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 9® *À�Ü�`i «ÜÌ ��ÃÌÀÕVÌ��� Ì� Î «Ài�
ÃV���� >}i ��`Ã ->� fÈÇ]ååå®° ,iµ½`\
�-³ Ó{� �v iÞ«° 
6 Ì� Ã���>LiJ
}�>��°V��

�i�V�>��V>� �}��iiÀ ���i��>]  9®]
�ÕÌ�iÃ ��V�\ ,i>` E ��ÌiÀ«ÀiÌ L�Õi�
«À��ÌÃ] ÌiV� `À>Ý��}Ã] ÃV�i�>Ì�VÃ] �À
V��«�}i�iÀ>Ìi` Ài«�ÀÌÃ° ,iÃi>ÀV�]
`Ã}�] iÜ>�] ��ÃÌ>��] �«iÀ>Ìi] �À �>��Ì
�iV�>��V>� «À�`Ã] iµÕ�«] ÃßÃÌ�Ã �À
«À�ViÃÃiÃ Ì� �iiÌ Àiµ��ÌÃ° 
��viÀ
ÝÉ�}ÀÃ �À �Ì�iÀ «iÀÃ���i� Ì�
��«�i�i�Ì �«iÀ>Ì��} «À�Vi`ÕÀiÃ]
ÀiÃ��Üi ÃßÃÌi��>�vÕ�VÌ���Ã] �À «À��
Ü�`i ÌiV� ��v�° �Ü�«] V��À`] �À �����
Ì�À >�� >Ã«iVÌÃ �v «À�`ÕVÌ���] ��V� Ãi�
�iVÌ��� �v �>�Õv>VÌÕÀ��} �iÌ��`Ã]
v>LÀ�V>Ì���] �À �«iÀ>Ì��� �v «À�`
`Ã}�Ã° �ÃÌÀ½Ã �v -V� `i} �� �iV�>���
V>� �}À} �À v�Ài�}� iµÕ�Ü ³ £Ó ��ÌÃ
iÞ« �� �}À} �À Ài�Ì` v�i�`° ->�
fnn]ÈÇå°ååÉßÀ° -i�` ÀiÃÕ�i Ì� 1/	
1��Ìi` /iV�����}ß] ��V°] £{È >ÃÌ
Ó�` -Ì°] ���i��>]  9 ££xå£

�iÀ}ß �>�>}i�i�Ì �}��iiÀ� �É/
v�À �>Ý�iÃÃ E �>�}���i �ÀV��ÌiVÌÃ E
�}��iiÀÃ] ��* �� 9���iÀÃ]  9 £åÇå£°
��>�ßãi ��v� Ài�>Ìi` Ì� i�iÀ}ß >Õ�
`�Ì��} E V��`ÕVÌ >Õ`�ÌÃ �� ÀiÃ�`i�Ì�>�
E V���iÀV�>� L�`}Ã *iÀv�À�
�i>ÃÕÀi�i�Ì] ÜiÀ�v�V>Ì��� E ÀiÌÀ��
V����ÃÃ�����}° �>�� ÀiÃÕ�i Ý�Ì�
��L 
�`i ** 9* Ì�\ �>�Ã>�/J
�>Ý�iÃÃ�>�}���i°V��°

