
   

BACKGROUND 
 
The InternaƟonal OrganizaƟon for MigraƟon (IOM) in partnership with the local authoriƟes 
deployed the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) from 13-18 August 2022, to track and 
monitor populaƟon movements and idenƟfy the mulƟ-sectoral needs including protecƟon 
for the affected populaƟon in response to violence and displacement in the Highlands 
region. DTM has idenƟfied a total of 12,818 persons [2,319 households] displaced across 78 
locaƟons in Hela and Southern Highlands provinces. Alongside partners, DTM has idenƟfied 
848 Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) [246 IDP households] in two (2) locaƟons in 
Kompiam district in Enga province. Though fighƟng is on-going, and the situaƟon remains 
tense and fluid the assessment teams conƟnue to work closely with partners to gather 
addiƟonal informaƟon on the situaƟon of the affected communiƟes. 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
· The period July-August 2022 has seen an increase in violence in the Highlands region and 

affected communiƟes are reporƟng injuries, deaths, damages to food gardens, 
destrucƟon of property, displacement, and disrupƟon of educaƟon services. 

· A total of 13,666 IDPs [2,565 IDP households] have so far been idenƟfied in Hela, 
Southern Highlands and Enga provinces. Alongside partners, DTM has so far idenƟfied 
848 IDPs in two (2) locaƟons in Enga province.1 

· Emergency food, water and sanitaƟon, shelter, health, protecƟon, and non-food items 
(NFIs) are among the idenƟfied immediate needs for the affected populaƟon.  
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1  The list of IDP populaƟon by site (See Annex 1) is not exhausƟve and covers 
locaƟons assessed through DTM. The total number of IDPs is esƟmated to be 
higher. Not all IDP sites have so far been assessed in the three provinces 
because of security reasons. Assessments are ongoing and figures reported 
may conƟnue to evolve. 
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ASSESSMENT FINDINGS 

A total of 13,666 IDPs have so far been idenƟfied in Hela (9,580), Southern Highlands 
(3,238) and Enga (848) provinces. The breakdown of IDP households by province is as 
follows: Hela (1,687), Southern Highlands (632) and Enga (246). 

The average household size of the IDP populaƟon is 5, and the displaced populaƟon is 
spread across 80 locaƟons. The highest numbers of IDPs are staying at Wapulaka in 
Komo-Margarima district (1,000) and Mongoro village in Nipa-Kutubu district (733).3  

 Key informants from the IDP populaƟon that were contacted during the field 

assessments reported that some of their family members and neighbours conƟnue to 
stay in hiding in the bushes and mountains in fear of being aƩacked by ‘enemies’.  

Most IDPs remain in their provinces of origin. Sixty-seven (67) households from Hela 
province have sought refugee at Tuman in Jiwaka province (56), Kandep staƟon in Enga 
province (8), and Pabrabuk in Western Highlands province (3).  

Immediate needs idenƟfied for the affected populaƟon include emergency food, water 
and sanitaƟon, shelter, health, protecƟon, and NFIs.  
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2 DisaggregaƟon of the data by gender, and age is not available.  
3 See Annex 1: Place of origin, and locaƟon of the IDPs/place IDPs moved to. 
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CONTACTS:  
IOM Papua New Guinea  

* iompng@iom.int; iompngmdac@iom.int    

(+675.321.3655    

DTM operations are 
supported by: 

The populaƟon assessed listed the following among items/materials and/or services 
needed:   

FÊÊ� �Ä� ÄçãÙ®ã®ÊÄ: Rice, flour, cooking oil, salt, Ɵnned fish and noodles. 
AddiƟonal food supplies and nutriƟon supplements are recommended.  

W�ã�Ù, Ý�Ä®ã�ã®ÊÄ �Ä� «ù¦®�Ä�: Water containers, buckets and materials to 
construct latrines. IDPs reported that their properƟes at place of origin were 
destroyed and that access to safe and clean drinking water (rain-fed water tanks, 
gravity-fed supplies etc.) will be needed upon return to villages of origin/when 
condiƟons for safe return allow.  

