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Directions
I. Read the text of the bill before Congress.

2. Review background information about the bill.

3. Examine the document assigned to you and answer the questions below.

What group or individual did you read about?

Summarize this person’s or group’s stance on the bill (list two to three main points of the argument):

What evidence (if any) does your individual or group provide to support the argument?

What external factors might have shaped this and how it was received by the intended audience?
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THE WAGNER-ROGERS BILL OF 1939

Sen. Robert Wagner speaks with Rep. Edith Nourse Rogers about their bill to admit German refugee children.
Actress Helen Hayes, who testified in support of the bill, sits in the middle. Libmry ofCongress

On February 9, 1939, in an attempt to help rescue Jews fleeing Nazi persecution, Senator Robert Wagner,
a Democrat from New York, and Representative Edith Nourse Rogers, a Republican from Massachusetts,
introduced a bill to permit the entry of 20,000 refugee children, ages 14 and under, from Nazi Germany
into the United States over the course of two years (10,000 in 1939 and 10,000 in 1940) outside of the
existing quota limit.

Charity organizations, religious groups, and labor unions across the country publicized the plight of
German refugee children in an attempt to gain support for the Wagner-Rogers “Child Refugee” Bill.
However, self-described “patriotic organizations” favoring restrictive immigration strongly opposed

the bill and claimed that the refugee children would deprive American children of scarce resources. The
fight over immigration and refugees was waged in newspaper editorials and even a radio play. For several
months in spring 1939, Congress debated whether or not it would allow this group of refugee children to
immigrate to the United States from Nazi Germany.
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
FeBruary 9, 1939

Mr. Wacexer introduced the following joint resolution; which was read twice
and referred to the Committee on Immigration

JOINT RESOLUTION

To authorize the admission into the United States of a limited

number of German refugee children.

Whereas there is now in progress a world-wide effort to facili-
tate the emigration from Germany of men, women, and
children of every race and creed suffering from conditions
which compel them to seek refuge in other lands; and

Whereas the most pitiful and helpless sufferers are children of

tender years; and

Whereas the admission into the United States of a limited num-
ber of these children can be accomplished without any

danger of their becoming public charges, or dislocating '

American industry or displacing American labor; and

Whereas such action by the United States would constitute the
most immediate and practical contribution by our liberty-
loving people to the cause of human freedom, to which we
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are inseverably bound by our institutions, our history, and
our profoundest sentiments: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate‘ and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That not more than ten thousand immigration visas may be
issued during each of the calendar years 1939 and 1940,
in addition to those authorized by existing law and not-
withstanding any provisions of law regarding priorities or
preferences, for the admission into the United States of
children fourteen years of age or under, who reside, or at
any time since January 1, 1933,‘have resided, in any ter-
ritory now incorporated in Germany, and who are other-
wise eligible: Provided, That satisfactory assurances are
given that such children will be supported and properly
cared for through the voluntary action of responsible citi-
zens or responsible private organizations of the United States

and consequently will not become public charges.
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remooneress - S. J. RES. 64
JOINT RESOLUTION

To authorize the admission into the United
States of a limited number of German
refugee children.

By Mr. WaGNER

FEBRUARY 9, 1939
Read twice and refarred to the Committee on
Immigration
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76th CONGRESS
1st SESSION

S.]. RES. 64

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
FEBRUARY 9, 1939

Mr. Wagner introduced the following joint resolution; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Immigration

JOINT RESOLUTION

To authorize the admission into the United States of a limited number of German refugee children.

Whereas there is now in progress a world-wide effort to facilitate the emigration from Germany of men, women, and
children of every race and creed suffering from conditions which compel them to seek refuge in other lands; and

Whereas the most pitiful and helpless sufferers are children of tender years; and

Whereas the admission into the United States of a limited number of these children can be accomplished without any
danger of their becoming public charges, or dislocating American industry or displacing American labor; and

Whereas such action by the United States would constitute the most immediate and practical contribution by our
liberty-loving people to the
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cause of human freedom, to which we are inseverably bound by our institutions, our history, and our profoundest
sentiments: Now, therefore, be it

1.

N

NI N - L )

10.

11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives

. of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

. That not more than ten thousand immigration visas may be
. issued during each of the calendar years 1939 and 1940,

. in addition to those authorized by existing law and not-

. withstanding any provisions of law regarding priorities or

preferences, for the admission into the United States of

children fourteen years of age or under, who reside, or at

. any time since January 1, 1933, have resided, in any ter-

ritory now incorporated in Germany, and who are other-
wise eligible: Provided, That satisfactory assurances are
given that such children will be supported and properly
cared for through the voluntary action of responsible citi-
zens or responsible private organizations of the United States

and consequently will not become public charges.
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SENATOR ROBERT REYNOLDS

Robert Reynolds, 1940. Library of Congress

Robert Rice Reynolds was born in June 1884 in Asheville, North Carolina. He attended the University of
North Carolina, but never graduated. He was accepted at the University of North Carolina Law School
and never officially enrolled, but attended some lectures and was admitted to the North Carolina bar in
1908. After a few political defeats, he successfully ran for the United States Senate in 1932 as a Democrat.