�i>` -Õ««�ÀÌ �}��iiÀ  iÝ 9�À�]
 9®\ �i>` E �>�>}i > `�ÃÌÀ�LÕÌi`
Ìi>� �v ÃÕ««�ÀÌ i�}��iiÀÃ �� L�Ì�
ÕÀ�«i E Ì�i 1-Æ ÃiÌ Ì�i ��À��}
À�>`�>« E �i�« ÃV>�i Ì�i Ìi>� ��
���i ÝÉ �ÕÀ VÕÃÌ��iÀÃ E ,�ÜiÀß½Ã
�ii`Ã �� ���`Æ `iv��i -��Ã E �*�Ã Ì�
i�ÃÕÀi Ì�>Ì ,�ÜiÀß -Õ««�ÀÌ }�ÜiÃ
µÕ�V�] >VVÕÀ>Ìi E Ã��ÕÌ���Ã��À�i�Ìi`
ÃÕ««�ÀÌ >VÀ�ÃÃ >�� Ì�iÀÃÆ VÀi>Ìi «À�V�
iÃÃiÃ Ì� �i>ÃÕÀi Ì�i ivviVÌ�Üi�iÃÃ
�v >�� VÕÃÌ��iÀ ÃÕ««�ÀÌ >««À�>V�iÃ
E ���Ì�>Ì�ÜiÃ �� �À`iÀ Ì� �`i�Ì�vß
«�ÃÃ�L�i ��«À�Üi�i�ÌÃ E LÕ��` ivv��
V�i�V�iÃÆ Ãi�iVÌ E ��«��Ì Ì�i À�}�Ì
Ì�����} v�À Ì�i Ìi>� Ì� �>�>}i E Ài�
Ã«��` Ì� ��L�Õ�` VÕÃÌ��iÀ µÕiÀ�iÃ
>Ì ÃV>�iÆ i�ÃÕÀi Ì�>Ì VÕÃÌ��iÀ ÃÕ«�
«�ÀÌ >VÌ�Ü�Ì�iÃ >Ài Ãii� Ì� `i��ÜiÀ
�i>ÃÕÀ>L�i E Ã�}��v�V>�Ì Ü>�Õi Ì�
Ì�i VÕÃÌ��iÀÃÆ ÜiÀ�vß E �`i�Ì�vß
�ÃÃÕiÃ >Ã i�Ì�iÀ �i}�Ì��>Ìi ÌiV�½�
«À�`ÕVÌ v�>ÝÃ �À Ã��«�i ÕÃiÀ ÌÀ>����}
`iv�V�i�V�iÃÆ ��ÌiÀ>VÌ iÞÌi�Ã�Üi�ß ÝÉ
iÞ�ÃÌ��} VÕÃÌ��iÀÃ ÌÀ�ÕL�iÃ���Ì��}
ÌiV�½� �ÃÃÕiÃÆ >VÌ >Ã > V���Õ��V>Ì���
�ÕL LiÌÝii� Ì�i ��ÌiÀ�>� i�}}
Ìi>� E Ì�i VÕÃÌ��iÀ Ì� �`i�Ì�vß
�ii`Ã Ý��V� >Ài ��Ì Li��}
>``ÀiÃÃi`Æ E «À�>VÌ�Üi�ß ��v�À�
VÕÃÌ��iÀÃ �v ��Ý E Ý�i� «À�L�i�Ã
>Ài ÀiÃ��Üi` ÝÉ > v�VÕÃ �� ÀiÌi�Ì���
E ÀiviÀi�Vi >L���Ìß° ->�>Àß À>�}i �Ã
fÓÈÓ]ÈÓ£ Ì� fÓÈÎ]ååå «iÀ >��Õ�°
�ÕÃÌ �>Üi > �- ��«���>] �À v�Ài�}�
iµÕ�Ü] «�ÕÃ Ã�Þ ßÀÃ iÞ« �� > ÌiV�½� ÃÕ«�
«�ÀÌ i�}��iiÀ �À ÌiV�½� i�}��iiÀ À��i]
v�À > ÃÉÝ>Ài V�°] E v�ÕÀ ßÀÃ iÞ« ÕÃ��}
��À>] E ÌÝ� ßÀÃ ÕÃ��} ->�iÃv�ÀVi] �>Ã�
Ì�V] ��L>�> E 7�ÀiÃ�>À�° �>�� 
6Ã Ì�
,�ÜiÀß /iV�����}�iÃ] ��V°] �ÌÌ�° ,i�>
*�ÌÌ>��Ã] "«iÀ>Ì���Ã �>�>}iÀ] ��>��\
À�ÜiÀß°�i>`ÃÕ««�ÀÌi�}��iiÀJ
V��iiÌ>««�ß°V��°

