


am committed to ensuring that we select the best possible leaders and give them the tools
and resources to care for their Soldiers. My fifth objective is to reduce harmful
behaviors in our Army. This is integral to sustaining a positive command climate at
scale. We need to shift from responding to harmful events after they have happened to
finding ways to prevent them. To do that we must develop and institutionalize
prevention-oriented approaches that year after year will reduce the frequency of harmful
behaviors such as sexual harassment and assault, extremist activity, racism, and domestic
violence. We need to do more to prevent suicide in the Army. I call on leaders to
continue making clear that there is no stigma associated with taking care of yourself and
your family. We should strive to connect our Soldiers with the necessary resources for
their wellbeing. The Army is its people, and a strong, healthy, resilient, trained force is
the most important indicator of our readiness. Finally, the Army is the world’s premiere
land fighting force because we have brought the nation’s best into our ranks. But the
talent and recruiting landscape is changing rapidly, so my sixth objective is to
strategically adapt the way we recruit and retain talent into the Army in order to
sustain the all-volunteer force. We need to tell the Army’s story in new ways to ensure
we remain the first choice for Americans who want to serve their country. We need to
reach out to Americans from all backgrounds, talents, and geographies and give them
multiple reasons to come in and stay in our great Army. My goal is to help all Americans
to be able to see themselves in what the Army has to offer.

I am excited to continue working with General McConville, Sergeant Major of the Army
Grinston and senior leaders throughout the force on the extraordinary opportunities that
lay before the Total Army. I look forward to hearing from all of you about how things are
across the force. The tasks ahead of us are bigger than any one of us and need every
Soldier’s and Army civilian’s efforts if we are to be successful. Ammy Strong.
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