He supported Roosevelt’s New Deal programs and was a fervent isolationist, opposing Roosevelt’s
international efforts so strongly that the president supported Reynolds’ primary challenger in 1938. In 1939,
he started an antisemitic newspaper, the American Vindicator, which ran until 1942. In 1944, the Democratic
Party supported a different senatorial candidate, and Reynolds retired. He practiced law and real estate in
North Carolina until his death in 1963.

" Horoeaust

ME
USEUM ushmm.org/ DEBATING THE WAGNER-ROGERS BILL


http://www.ushmm.org/americans

Appendix to the Congressional Record (p. 2424-2425)

Our Country, Our Citizens First

Extension of Remarks of Hon. Robert R. Reynolds

Wednesday, June 7, 1939 (excerpt followed by original)

... T have introduced a bill in Congress which would prohibit the immigration of anyone to the United States for the next
ten years, or until such time as our unemployed have been provided with full employment. The bill ought to pass. Itis in
the interest of the American laboring man. It is in the interest of the unfortunate men and women who tonight are out of
employment and who tomorrow will again be looking for employment. It is in the interest of the youth of America who
tomorrow will be seeking employment. Why admit thousands upon thousands annually to this country who come to
usurp the jobs of American citizens? Why not take care of our own first?

My colleague Senator Robert Wagner has introduced in the Senate, and Mrs. Edith Nourse Rogers, Congresswoman, has
introduced in the House, a resolution which provides for the admission of 20,000 refugee children, boys and girls, from
Germany into the United States in the next two years. The bill further provides that these children must each be under
14 years of age and that provision must be made to the effect that they will never become public charges. I am against the
passage of this bill. I am against the passage of any bill that will provide more competition and more hardships for the
sons and daughters of American mothers.... .

In conclusion, I want to say that I am thoroughly of the opinion that the time has come when we should think firstly of
the people of America. Charity ought to begin at home. We ought to look after our own unfortunates whether they are
orphans or whether they are just plain men and women of America, unemployed, before we attempt to take care of the
refugee children of the world, or before we attempt to provide employment for the immigrants of the earth, who seek
residence in America.

Now I'm going to ask you to do your part toward preserving that America for our own men and women—boys and
girls. If you believe that America should be preserved for Americans then tonight write your Congressman and your two
United States Senators and request them to vote against the Wagner-Rogers resolution ... .

Let’s keep America for our boys and girls.

Let’s give American jobs to American citizens.

Let’s empty our prisons of alien criminals and send them back to their native lands.

Let’s deport those alien agitators who are eternally advocating a change in our form of government.

Let’s do our best to save our country from destruction by alien-enemy forces which are boring from within.

Let’s save America for Americans.

Our country, our citizens first.

" Horoeaust
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NON-SECTARIAN COMMITTEE FOR GERMAN REFUGEE CHILDREN

Clarence Pickett, director of the Non-Sectarian Committee. American Friends Service Committee

In the wake of news coverage in the United States of the Kristallnacht attacks, child psychologist
Marion Kenworthy asked Clarence Pickett—the director of the American Friends Service Committee, a
Quaker relief agency, and a close friend of Eleanor Roosevelt—to lead an interfaith, non-sectarian effort
to support legislation to allow the immigration of refugee children from Europe. The Non-Sectarian
Committee for German Refugee Children, which was officially formed in March 1939, stressed the
interfaith aspect of their organization in an effort to avoid raising the ire of xenophobic and antisemitic
opponents of any immigration proposal. The co-chairmen of the committee included George Cardinal
Mundelein, the Archbishop of Chicago, New York Governor Herbert Lehman, and Frank Graham,

the president of the University of North Carolina University. The Wagner-Rogers Bill was the most
prominent piece of legislation they endorsed.
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Statement of Howard A. Seitz, Brooklyn, New York, Assistant Counsel for the Nonsectarian Committee (excerpt followed by original)

We are presented with a situation unique in modern history ... . Children from homes shattered by the dictator wander
helplessly over the face of Europe. They are not the victims of a war or of a famine or of some natural catastrophe. They
are the victims of a planned program of extermination.

Selection of the children will be made in Germany by qualified persons acting under the supervision of the American
Friends Service Committee and allied organizations. The children thus selected will be brought to this country and
placed under the supervision of social agencies of their own faiths. They will be kept for a brief period at the ports of
entry and then will be placed either with responsible American families who will undertake their entire and permanent
care or will be settled in boarding homes. The selection of families to which these children will be entrusted will be under
the supervision of established child-welfare agencies in this country, agencies which for many years have been leaders

in the field of child care and child placement. These agencies will not only see the placement of the children but will
continue supervision after placement to insure that each child remains in a healthy and favorable environment. Each step
of the process of selection, transit, placement, and supervision has been considered and planned by the leading American
experts in the field.