*À��iVÌ �}��iiÀ �>Õ««>Õ}i]  9®\
1�`iÀ V��Ãi ÃÕ«Ü�] ÀiÜ�iÝ `Ã}�
«�>�Ã E Ã«iVÃ vÀ���Õ�Ì�«�i Ìß«iÃ �v
V��ÃÌÀÕVÌ��� i�Ì�Ì�iÃÆ «À�>VÌ�Üi ��
>VVÕÀ>Vß �v «À�«�Ã>� Ã«iVÃ E «À�ViÃÆ
Ãii� V�>À�v�V>Ì���Ã vÀ�� Ü>À��ÕÃ ÃÕLV
��ÌÀ>VÌ�ÀÃÉÜi�`�ÀÃÆ `À>vÌ V�>�}i �À�
`iÀÃÆ �>�`�i ÃÕL��ÌÌ>�Ã E ,��Æ LÕ`}�
iÌ E `i>`���iÃ V��ÌÀ��Æ ÕÌ���ãi *À��>�
ÜiÀ> E Þ«i`�Ì��� ÃßÃÌi�Ã `>��ßÆ >L�i
Ì� ÃÌ>ÀÌ Ý�À� >Ì Ç��Æ v>����>À ÝÉ �"/
«À>VÌ�ViÃ E «À��iVÌ `>Ì> �v Ü>À��ÕÃ
Ì�Ý�Ã��«Ã ��  >ÃÃ>Õ E -Õvv��� V�Õ��
Ì�iÃ° ,iµÃ\ �°�° `i} �� V�Ü�� i�}}]
V��ÃÌÀÕVÌ��� i�}} E �}�Ì] �À À�Ì`°
��� �v È ��Ã iÞ« >Ã V�Ü�� i�}��iiÀ]
«À��iVÌ i�}��iiÀ] �À À�Ì`° ->�>Àß
fnÈ]Óåå � f�È]Óåå° �>�� ÀiÃÕ�i Ì�\
-Õ«Ài�i �À�Õ« ��V° �ÌÌ�\ �,®] £Çx
�}��iiÀÃ ,`] -Ìi �] �>Õ««>Õ}i]
 9 ££Çnn°
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 Ãii�Ã V>�`��
`>Ìi Ý�Ì� 	>V�i��À `i}Àii �� 
�Ü��
�}��iiÀ��} �À Ài�>Ìi`° �>��\
"vv�ViJÃã�V��ÃÌÀÕVÌ���}À�Õ«°�iÌ

�`��� �ÃÃÌ] �>�>�V>  9] ��� �>��
È«�] �É/] �� ÌÀ�}] ÓßÀÃ iÞ«] Ã>�°
fnÇååÈ �i}° ÃV�i`Õ�i �iiÌ��}Ã]
V�«ß] ÃV>�] `Ü�« �>À`Ý>Ài] ��ÃÌ>��
Ã�vÌÝ>Ài] �>��Ì>��] Ài«>�À V��«ÕÌiÀ]
L����}Õ>� Ã«>��Ã� v>Þ ,iÃ\ ÈÎ£�ÇÎÓ�
Îxx{] �ÌÌ�\ �>��}Ã �À �>�� �>��}Ã
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ÕÃÌ��Ã 	À��iÀ® £xÓÎÓ ,�V�>Ý>ß
	�Ü`° -Õ�Ìi ÓåÎ �>�>�V>  9 ££{Î{

��Ì �>ÌiÀ�>� �i�«iÀ\��Üi V>À «>ÀÌÃ
>�` �Ì�iÀ �>ÌiÀ�>�Ã Ì� >�` vÀ��
ÃÌ�À>}i° 
�i>� Üi��V�iÃ �� Ì�i V>À ��Ì
>Ã �ii`i` Ì� «Ài«>Ài v�À v��>� Ã>�i°
�i�« �iV�>��V >Ã ÀiµÕiÃÌi`° �>���
Ì>�� >�` Ã�ÀÌ V>À «>ÀÌÃ ��Üi�Ì�Àß°

