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OVERVIEW

AFGHAN RETURNEES AT TORKHAM AND CHAMAN
BETWEEN JULY AND SEPTEMBER 2023
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The International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Pakistan collects data on the outflows of Afghans at the Torkham and Chaman border 
crossing points to better understand the movements of Afghans returning to Afghanistan. Key findings during this reporting period are: 

•	 Between July and September 2023, 39,176 Afghan nationals spontaneously returned to Afghanistan, including 21,182 through the Torkham 
border point and 17,994 through the Chaman border point. In addition, border authorities forcibly returned 998 individuals due to a lack of 
valid documentation.

•	 During the reporting period, spontaneous returns through both border points increased compared to the previous reporting periods, 
especially during the month September, where return through Chaman rose to 9,612 returns and in Torkham to 14,352 returns. The 
significant increase in returns, especially for Torkham, is due to the announcement of the Government of Pakistan that Tazkira holders are 
allowed to cross the border until further notice. 

•	 This announcement is part of the “Illegal Foreigners’ Repatriation Plan”, which was announced on 26 September 2023 by the Government of 
Pakistan. The plan comprises of mechanisms to consolidate databases of “illegal foreigners” in the country, check entry of new illegal entrants, 
apprehension, deportation, repatriation of illegal/overstaying foreigners.
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Average type of vehicle used until border point 
between July and September 2023
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DISTRICTS OF ORIGIN IN PAKISTAN OF RETURNEES

SETTLEMENT TYPE LEGEND

Rented house Living with host community Camp Living with relatives

TRANSPORTATION TYPE FROM ORIGIN TO BORDER

ORIGIN DISTRICT SETTLEMENT TYPE

4. Pishin

16% 100%

5. Peshawar 9% 64%

2. Killa Abdullah 19%

100%

3. Karachi Central

11% 74%

1. Quetta 24%

94%

Disclaimer:
Dotted line represents approximately the line of control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. The 
designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM or United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Note:
This map and the following legend focus on the top 5 districts of origin in Pakistan during the reporting period of July to September 2023.
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TRANSPORTATION TYPE FROM BORDER TO FINAL 
DESTINATION

55+45+058+42+068+26+6
The designations employed and the presentation of material throughout the report do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM concerning the legal status of any country, territory, 
city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning its frontiers or boundaries.

Disclaimer:

INTENDED PROVINCE SETTLEMENT TYPE

5. Helmand 4%

1. Kandahar 44%

80%

4. Kunduz 6%

3. Kabul 10%

Note:
This map and the following legend focus on the top 5 provinces of intended destination in Afghanistan only during the reporting period of July to September 2023

Average type of vehicle used from border point to final 
destination between July and September 2023
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Disclaimer: This document was produced with the financial assistance of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC), the Government of Italy, the US Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM) and the European Union. The 
views expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the aforementioned donors.
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