The appeal of the children themselves, the sponsorship underlying the resolution, and the care with which the entire
plan for handling the children has been worked out have combined to produce extraordinary support for the resolution
now before you. I have beside me here a number of endorsements and statements that have been received from persons
in all walks of American life, representatives of all creeds and representatives of all political faiths. In addition to thatI
have this sizable bundle which represents only some of the applications which have been received by the Nonsectarian
Committee and by other organizations interested in child welfare, asking that one or more of these German refugees be
made available to be taken into the homes of Americans.

I would add a word concerning the main objections which have from time to time been urged against the resolution.
The first objection is: The resolution is an opening wedge for breaking down the quota law.

While admittedly the effect of the resolution is to permit the entry of 10,000 children a year for two years, in addition
to the number permitted to enter under the present German quota, the resolution is strictly an emergency measure and
does not alter, except for the emergency, our basic immigration policy.

The second objection is: The children so admitted would, at a later date, seek priority for the admission of their parents
into the United States.

Even if such were the outcome, this would not increase the total number of persons admitted to the United States; only
the order of admission would be changed. Visas for these parents would be dependent on the quotalaw ...

The third objection is: The resolution is limited to German children and ignores suffering children in other countries.

It is the German situation which is the most acute and the resolution recognizes just that. Other central European
countries have not adopted policies comparable to those adopted in Germany ...

The fourth objection is that: This resolution would add heavily to the burden of unemployment in this country.

" Horoeaust
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Statement of Howard A. Seitz, Brooklyn, New York, Assistant Counsel for the Nonsectarian Committee (continued)
The children whom it is proposed to bring in would not enter the labor market for some years... In the meanwhile they
would be consumers. In this connection it is noteworthy that labor has raised its voice in behalf of the resolution ... .

The fifth objection is: As long as there are needy children in this country it is unwise to offer refuge to children of
other lands.

... the country’s leading child-welfare workers testified in favor of the resolution, and have expressed their feeling
that the sympathy aroused for German children will open up new channels of support for the work being done to help
American children.

The sixth objection is that: Bringing in these children would cause a break-up of many families in Germany.

Obviously it is the present German Government which is forcing the breaking up of families. There is no intention to
bring to the United States any children except from families which have already been broken or who are eager to part
with their children despite the personal sacrifice involved.

The seventh objection is that: The children do not constitute a desirable group.

The children would be carefully selected by agencies specially equipped for such selection. No child will be admitted
who fails to meet the requirements of existing law as to physical and mental health.

The eighth objection is that: How can we be sure that the children will not become public charges?

The resolution vests in the appropriate executive department the authority to require satisfactory assurances, and even
after the enactment of the resolution, not a single child can be admitted until those requirements have been fully met.

... The question has been put on several occasions as to whether the children proposed to be helped by the resolution
should not be given priority under the existing quota ... . I cannot refrain from expressing unyielding opposition to this
suggestion. To dam up one of the few remaining outlets for the adult victims of persecution would convert the resolution
now before you from a humanitarian proposal into an act of needless cruelty.

There is nothing more to add. The proposal before you is a simple and kindly gesture, typically American and symbolic of
America’s best. We are still a great democracy, the leading exponent of tolerance and liberty.

The committee respectfully requests that your committee take favorable action on the proposal.

" Horoeaust
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resolution. The to of the State of New York has memorialized
T e e B e At T o 1. var has som
rojeot o .
Tﬁu (L,m.:um. The sssembly of the State?
ik tigfiabe b e B All of the
ow, the support has g EAnarous.
religious denominations have v roval of the bill
through recognized spokesmen, and the Federal Council of Churches
%mhblw%mml resolution of luppﬂri:j 1E|mr lins I.d-dd:;i 1;
¥ generous measure. Mr. Green, president
the Ametican® Fedoration of Labor, Mr. Lewis, ¢ of the
mhdﬂﬁﬂ Organizations, Mr. Wlﬂhg}a{-;midaqt of the
of Railroad Trainmen, and Mr. Dubinsky, president of
the Internstional Ladies’ Garment Workers' Union, have mads their
wiows known to you. Resolutions of various unions havelikewise bean
submitted for your consideration. Edusators in _numhnﬂszaw
oo Prestiunt Wotehios of Ghidags Univansy, Presidant Craham
amt Hu E niversity, an
of the University of North Carolins, President Wilbur of Leland
Btanford, and ident-elect Rainey of the Univerity of Tex
have lpﬂEHI out. Business and professional associations of men an
of women have forwarded to you their opinions in behall of the reso-
lution. From the leaders of opinion in all sections of the country the
rosponse has been clear, unam g and insistent. Not wishing to