�i>� `À�ÜiÝ>ßÃ >�` Ý>��Ý>ßÃ]
Ài��Üi `iLÀ�Ã] �Vi] >�` Ã��Ý] >Ã
�iViÃÃ>Àß° �««�ß Lß �>��] ���ÃÌ>Ìi
1Ãi` �ÕÌ� *>ÀÌÃ ��V°] ÓÎ �iÀÌiÃ �>�i]
 iÝ7��`Ã�À]  9 £ÓxxÎ°

,iVi«Ì����ÃÌ q  iÝ 9�À�]  9\ �ÀiiÌ
>�` �>�i >� >««���Ì�i�Ì v�À VÕÃ�
Ì��iÀÃÆ V���iVÌ >�` ÀiVi�«Ì «>ß�i�Ì
>VVÕÀ>Ìi�ßÆ >�` >ÃÃ�ÃÌ VÕÃÌ��iÀÃ
Ý�Ì� ��v�À�>Ì���° ��}� ÃV���� `�«���
�> Àiµ½`° fÎÎ]ÓnåÉßÀ° -i�` �ÌÀÉÀiÃ
Ì� �� ßi�>Ã�iÃ �>`�Ã�� 
�À«°] {x 7°
Î{Ì� -Ì°] -Ìi £ååÇ]  iÝ 9�À�]  9
£ååå£° �ÌÌ�\ �>ß �ii°

	>�iÀ] -iÌ>Õ�iÌ]  9 �Õ�Ì�«�i «�Ã��
Ì���Ã®\ ��Ü��Üi �� ÃiÌÌ��} Õ« Ýi``��}
V>�iÃ] `iV�À>Ì��} V>�iÃ° -iÌ �Üi�
Ìi�«] E «�>Vi �Ìi�Ã ��Ì� ��Ì �Üi�Ã
v�À L>���}° *�>Vi `�Õ}� �� «>�Ã]
���`Ã] �À �� Ã�iiÌÃ] E L>�i �� «À�`
�Üi�Ã �À �� }À���Ã° -iÌ Ì��i E Ã«ii`
V��ÌÀ��Ã v�À ��Þ��} �>V�] L�i�`��}
�>V�] �À ÃÌi>� �iÌÌ�iÃ Ã� Ì�>Ì ��}À
Ý��� Li ��Þi` �À V���i` >VV�À`��}
Ì� ��ÃÌ° �`>«Ì Ì�i µÕ>�Ì�Ìß �v ��}À
Ì� �>ÌV� Ì�i >��Õ�Ì �v �Ìi�Ã Ì� Li
L>�i`° �««�ß }�>ãiÃ] �V��}Ã] �À �Ì�iÀ
Ì�««��}Ã Ì� L>�i` }��`Ã] ÕÃ��}
Ã«>ÌÕ�>Ã �À LÀÕÃ�iÃ° �>�� ÀiÃÕ�i Ì�
�����Ì ���` 
�À« �	� ,�����} *��
	>�iÀß £ÎnÇ ,Ì Óx�] -iÌ>Õ�iÌ]  9
££ÇÎÎ°
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"ÜiÀÃii ��«�ÀÌÉiÞ«�ÀÌ `�VÃ Ài�Ì`
Ì� L>��Ã �«iÀ>Ì���Ã] ÃVÀÕÌ���ã��} >V�
V�À`��} Ì� Ì�i «À�Ü�`i` }Õ�`i���iÃ
E >Ã «iÀ 1
* E �-	* Ài}Ã° ��� ,iµÃ\
�É- ³ { ßÀÃ �v iÞ« �� ��L �vviÀi` �À
>Ã *iÀÃ��>� 	>��iÀ] �>�>}iÀ �À
�i>`iÀ i�}>}i` �� �ÜiÀÃii��}
��«�ÀÌÉiÞ«�ÀÌ `�VÕ�i�Ì>Ì��� E
V��«��>�Vi �� > L>����} i�Ü�À���
�i�Ì° �ÕÃÌ �>Üi { ßÀÃ �v iÞ«
�ÜiÀÃii��} >�� >Ã«iVÌÃ �v ��Ì½� ÌÀ>`i
��V� ��«�ÀÌÉiÞ«�ÀÌ `�VÕ�i�Ì>Ì���]
�iÌÌiÀÃ �v VÀi`�Ì] E «Ài«>À��} «>ß�
�i�Ì ��ÃÌÀÕVÌ���Ã E �Ì�iÀ ÀiV��V���>�
Ì���° �ÕÃÌ �>Üi Ó ßÀÃ �v iÞ« �� ÌÀ>`i
v��>�Vi ÝÉ��``�i >ÃÌ Ài}���° �ÕÃÌ
Li >L�i Ì� Ý�À� ivv�V�i�Ì�ß Õ�`iÀ
Ì�}�Ì `i>`���iÃ Ý���i �>��Ì>����}
>VVÕÀ>Vß° ->� f£ÇÎ]xååÉßÀ° �>�� Ài�
ÃÕ�i Ì�\ ÎÎå �>`�Ã�� �Üi] ÎÇÌ� ��À]
 iÝ 9�À�]  9 £åå£Ç

