OF WAR

CRITICAL
THREATS
THE DR. JACK LONDON
.Chernihi\/ GEOSPATIAL FUND
Sumye Subordinate main effort -
Poland * Capturing Donetsk Oblast
. Kyiv
i Kharkiv*
Vinpytsia Ukraine o g
4 Main effort
) i - Eastern
Dnipro ¢ Ukraine
Zaporizhia®
Mykolaiv *
Odesa®
Romania

Supporting
effort 1 -
Southern Axis

(O Significant Fighting in the Past 24 Hours

3 Russian-controlled Ukrainian Territory before February 24
! Assessed Russian Advances in Ukraine”

[ Assessed Russian-controlled Ukrainian Territory

£ 2! Claimed Ukrainian Counteroffensives

Reported Ukrainian Partisan Warfare

£ Z ! Claimed Russian Control over Ukrainian Territory

o 150 300 600 Kilometers

L 1 I 1 | I 1 ] |
Map by George Barros, Kateryna Stepanenko, Noel Mikkelsen, Daniel Mealie, Thomas Bergeron,
Mitchell Belcher, and Shaylei Dauphinais
© 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activies are well -
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activittes on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations  of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes
against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.
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Russian Main Effort T Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 i Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 1 Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
Russian Supporting Effort i Southern Axis
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Russian Main Effort 1 Eastern Ukrain e

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 7 Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces recently made a confirmed advance northeast of Kupyansk. Geolocated footage
published on January 27 shows that Russian forces recently advanced west of Synkivka (northeast of
Kupyansk).[27] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian elements d the 47th Tank Division (1st
Guards Tank Army, Western Military District [WMD]) captured Tabaivka (southeast of Kupyansk),
although ISW has not observed evidence confirming this claim.[28] Russian and Ukrainian sources
stated that positional engagements continued near Synkivka and southeast of Kupyansk near
Stelmakhivka, Tabaivka, and Berestove.[29] Kharkiv Oblast Military Administration Head Oleh
Synehubov stated that the most intense engagements in the Kupyansk direction are occurring in the
Synkivka and Tabaivka areas.[30] Ukrainian Ground Forces Command Spokesperson Lieutenant
Colonel Volodymyr Fityo reported that a large number of Russian artillery strikes in the Khortytsia
direction (the Kupyansk, Lyman, and Bakhmut directions) indicates that Russian forces are trying to
advance in these directions.[31]JEl ement s of the Russian AVeter 177
(Russian General Staff Main Directorate or GRU) reportedly continue operating in the Kupyansk
direction.[32]

Russian forces recently made confirmed advances near Kreminna in the Lyman direction. Geolocated
footage published on January 27 shows that Russian forces recently advanced east of Makiivka
(northwest of Kreminna) and west of Dibrova (southwest of Kreminna ).[33] Russian and Ukrainian
sources stated that positional engagements continued west of Kreminna near Yampolivka, Torske,
and Terny; southwest of Kreminna near Dibrova, and south of Kreminna near

Bilohorivka.[34] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Ma shovets stated that Russian forces have
increased efforts to advance in the direction of the Terny-Makiivka line.[35] Mashovets stated that
elements of the Russian 164th Motorized Rifle Brigade (25th Combined Arms Army [CAA]) are
operating in the direction of Yampolivka and that elements of the Russian 752nd Motorized Rifle
Regiment (3rd Motorized Rifle Division, 20th CAA, WMD) are operating in the direction of
Makiivka.[36] Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 169th Motorized Rifle Brigade (25th
CAA) are operating west and northwest of Dibrova with elements of the 144th Motorized Rifle
Division (20th CAA, WMD).[37] El ement s of the Chechen Akhmat Sp
reportedly continue to operate near Kreminna and Bilohorivka.[38]
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Assessed Control of Terrain
Around Luhansk Oblast as of

January 27, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 i Donetsk Oblas t (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Ru s s ipeXies in Donbas)

Russian forces reportedly recently advanced west of Bakhmut and continued positional engagements
with Ukrainian forces in the Bakhmut area on January 27. A prominent Kremlin -affiliated milblogger
claimed on January 26 that Russian forces advanced to the ouskirts of lvanivske (west of Bakhmut)
and gained a foothold on the intersection of Sadova and Shoseina Streets along the T0504 (Bakhmut
Chasiv Yar) highway, although ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[39] A Russian