S«�½ã�Ù: Tarpaulins, ropes, Ɵre wire, nails and basic tools for shelter construcƟon.  

H��½ã« : Healthcare services, dignity kits, face mask and saniƟzers to miƟgate the 
likely spread of COVID-19.  

ÖÙÊã��ã®ÊÄ: FighƟng is on-going and the situaƟon remains tense. There has been 
instances of rape and family separaƟon. As such the populaƟon, 
especially parƟcularly vulnerable groups including persons with disabiliƟes, 

children, and female headed households needs protecƟon services. The affected 
populaƟon is living in fear and do not feel safe to move around. With the tensions sƟll high, 
the assessment team as well as partners highlighted the need for conƟnued coordinaƟon 
with the local authoriƟes and that security personnel are needed to facilitate ‘safe’ access 
to the affected communiƟes.  
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Photo: Displaced women show remains of properƟes destroyed during the fighƟng in 
Southern Highlands.© Highlands DTM Team 

NFIs: Immediate — Kitchen utensils, solar lights, mosquito nets, beddings 
including blankets and sleeping mats, and clothing.                

To promote recovery in food and livelihood security, the IDPs highlighted 
that they will need gardening tools upon return to their villages of origin. 
 
E�ç��ã®ÊÄ: EducaƟon is disrupted in several communiƟes and children 
are not aƩending school. AddiƟonal informaƟon will be provided as it 
becomes available. 



ANNEX 1: PLACE OF ORIGIN, AND LOCATION OF THE IDPs 

Affected community (Villages of 
Origin for the IDPs) 

Total No. IDPs  IDP Location (Place where most IDP are taking 
refuge at/ moved to) IDP Location by Province 

Posera 

120 Itbol 

Hela 

300 Kuipal 

180 Hones 

120 Mariste 

240 Nembere (forest) 

70 Komea 

130 Oiyarep 

30 Kiburu 

22 Kambolo 

25 Tagipa 

100 Unknown 

110 Waip Southern Highlands 

40 Kandep - Station Enga 

280 Tuman  Jiwaka  

20 Pabrabuk Western Highlands  

Pesi 1 

671 Yuk (hunting ground) Southern Highlands 

18 Merep 

Southern Highlands 
25 Pala 

20 Yorda 

26 Dula 

Pesi 2 

733 Mongoro Southern Highlands 

367 Kembisa Southern Highlands 

467 Saharala   

479 Somberep   

Yambaraka 

300 Wapulaka 

Hela 
250 Porodaka 

350 Magarima Station 

50 Kambolo 

150 Takipa 

Hela 

215 Tamulame 

25 Yongo 

30 Homaria 

150 Kapandaka 

70 Hapite 

25 Tengo 

50 Anali 

180 Poroloma 

Hiri  

220 Lai-Valley 

Hela 

303 Imalhoma 

150 Hones 

305 Kuipal 

15 Keme 

22 Anali 

25 Takipa 

15 Tamulame 

20 Kambolo 

25 Tatape 

130 Wapulaka 

30 Homaria 

20 Yongo 

15 Perali 

20 Kapandaka 

73 Tengo 

109 Poroloma 

68 Hapite 

47 Tuiya 

92 Hones 

74 Mendi/Hagen 

100 Waip Southern Highlands 

Wabulaka 

100 Porodaka 

Hela 

50 Anali 

150 Takipa 

100 Luipa 

1,000 Wapulaka 

Ombal 

245 Elpera 

Hela 

319 Koiste 

38 Songura 

285 Tirip 

151 Enen 

218 Ungura 

52 Henep 

212 Ipial 

Ukaim 

238 Towan 

Southern Highlands 
59 Poya 

113 Suma 

22 Sebiba 

Olaim 

350 Hones 
Hela 

540 Kuipal 

260 Waip Southern Highlands 

Meriamanda 522 Meriamanda 
Enga 

Lepres 326 Lepres 