1
and other expressions of support, but I exhibit these to You as
axamples of the whole-hearted and almost universal support that this
resolution has elicited. Inlmmm-lﬁml mwb haa been
dm: um'l'u'ullr favorable o hﬂ;hl:l
the land. Vou will recall the statement of the editor »
'lfﬁh has earnestly American action
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Whils admittedly the effect of the resolution is to permit the entry
of 10,000 ehildren a year for 2 in tddiﬁun to l.hu- number per-
mitted to mur under the present the resslution is

strietly an {mu-uumddmm nltummi‘nrtha
%ﬂnﬂr. -.'mr basic

ton
e iarl ehimotion TR shibioey o admibted woukd, ot a Iatee
date, stek priority for the admission of their parents into the United

Mlnuuhwmthunummhwﬂd not increass the total
number of pﬂ'ﬂl]'ll admitted to the United States: only the order of
admission would be ehanged. Vians for thads ta wnnld ba da-
pendent on thu- uota law, and it uurln:'ﬂr be of litte, il any,
um url-hynrmmnﬂhur ult wore admitted,
Inlhlrduh tion is: The ution is limited to i

srea suffering children in other countries,
It- the ﬂu:l.'l'l'un ul‘ulﬂﬂn which is the most acute and the resclution

recognizes hﬂ:& Other central E countrisa have not
adopted po Wlﬂbl‘hthﬂﬂllﬂ'ﬂ in Germany. As for
the children, desperate as their has been and s, most
of them will and can return to Spain w wlrmdltl.mhn
ameliorsted, and those who cannot ean find haven in Mexico which

has offered to receive them.

The ourth objection is that: This resolution would add ]u“ﬂjrm
the burden of unem t in this country.
h&nﬂmwhmn iumﬁhbﬁmmﬂdﬁtﬁﬁlﬂm

market for some years, then only gradu FrEAE -
while they would be consumers. In this connection it is n
that lator has raised its voice in behalf of the resclution

Mr. Posoe. Un.&u'lupmpond tarmas or the h:ﬂtuhhwulﬂh
at least 7 yvears before any of them would enter the labor market,
would it not? ) b

Mr. Serrze. Yes, gir: it would.

Mr. Posoe. Because, not being ll.m. thing

e o i they aqrd pas et 2o ot e 84
r 21st l.pp or
gl i .ﬁ'”
t-umﬂ tlva i . m
which in amtmﬁ tgruj‘

. obj .
country it is unwise to offer to children of other landa, .
The provision Lo be made for the refluges qhildrm would not serve

to relieve the problems of & great number of su Ame il-
dren who ml.urbaﬂ.rd for nugm foster homes hm %
Moreover, the eountry's lending nblls:l-lrdtm workers twtified in
favor of the resolution, and have expressed their f-ad that the
u'upn muud for (German children will o els of

mrl: 'hdn dona to help. u.n [
ﬁu aixth ohjea igt: Bringing in ﬂlua uH.'ItIrm "ﬂlH CHUSE

lhﬂkm'pﬁfuum'flmihuin

Obvicusly; it is the present German Government which ia forcing

ﬂmhruunrupm‘il.mllh-. There is no intention to bring to the
158820 B0——30
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United States m{ children except from families wlich have already
been broken o are eager to part with their children deapite the
al sacrifice involved,

Tha manlh objection is that: The children do not constitute a

desirable group.
The nhlld.mn would be caref)
aqul for such salection. Hunugild will be thn fails tn

mrummunf law as to p and mental health.
h;luhnu is that: eab n'a sure that the children

nnl.
'I‘I'm nmlumn vm lnn:r:wmpﬂnu expontive Ihp-rtmum the

to require satisfactory assurances, and even after the enact-
mmtntthurmluuun not & 8 nhlldmhandmimdunulthm

ﬂﬂﬂ.ll.ﬂnl.
nhﬂﬂmp‘mladmhaﬁ:mm hbamnllrum-hmklmtba m
priority un It i=s urged that thess dreg
eould be thus resoued wi tmrimpiirmmt-n!ﬁ.u quots

:E"nmm' e s e  tha Fok S for, tﬂ
n 0 RN L] i l“] or
adult victima of puma-:u.ﬂnlll'npmﬂd convert the m

ﬂu!mm & humanitarian p mt-nnnnlnl‘nudlmm-l
There is nothing more to add. 'l'hprupnu‘lhufum;muhidmph
and kindly gesture, American and symbolie of America's
beat. Wea are atill grent democracy, thuludmemﬂnmtui
tolerance and of liberty.

