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In Response: We thank Dr. Cheng and col-
leagues (1) for their valuable comments regarding 
our study of incubation periods observed for the 
SARS-CoV-2 Omicron BA.5 subvariant in Japan (2). 
As we indicated in our study limitations paragraph, 
“patient pairs with long incubation periods might 
be censored during observational periods, and se-
lection bias might result in underestimation” (2). 
We have several other comments to make regarding 
our study. First, our previous study during the in-
creasing dominance of the Omicron BA.1 subvariant 

only included patients who had 1 exposure day; we 
reported incubation periods of 3.0 days for L452R 
mutation–negative patients and 3.3 days for unvac-
cinated patients (3), which was similar to 3.2 days 
reported in a study of patients with BA.1 infections 
who had multiple exposure days (4). Therefore, the 
effect of only including patients who had 1 exposure 
day should be further evaluated. Second, the incu-
bation period for the BA.5 subvariant in our study 
was 3.0 days for patients with infectors who were 
≤19 years of age and 2.1 days for patients with infec-
tors who were ≥60 years of age (2). Because those 
data are considerably different, adjustment for de-
mographic factors for both infectors and infectees 
might be necessary to compare incubation periods. 
Third, although including patients with multiple 
exposure days decreases selection bias, it might in-
crease uncertainty regarding the actual time of in-
fection (5). Therefore, comparing incubation periods 
in studies that use various methods and evaluating 
corresponding study limitations are useful for re-
view and discussion.
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