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The greater Horn of Africa is facing a dire food insecurity crisis resulting from extreme weather events, along with conflict, the fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic, and high food and fuel prices. Most
parts of the region have just come out of a drought, the worst on record, while other areas faced substantial flooding immediately after. The onset of El Nino was confirmed in early July 2023, amid

oy

€ expectations that this climate phenomenon will bring another period of extreme weather events, along with more disease outbreaks. Almost 60 million people are estimated to be food insecure in

the region, an increase from about 37 million in mid-2022 when the emergency was declared. On-going outbreaks of measles and cholera are a major public health concern, not least because the
combination of malnutrition and these diseases often proves fatal.
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The situation in Sudan has been worsened a pre-existing climate-induced food and health crisis. Prior to 15 April 2023, over 3 million people needed short to long-term food assistance due to poor
& harvests. The country was also in the grip of disease outbreaks, including measles, hepatitis E, dengue and malaria. However, now over 3 million people have been displaced and a total of 24.7
ndd million need humanitarian aid. 4 million children, and pregnant and breastfeeding women are acutely malnourished. In addition, over 100,000 children under the age of five who and are
severely malnourished and have medical complications need specialized care at stabilization centers. A staggering 67% of all main hospitals were out of service as of 31 May.
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Karamoja region, located in the northeast part of Uganda, is one of the poorest regions in the country and continues to have the highest food insecurity and malnutrition levels. This is because of
& extreme weather, including prolonged drought, poor feeding practices, structural poverty, as well as poor hygiene and sanitation. Malaria and diarrhea cases are still high in the region, which places a
. high disease burden on children, leading to malnutrition. This is exacerbated by high food prices. Over 580,000 people are in crisis level of food insecurity (IPC3+) representing 45% of assessed

population, with over 100,000 in the emergency stage (IPC4).
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South Sudan continues to face multiple concurrent crises, including high levels of food insecurity, inter-communal violence, conflict, extensive flooding and disease outbreaks. The food insecurity situation

is expected to deteriorate in 2023, with 7.8 million people (about two-thirds of the population) projected to become highly food insecure. A critical nutrition situation exists in the conflict-affected

i areas. Overall, 43,000 people are on the brink of dying from starvation unless they receive emergency support. Access to health services is a major challenge, particularly among displaced populations.
South Sudan is also among the countries receiving the highest number of refugees from Sudan, with 146,853 having crossed into the country as of 8 July 2023.
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Somalia is bracing to recover from three years of drought that brought near famine conditions and the death of 43,000 people in 2022. The March-May rainy season ushered in some respite to farmers
& and herders. But flooding displaced over 250,000 people and damaged infrastructure, including health facilities. Decades of conflict, frequent epidemics of cholera and measles, widespread poverty,
r continue to weaken and cause widespread fragility to the country’s health systems. Nearly 6.6 million people — over half the country’s population - were likely to experience high levels of acute
food insecurity between April and June, with 1.8 million children expected to be acutely malnourished. Over 40,000 people (IPC5) are facing death from starvation unless they get immediate

humanitarian assistance.
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Kenya is facing severe food insecurity following a protracted drought that impacted on livelihoods, affecting millions of people mainly in the north and north-eastern arid and semi-arid region. High

& rates of severe acute malnutrition continue to weigh on the health status of children and women, amid an increase in disease outbreaks. Despite some relief from the March-May rainy season,
g projections are for delayed recovery. Extreme weather events heightened communities’ vulnerabilities. Ongoing outbreaks include cholera, measles and visceral leishmaniasis. As of 17 July 2023 a

total of 1,861 cholera cases and 194 related deaths had been recorded. High food prices in the wake of the post-COVID recovery exacerbated their ability to meet nutritional requirements.
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The March-May rainy season brought improvements in the condition of crops and livestock in Ethiopia. Yet the effect of delayed and sub-optimal rains over five consecutive seasons persists to the
& extent that Ethiopia faces significant deterioration in food security along with persistent levels of acute malnutrition worsened by conflict and displacement. Over 20 million people are facing crisis
™ levels of food insecurity (IPC3+). Other challenges include the disruption of essential health services, routine immunization services, coupled with a lack of clean water and sanitation services, and
mental health disorders. The country also continues to grapple with the risk of infectious diseases, such as Cholera, Diarrhea, Meningitis, Hepatitis E and Malaria.
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Djibouti has faced a persistent drought which has left over 280,000 people in need of humanitarian assistance. Up to 50% of Djibouti's traditionally rural population’s livestock has been lost, and

according to the national rapid assessment, about 54% of rural households faced inadequate food consumption. Over 20% of the population are estimated to be acutely food insecure (IPC Phase
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o 3 and 4), as of July 2023. Aside from to malnutrition, the country has faced multiple disease outbreaks, including malaria, dengue, and acute watery diarrhoea and measles.
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