ÞiVÕÌ�Üi �`����ÃÌÀ>Ì�Üi �ÃÃ�ÃÌ>�ÌÃ]
7iÃÌLÕÀß]  9\ *Ài« ��Ü] Ài«�ÀÌÃ]
�i��Ã] �iÌÌiÀÃ] v��>� ÃÌ�Ì] E �Ì�iÀ
`�VÃ] ÕÃ��} Ý�À` «À�ViÃÃ��}]
Ã«Ài>`Ã�iiÌ] `>Ì>L>Ãi] �À «ÀiÃi�Ì>�
Ì��� ÃÉÝ° *Ài« E «�V� Õ« Ã��« vÀ��
Ü>À��ÕÃ ��V° �` E >``ÀiÃÃ �����i
�ÃÃÕiÃ° 
��À` E `�ÀiVÌ �vv ÃiÀÜ�ViÃ]
ÃÕV� >Ã ÀiV�À`Ã] `i«>ÀÌ v��>�V] LÕ`}�
iÌ «Ài«] «iÀÃ���i� �ÃÃÕiÃ] E ��ÕÃi�
�ii«��}] Ì� >�` iÞiV° *Ài« L�����}Ã v�À
Ì�i `�v �Õ�� ��� v�À�Ã �À Ì�Ý� Ã«i�
V�v�V v�À�Ã®] ÌÀ>V� µÌßÃ v�À L�����}Ã]
ÌÀ>V� «ÀiÜ��ÕÃ L�����}Ã E «Ài« v��>�
L�����}Ã v�À V��Ãi �ÕÌ �v «À��° *Ài«
ÀiÃ«��ÃiÃ Ì� V�ÀÀiÃ« V��Ì>����}
À�ÕÌ��i ��µ° Ó ßÀÃ �v iÞ« >Ã �ÃÃ�ÃÌ>�Ì]
"vv�Vi �>�>}iÀ] -iVÀiÌ>Àß] �À Ài� Àiµ°
�>�� ÀiÃÕ�iÃ ,"��7",� ����
� 
° ÓÎÎ ��*� �6°] 7-/	1,9]
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��ÕÃi�ii«iÀ\ �>��Ì>�� «À�Ü>Ìi
���i V�i>�É�À`iÀ�ß° 7>Ã� `�Ã�iÃÉ
V�i>� Ã��ÜiÀÝ>Ài° 
�i>� vÕÀ��Ã���}Ã]
v���ÀÃ] >�` Ý��`�ÝÃ° 
�i>�ÉÃVÀÕL Ì���
iÌÃÉL>Ì�À���Ã° ��ÃÝiÀ Ìi�i«���i
>�` `��ÀLi��° ,iµÕiÃÌ Ài«>�À ÃiÀÜ�
�ViÃ Ý�i� �ii`i`° Î �� iÞ« �� ��L°
{å �ÀÉÝ�° f{{]{Ó�°ååÉßÀ° ��L Ã�Ìi\
 iÝ 9�À�]  9° -ÕL��Ì ÀiÃÕ�i Ý�Ì�
> V�«ß �v Ì��Ã >` Ì�\ �i�À}i �°
,>vv���] �ÌÌ�\ *>ÌÀ�V�> �° ,>vv���] {x °
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,>�Ãi vÕ�`ÃÆ Ã���V�Ì `��>Ì���Ã v�À
xå£V®Î® V�° ���Æ �É/Æ {å �ÀÃÉÝ�° ���
	- �>�>}i�i�Ì] «���Ì�V>� ÃV�i�Vi]
�>ÝÆ Ó ßÀÃ �v iÞ«° �>�� ÀiÃ\
Ì}ÜL���i`J}�>��°V�� �// \
�°/iÌÃ] 
"] �Õ�>� ��VÀ�L����}ß°