The ecommmittes raquests that your committee take

favorable action an ]Jmmnl

be creating » pon & and that would
%ﬂ#ﬂ'ﬂhlh&ﬂﬂﬂmh im;'ﬁﬁ"m:muhm
. 3urrz. We do not, Mr. an. Wa fesl that somewhira
‘along the ling it i reasonable for to sy that humanitarisnism
‘thay erid and that the poliey of thie sountry up to this point must be
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rigidly obsarved. Juﬂwbmihﬂpnhthhhduwnldnm
think I am qualified to I do not think any individual is qualified
tosay. I do think that  In its wisdom, can make such o de-
tmmﬁunu:tqhwuﬁ.. e do not regard the proposed amend-

The Caamman. I think we can close this hearing and stand
Mmtn\rmmﬂnluﬂmmlwk

pon, at 3:30 p. m., hnan:’;l mﬂuﬂuﬂ and the
umuﬂlugjul.hm the Chair
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PATRIOTIC GROUPS

AMERICAN COALITION
- —

PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES

An Organization to Coordinate Patriotic Efforts

Teo Keep America American

598 Madison Avenue
New York City

K23 Albes Building
Waabdagion, D, C.

The American Coalition of Patriotic Societies, one of a plethora of patriotic and fraternal organizations
in the United States in the 1920s and 1930s, was an umbrella organization including the Sons and
Daughters of the American Revolution, the American Legion Auxiliary, and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. The organization’s stated purpose was to “keep America American”; to “advocate restriction
upon immigration ... registration of aliens, [and] deportation of undesirables”; and to “resist efforts of
unassimilated or hyphenated groups to use the Government of the United States for the furtherance of
the policy of foreign governments, states, peoples, or organizations.” The group specifically opposed
Jewish immigrants, who were seen as racially undesirable and potential communists.

The group was founded in 1929, though many members, including the founder, John Bond Trevor,

had participated in similar organizations for years. Trevor was an influential lobbyist for the 1924
Johnson-Reed Immigration Act, and is credited with helping to write the new legislation, which limited
immigration overall and privileged immigrants believed to be racially and economically desirable.
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Statement of Francis H. Kinnicutt, President, Allied Patriotic Societies, Inc., New York City (excerpt followed by original)
... The Allied Patriotic Societies is a group of about 30 societies, which I happen to be president of...

This society ... was very active at the time of both the passage of the 1924 quota law and in putting into effect, that is, the
National Origins Act, which gave every country of Europe a portion of our immigration proportioned exactly to the
number of people in this country already of that nationality.

We have always thought that that was a very sound and fair principle. And one of the motives undoubtedly was not to
prevent any tremendous change, racially or nationally, from foreign nationalities in our existing population.

I don’t admit that there is anything wrong about that. I think it is wise. I think it is right for the Nation to decide to
preserve a certain amount of homogeneity and not be swamped by a flood of immigration such as we were getting from
year to year from races that had hitherto been very meagerly represented and that would have put an entirely different
complexion on our political and social institutions if it had been allowed to goon ... .

... [T]he board of directors of the Allied Patriotic Societies, Inc., is opposed to the passage of the Senate Joint Resolution
64 (Senator Wagner) and House Joint Resolution 165 (Mr. Dingell) to admit into the United States 20,000 children ... “in
addition to those authorized by existing law ...” on the following grounds:

1. On the humanitarian grounds on which all social agencies agree that children should not be separated from their
parents and that foster parentage or institutional upbringing is prejudicial to children.

2. These children would soon compete with American youth for jobs in this country, one-third of our unemployed
being under 25 years of age.

3. The passage of the joint resolution would inevitably lead to further breaking down of our immigration quotas by
being used as a plea that the families of these 20,000 children should also later be admitted ... .

4. The bill by no means makes adequate provision that these 20,000 children will not become public charges, a ground
of exclusion under existing law.

5. The bill violates a fundamental principle of our immigration law, namely, the apportionment of our immigration
strictly in accordance with the national origins of our population. The resolution would give an unfair proportion
to ... Germany, to the prejudice of all others.

Our position is not that we are unsympathetic with the sufferings of people in foreign lands, due to racial and political
persecution in a number of European countries, particularly Germany; but we believe that the problem dealing with the
situation thus created cannot be solved by one nation alone, or beyond the limits imposed by the just needs of the people
of these United States.

" Horoeaust
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Louisiana was most emphatic asking the dlmt. uestion whether
Ware hm‘”ﬂ ul’hmﬂmr lm ; in emigrants,
. Winsers, I am afraid that they are u:nh ﬁ with sentiment
ﬂﬂmthlnwit.hthamhdlmhn{thaum tomn.,
The Ceamuan. I am glad to hear that. I they are, it is cortainly

mmatlﬂn,g.
Mr. Avvew. Mr. Witness, lesa of whather would become
mmtlmn in the market with American labor at the pimm tirnn
umutaﬂ:ayluﬂhmﬂwwunld eat American grub, would

not?

.E:I.ul.ilt. Tl:mt-wmﬂ{l ing more American grub into demnand.

