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ROMANIZATION OF BELARUSIAN
BGN/PCGN 1979 System
This BGN/PCGN system for Belarusian (formerly referred to as Byelorussian) has been designed for

use in romanizing names written in the Belarusian Cyrillic alphabet. The Belarusian alphabet contains
three characters not present in the Russian alphabet: i, y, and’.

Belarusian Cyrillic Example Example
Belarusian italics/ Unicode Romanization (Belarusian) (romanization)
handwriting

1 Aa Aa 0410; 0430 a Actpasel, Astravyets
2 b6 656 0411; 0431 b Babpytick Babruysk
3 Bs Be 0412; 0432 v Biuebck Vitsyebsk
4 Mr re 0413; 0433 h lpogHa Hrodna
5 an 9 0414; 0434 d OHanpo Dnyapro
6 Ee Ee 0415; 0435 ye Enbck Yel’sk
7 Ee Ee 0401; 0451 yo Héman Nyoman
8 WK K e 0416; 0436 zh KopziHa Zhodzina
9 33 33 0417; 0437 7 3acnaye Zaslawye
10. li li 0406; 0456 i MiHck Minsk
11. N i i 0419; 0439 y Babpyick Babruysk
12. KK Kk 041A; 043A k Kamaneu, Kamyanyets
13. Nn Nn 041B; 043B | Nina Lida
14. M m M m 041C; 043C m Mikck Minsk
15. H H HH 041D; 043D n Héman Nyoman
16. Oo Oo 041E; 043E o Opuwa Orsha
17. Mn nn 041F; 043F p Mpobinaub Prypyats’
18. Pp Pp 0420; 0440 r Parauoy Rahachow
19. Cc Cc 0421; 0441 s CeeTtniaropck Svyetlahorsk
20. TT Tm 0422; 0442 t TanayblH Talachyn
21. Yy Yy 0423; 0443 u Y3pa Uzda
22. vy Vv 040E; 045E w Bapbicay Barysaw




Belarusian Cyrillic Example Example
Belarusian italics/ Unicode Romanization (Belarusian) (romanization)
handwriting
23. o) o 0424; 0444 f PaHinanb Fanipal’
24. X x Xx 0425; 0445 kh XOMHiKi Khoyniki
25. L Uy 0426; 0446 ts JOKLWbIYbI Dokshytsy
26. Yy Yy 0427; 0447 ch YawHiki Chashniki
27. L W w 0428; 0448 sh LapkaywuyblHa [Sharkawshchyna
28. bl bl bl bi 042B; 0448 y Yasycobl Chavusy
29. bb bs 042C; 044C ’ lFomenb Homel’
30. EE) EE 042D; 044D e Yauapck Chachersk
31. O 10 100 042E; 044E yu JNiob6aHb Lyuban’
32. Aa Aa 042F; 044F ya [OHAnpo Dnyapro
33. ’ 2 02BC ” Map’iHa l'opka | Mar”’ina Horka
NOTES

1. The Romanization column shows only lowercase forms but, when romanizing, uppercase and
lowercase Roman letters as appropriate should be used.

2. The character sequences 3r, Kr, cr, Tc and yr and may be romanized z-h, k-h, s-h, t-s and ts-h in
order to differentiate those romanizations from the digraphs zh, kh, sh, ts, and the letter sequence
tsh, which are used to render the characters X, x, w, u, and the character sequence Tw.

3. All apostrophes appearing in romanization are Unicode encoding 2019.

4. The Romanization columns show only lowercase forms but, when romanizing, uppercase and
lowercase Roman letters as appropriate should be used.