"vv�Vi 
�iÀ� q  iÝ 9�À�]  9\ 
Ài>Ìi]
�>��Ì>�� >�` i�ÌiÀ ��v�À�>Ì��� ��Ì�
`>Ì>L>Ãi v�À >� >««>Ài� Ý���iÃ>�i
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By RYAN DUNLEAVY

Don’t erase those photoshops of 
NBA star Donovan Mitchell wearing 
a Knicks or Nets jersey just yet. 

One day after Cavaliers owner Dan 
Gilbert expressed optimism that 
Mitchell eventually will sign an ex-
tension and remain in Cleveland for 
years to come, Mitchell deflected a 
question when given a chance to 
double down on his future.

“I think the biggest thing for me, as 
I said before to you earlier … my fo-
cus is I’ve got a lot of things to focus 
on outside of that [contract negotia-
tion] right now,” Mitchell said Friday 
night after returning from a six-game 
absence to lead a win over the 76ers. 
“I’ve got to focus on myself, getting 
back for this group, focus on us get-
ting over this stretch, continuing to 
be ready when it comes time.

“So, I’ll handle that when it comes. 
And I understand you have to ask 
that question. And I’ll give you the 
same answer.”

Mitchell is signed through the 
2025-26 season but is eligible for a 
four-year extension worth about 
$200 million after this season.

The New York native is in the 
middle of his second season with 
the Cavaliers, who acquired him in 
a trade with the Jazz after months 
of speculation that he might wind 

up coming home.
“We’ve been talking to him, sure, 

for the last couple of years about ex-
tending this contract,” Gilbert told 
The Associated Press on Thursday. 
“We think he will extend. I think if 
you listen to him talk, he loves the 
city.

“He loves the situation in Cleve-
land because our players are very 
young and we’re just kind of putting 
the core together that he’s clearly the 
biggest part of.”

The Cavaliers and Gilbert have 
been burned by local star LeBron 
James leaving twice as a free agent 
and Kyrie Irving forcing a trade, 
though James and Irving did team up 
in 2016 to end Cleveland’s 52-year 
championship drought in the four 
major sports. 

Mitchell’s teammate Georges Ni-
ang also previously said that he ex-
pected Mitchell would remain with 
the Cavaliers.

“I thought Georges said I was go-
ing to the Mets,” Mitchell reportedly 
quipped.

Mitchell’s father, Donovan Sr., is a 
front-office executive for the Mets.

The Knicks bounced Mitchell’s 
Cavaliers in the first round of last 
year’s playoffs and the two teams are 
fighting for the No. 3 seed in the 
Eastern Conference down the 
stretch of this season.

Mitchell won’t commit to Cavs

OUTMUSCLED: Gotham FC’s Crystal Dunn jockies for the ball 
with North Carolina Courage defender Estelle Johnson in Got-
ham’s 1-0 loss on Brianna Pinto’s goal on Saturday. USA Today Sports
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