. Arven. They would eat rican grub that some American
child would like to
* Mr. Eramen. And they would use coiton, and we would have to
use more cotton.

. Winmern., Mr. Chairman, you have been most sonrteous, and
the members of this committes and I want to thank you I'trrt.hi'aup-
portunity of voleing our sentimentsa.’

BTATEMENRT OF FEANCIS H. KINNICUTT, FRESILENT, ALLIED
PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES, INC., NEW YORE CITY

The Cuarmuay. Whom do you upnunﬂ

Mr. Kmvnrcrrr. I am the Allied Patriotie Societies,
Ine., Broadway, New York City.

Imuhmunhumqmﬂu“ Unaiuﬂ]uﬂmtm-
l'linhad th W?Erk y nftbalal.dlhq' ﬂﬂ m'“
o ring the war and was one gu an
tiona in this country in our struggle with Germany. [t first honorary

doent was Theodors Roosovelt; and the lost &ulﬂm messago that
delivered before he disd was to the society at the great mesting at
the Hippodrome, and his theme was in defense of religion on the part
of the peo ip;lm in this matter,

ed Patriotie Socioties is a group of about 30 societies, which I
happen to hathapmduntul Thn.tumpl:ma]lunu Tt doss not
pretond to bind the feelings of the membaora of the soclety, But we
work in this way: Wa ha.\ra mon conferences, and one delegats ia
allowed for a-:u:d.a and wa Iy over recommend anyihing
that we don’t know w-un]d hove practically unanimous support. So

“But-thum:'luum the votes of this organization, and th
0 Lhn ﬂl‘gl.'ﬂlll-
tion in 1922 mimﬂmﬂmwn,umtm when there wes o
£ of disloyalty in New York City and communism—
this soclely wos ized by leading patriotic societies by Franeds
Bateman and the Sons of the Revolution, the Sons of the American
lhﬂuhtinn. and the Endﬂg of the Columbian Order, the Tammany

h has mmth' uwnl :nﬂr membe
o think .

that our work i8 useful in eoordina the efforta of tha

d.iﬂurmt. tie socleties. Weo don't elaim to be any mmg
ANy else, but we do claim that we are interested in things

than

from m ch rutrhhdh‘nh:l.gﬂﬂu:n

m;:. ﬂm'l:ﬂ" hfu and n ‘f#n“imﬂ’mm
Pl TR b b e e

h gave every country of
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waﬂwmunlmmEthmmlh. . i

el maal.inﬁ:{nnd this resolution was unani-
mously . It waa held ot the Murray Hill Hotal,

The Cranuay. How many were present?

Mr, Kmssacvrr, One from  ench organizetion, It is omly the

dnmu-- About 30 or 35 people.

Cuatrsan. Thirty-five T
Mr, Kiwmover. Thet would be our average attandance,
This was the resolution that they passed:

Resolped, That tho board of directors of the Allled Patriotle Socleties, Ino., is
@ to the passage of the Bonate Joint Resslation o4 (Banaior ﬂmﬂd’ﬁ

oissn Jodnt Resalatbon 165 (Mr, Dingell) to ndmit inko the United States
chibdron of 14 yenrs and un who reside or who have within the lssd 8 years
reslded in Germany “'in addition to thoss sutborissd by oxisting law"' (that b, oul-
dnlin of tho lmandgration quotas) on the following grounds:

. O the hamanitarian grounds on whish all cocial ageneies sgres that children
Mmuwmmﬂmmdtmmlrmnwwiuﬂh-
tonnl bl up Is projudielal to 2

2, Theso oh n would soon with youth for joba I thia
eountry, ops-third of our unsmplo being undor 25 dm

i, passago of the joint resalba wﬂdi lead ta the Tarther broak-
um-ﬂmimmmu mmquuwmmmluﬂ
Mi‘.ﬁﬂﬂﬁm later ba adebtted, ou of the .mﬂd—
bewa o fitmess or gqualifications under our own | fi ! thay
separation of familiss produced by this very b used s mn arge-
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Mr. Leswsxr. You stated that it was & general ery for generations.
What do vou mean?

Mr. Kisxrcorr. [ didn't say fm' generations. I sald “for years."

Mr. Lesivaxr. How many years?

Mr. Kmsicorr. Ever since thnquutlmt-uini' 1924 was passad

there has been a running attempt to enlargs on gquota admissions on
'lhhfruund ulﬂpnmﬂnn of hmﬁfu s
The eame thing happensd years befors that, the

M:agmnmw Thera was at one time & great raid on the ground
ﬂntmunﬂ:tmlnmﬂmrﬂumnlﬂuwhﬂuwﬂd. That was
the other ary—let in 75,000 Armenians. So distinguished & man as
Benator Wil of Mississippi introduced a bill, and it was turnsd

Hh?‘lﬂd‘lll. Was the same ery made at the time that the colonists
came over hore?