0St eZzom i nst r wedtha Russtah farcemcontrol 40 percent of Bohdanivka (northwest of
Bakhmut) but acknowledged that the settlement is not tactically significant for Russian efforts to
advance towards Chasiv Yar (west of Bakhmut) since Bohdanivka is located in a lowland ad is
vulnerable to Ukrainian artillery fire.[40] Positional fighting continued northwest of Bakhmut near
Bohdanivka; west of Bakhmut near lvanivske; and southwest of Bakhmut near Klishchiivka,
Andriivka, and Shumy.[41] Elements of the 137th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (106th VDV Division) are
reportedly operating on Bakhmut 6s northern f|
(Northern Fleet) are reportedly operating near the Berkhivka reservoir northwest of Bakhmut, and

A

elements of the 58th Spetstaz Batt al i on (1st Donetsk Peopl eds

reportedly operating in the Bakhmut area.[42]

an
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Assessed Control of Terrain in Bakhmut as of
January 27, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Russian forces recently advanced near Avdiivka amid continued positional fighting in the area on
January 27. Geolocated footage published on January 27 indicates that Russian forces recently
advanced further south of Vesele (northeast of Avdiivka).[43] Russian sources claimed on January 26
and 27 that Russian forces continue to focus offensive operations on the southern outskirts of

Avdiivka and in the southernmost residential area of the settlement.[44] Ukrainian military observer
Kostyantyn Mashovetsstate d t hat recent Russian gains in the
Avdiivkads southern outskirts and along Soborna
encirclement of Ukrainian forces operating in the immediate area.[45] Positional fight ing continued
northwest of Avdiivka near Novobakhmutivka and Stepove; near Avdiivka itself; west of Avdiivka near
Tonenke; south of Avdiivka near Opytne; and southwest of Avdiivka near Vodyane, Pervomaiske, and
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Nevelske.[46] Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Commander Brigadier General Oleksandr
Tarnavskyi stated that Russian forces have intensified assaults in an area of the front that includes the
Avdiivka direction.[47] Elements of the 80th and 239th Tank regiments (both of the 90th Tank
Division, 41st Combined Arms Army, Central Military District) are reportedly operating in the

Avdiivka area, elements of the 55th Motorized Rifle Brigade (41st Combined Arms Army, Central
Military District) are reportedly oper ating near Spartak, and elements of the 9th Motorized Rifle

Brigade (1st Donetsk Peoplebs Republic [DNR] Arnm
Pervomaiske.[48]
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Assessed Control of Terrain near Donetsk City

as of January 27, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against but do not
control.

Note: A Ukrainian source claimed on January 25 that Ukrainian forces recaptured between 80 and 100 meters south of
Avdiivka. A Ukrainian source claimed on January 25 that Ukrainian forces recaptured between 500 meters and 1.5
kilometers in the Novomykhailivka direction. A Russian source claimed on January 23 that Russian forces advanced over
one kilometer near the Avdiivka sand quarry.

Positional fighting continued west and southwest of Donetsk City on January 27. Russian and
Ukrainian sources stated that positional fighting occurred west of Donetsk City near Heorhiivka and
southwest of Donetsk City near Pobieda and Novomykhailivka.[49] Elements of the Russian 114th
Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR Army Corps) are reportedly operating near Chervone (south of
Donetsk City).[50]

A e
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Positional fighting continued in the Donetsk -Zaporizhia Oblast border area on January 27, but there
were no confirmed changes to the front in this area. Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that there
were positional engagements southeast of Velyka Novosika near Zolota Nyva, south of Velyka
Novosilka near Staromayorske, and southwest of Velyka Novosilka near Rivnopil and

Pryyutne.[51] Elements of the Russian 394th Motorized Rifle Regiment (127th Motorized Rifle
Division, 5th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Easte rn Military District) and the Russian 34th Motorized
Rifle Brigade (49th CAA, Southern Military District) are reportedly operating near Pryyutne.[52]
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where [SW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks
against but do not control.

Russian forces recently made a marginal advance in western Zaporizhia Oblast amid continued
positional fighting in the area on January 27. Geolocated footage published on January 27 indicates
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that Russian forces recently marginally advanced west of Robotyne.[53] Ukrainian and Russian
sources stated that positional fighting continued south of Chervone (northeast of Robotyne), west of
Verbove (east of Robotyne), and in the direction of Novoprokopivka (just south of

Robotyne).[54] Elements of the Russian 247th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (7th VDV Division) are
reportedly operating near Verbove.[55]

Positional engagements continued in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast on January 27, but there were
no confirmed changes to the front in this area. Ukrainian and Russian sources stated that positional
fighting continued near Krynky.[56] Ukrainian military ob server Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that
Russian forces have been regrouping and replenishing units operating between Oleshky and
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