Mr. Kwwsncorr. I think that thers has beon a great misconcaption
about the American peoplo that there is no difference at all between
the eolonista and subssquent i ||mmtﬁ:n

Mz, mel In I:ﬁ:ian there is nbsolutely none, I
don't foref are any better than mine, and I dare
you to lhni d:ﬂmntl ¥

Mr. Kmvxierrr, You don't know who my fuml'nﬂ:m WETH,

Mr. r.Idﬂ't-ﬂnwhn they were, wore no better
than mine. Eutnhnddudmthuphuﬂdlngof
much as yours

Mr. Kixxicurr, They may have been botter for all T know.

Mr. Lesinexr. Not any better than mine, and I don't say that
mine wers any battar

Mr, Maoierewsgr Mr. Eﬂm‘rﬂmn fsn’t it a fact that Engimd b
mahmuluntibuﬂnulul'pnmnm to this sountry?

Tlm Onarnuaw. The histories

this country as

Mr. Kmvsrerrr. Wall, England n!.ntni' inge that the colonista
didn’t like. That is the reason we had the ution.
May I go on
EMAN. (o on.

Mr. Macimsewser Lot us hu:r his statoment,
The CHATRMAN.
Mr. Kmwwigvrr {rud.mﬂ

will &“ﬁﬂ?’pmm -DII.H‘.H. & graund of muﬂm Hulm ﬂt—
‘That simply satisfactory assurance, which means very little
The Gr.uluuT‘er I interrupt you for just one question &?

© The CHAIRMAN, Aanmuingm#ﬂutﬂmld ﬂdahrlrn'rm-]
mﬁﬂmmhhmtmmmmtnlﬂ}mw mfnar-
E;l uu.:wldmlwhlnmm,mﬂnhlldmwh

a8 to that. I wouldn't want the bl if it is to be aa it is now,
The Cramaan. Would ‘mx agres then to let them inf
Mr.Mmulm Wi thnquuu,hmd.

The Cramhaas. that he said that.
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Mr. Kmnsrovrrr. Yea.

Mr. Lunn::. My, Chairman, I think that wiis put wro

has no mthﬂhﬂuthmnhifdnnhmm. It is
upmﬂmﬂuw

Mr. Kmnsieorr. Huuhﬂm;upmim I cannot help it if I am
answoring his question.

Mr. Lesivaxr. You ml,'r gave your opinion

Mr. Emssroerr. If I am asked & question, suppose I have a right
to anawer ik,

The Craresan. Yes, sir,

Mr. Emnvmicvrr (reading):

ﬂ Thhdlﬂuhhlf'umdlmmll nulhnfnurm#mnﬂrltl
m#ﬂwinMwm Wththt

Pations] arie of our population. The resolution uhjnn;r unfair
'ﬂ.ﬂ mp:nnﬂhgu.ﬂmnj mT;qudl;- -u:l.l:.-m.-:1

t that ihﬂnﬂththamfarlnp
dmﬁhfﬂhﬁnmmﬂmm : p-armutlmml

tries, partic ; but believe
G e pobi, dolng i o s e i cat
B ong na OFkd, O
al}r of thuu United States, b

ool m:mha td bo refuge to
mmthmiuiun.’hmnt HT ﬁ ﬁmﬁh—

inrhmptl‘:mﬂmn‘:r thefmmar&u-h-h.,
mrw:m:lmumﬁpnm- Buadﬂnlunrulmmhltlnn
Itlﬂll-lnll, the statements of our
nnlufrn nmbhwnnunﬁuminmﬂﬂn; vos in the
l'mnl'!m Lhtﬂthumhr,mﬂtﬂlluuhntun]u'ﬁ
of the leading nmmcu. it appears t.'h.ﬂ:“ the number of

that hu tared sinoe beginning
Hiﬁc‘- “m mnﬁ-’ﬁm & number far bl

than thl total num'h-ar admitted by all other European countries put
tuﬁd:urud lhtitllguingnnttﬂmntaofﬂmnpumum

Lusmsxr, I just want to right thers to question that
100, én. true? IWhhhhlvoifﬂrmph’ Was
Ihlt-l.mmhtmnm

ThnCH.nmlmt Ho is quoting figures. Let him finish his state-
M:I" Lesixsxr, But there are no such. figures that have been

Mr. Kientoorr, 1 will nmnahlrin just & minute,
The Caamman. All 6 do that. :
Mr. Kmwxrcvrr, hlnmthﬂknnumhrhr‘nuhrthmih
hhlnum.bul.dnﬂmd European countries put together,
o lm:ﬂmaii-{}' airman, lnmlin«rll?ﬂﬂutmmaurﬁn
Bgmﬂmq:nlmlmmtlm on. 1 am relying
tatement——

Thl:!l:.tmn Wa will got to that. Just continue.
Mr. Kivwicorr, The gentleman has asked me a question. I have
& right to answer.
CrAmRMAN. [nhdpﬂuﬂﬂhhmm

BY
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR (SUPPORTING)

Child Refugee Bill
Receives Further Support

Tothe Edilor of the Brooklyn Eaple:

Catholic and Protestant clergymen
ihlw: jolned in asking Congress to
support the Wagner-Rogers Relugee
Child bill. Bome of the sponsors of
this blll are Cardinal Mundelein of
Chicago, Canon Anson Phelps Stokes
of the Protestant Eplscopal Church,

The plan is wholly & humanitarian
ametasure, but It has stirred up some
opposition. There are three major
reasons which those who the
bill give—the refugees will be an
economic problem; a social nul-
sance; a political menace,

May I add my volce to the
above ent names who are in
favor of the bill?

The oldest child will be 14 years of
age. so he can in no way compete
with American labor. As a matter
of .fact, both the A. F. of L. and
C. I. O, In principle, support the
Wagner-Rogers bill.

The children in no way will be a
social nulsance, as they cannot enter
our country unless they are guaran-
totd adoption by a family who re-
quests them,

I don't belleve they will be a
litical menace. On the conlrary i.g:-;
will be a potential force for peace.
They will become useful clilrens,
passionately attachsd to the land
which gave them their only chance
to live normal lves,

Other countries already have ac-
cepted thousands of these children.
Let us here In America not forget
our glorfous traditions. As far back
as our Pilgrim Fathers we d
our arms to refugees for tical
and religious freedom.

GEORGE BRAXILLER,
Direclor Young' Peoples Alliance.
Brooklyn, June 26,

Brooklyn Eagle, June 30, 1939

s

US E U M WILLIAM LEVINE FAMILY INSTITUTE
FOR HOLOCAUST EDUCATION
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Child Refugee Bill Receives Further Support
To the Editor of the Brooklyn Eagle:

Catholic and Protestant clergymen have joined in asking Congress
to support the Wagner-Rogers Refugee Child bill. Some of the
sponsors of this bill are Cardinal Mundelein of Chicago, Canon
Anson Phelps Stokes of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

The plan is wholly a humanitarian measure, but it has stirred up
some opposition. There are three major reasons which those who
oppose the bill give—the refugees will be an economic problem; a
social nuisance; a political menace.

May I add my voice to the above prominent names who are in favor
of the bill?

The oldest child will be 14 years of age. So he can in no way
compete with American labor. As a matter of fact, both the A. F. of L.
and C. I O., in principle, support the Wagner-Rogers bill.

The children in no way will be a social nuisance, as they cannot
enter our country unless they are guaranteed adoption by a family
who requests them.

I don’t believe they will be a political menace. On the contrary they
will be a potential force for peace. They will become useful citizens,
passionately attached to the land which gave them their only chance
to live normal lives.

Other countries already have accepted thousands of these children.
Let us here in America not forget our glorious traditions. As far back
as our Pilgrim Fathers we opened our arms to refugees for political
and religious freedom.

GEORGE BRAXILLER,
Director Young Peoples Alliance

Brooklyn, June 26

The Brooklyn Eagle, June 30, 1939
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR (OPPOSING)

Alien Children
Phoenix

Editor,

Arizona Republic,

Sir:

This is one time that I cannot agree with one of your editorials, as
appeared in the Republic this date (April 27) relative to admitting
20,000 German refugee children into this country.

You say this bill is a humanitarian act. No doubt that is true. But, why
should the United States, when millions of workers are unemployed
and hundreds of thousands of American children are hungry, bring in
20,000 foreigners and feed them?

The people who are sponsoring this bill should furnish the money to
take care of these refugees—not the United States taxpayers.

I have read many editorials in your paper lamenting the great burden
being placed on the taxpayers through relief programs of American
citizens, but you failed to state in this editorial that bringing these
children to America would impose any kind of burden. But you did
- state that other nations are taking numbers of these refugee children,
stale that other and it seems only fair that the United States should take its quota. What

|den. But you

! "“-u"' - i “mw ﬁ would be the quota of the United States—who has authority to say?

seems only fair that the United After we have amply provided employment for our unemployed and

|States should take Its quols. What . . . . .
would be the quota of the United there are no hungry American children in this country and there is a

|States—who has authority to say? labor shortage, then, and not until then, should we admit more aliens,
children or grown-ups.

can children In this. country and If the United States should join other nations in forming a colony in
the and some other country and send these refugees there, I don’t believe that

not until then, should we admit| o ; .
mare aliens, children or grown-ups. the many millions of 100 per cent Americans would object. But, why
ﬂgrlh;m‘fn mﬂ?m should we take bread out of our own children’s mouths to take care of
in some olher tt\-cln'm'l'u? ?:‘I;.& 20,000 foreign children? We have too many aliens in this country today.
lieve that the many millions of BILL WILLIAMSON
100 per cent Americans would ob- |
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