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Ex-Knick Flynn drops 50 in loss
Staff and wire report

Maybe Malachi Flynn should 
have been the headline player in 
the Knicks-Pistons trade in Feb-
ruary that sent Quentin Grimes 
to Detroit and brought Bojan 
Bogdanovic and Alec Burks to 
New York. 

Flynn, who scored a total of 31 
points in 14 appearances with the 
Knicks after being acquired in the 
deal that brought OG Anunoby in 
from Toronto, poured in a career-
high 50 for Detroit on Wednesday 

night  in Atlanta — all be it in a 
losing effort. 

Jalen Johnson had 28 points, 14 
rebounds and 11 assists for his 
first career triple-double to lead 
the Hawks as they clinched a 
berth in the Eastern Conference 
play-in tournament.

Flynn, whose previous career 
high was 27, was 18-for-25 from 
the floor and 9-for-12 at the line. 
The 50 points was a franchise 
record for a reserve. He also had a 
season-high six rebounds, five as-
sists and five steals in 34 minutes. 

The Pistons have lost 10 of their 
last 11 games.

“Right now, its tough because 
at the end of the day you want to 
win,” Flynn said. “But it does feel 
good to kind of take in the mo-
ment. I’m sure a couple of days 
from now, it will feel really 
good.”

Flynn said it was the first time 
he scored 50 at any level.

“I almost did in high school. I 
had 49 and my coach took me 
out. I still have  a grudge,” he said, 
according to The Athletic.

By MOLLIE WALKER

The bottom-six carousel of 
healthy scratches continued to 
spin on Wednesday, when 
Jonny Brodzinski was the odd 
man out this time around 
against the Devils.

After the Rangers put forth 
an uninspiring performance in 
the previous game, head coach 
Peter Laviolette opted to inject 
the lineup with some guaran-
teed energy by plugging Matt 
Rempe back in after scratch-
ing the 6-foot-8 ½ forward in 
the previous three contests. 

Rempe, as usual, did not dis-
appoint. 

Keeping his personal trend 
going, Rempe earned his third 
game misconduct against the 
Devils this season after an old-
school-hockey line brawl 
broke out off the opening fa-
ceoff. 

“I would like to have players 
ready for the playoffs,” Lavio-
lette said before the Rangers 
beat the Devils 4-3 at the Gar-
den. “I would like to have guys 
where they’re not sitting out the 
entire seven games through the 
entire lineup. And I don’t think 
that anybody should. Our guys 
have played well enough that 
everybody deserves to play. But 
again, I can’t. I’m going to have 
to put only 18 skaters down to-
night.”

Despite the fact that Rempe 
has consistently given the 
Blueshirts a kinetic boost when 
he’s played, the history between 
the 21-year-old rookie and the 
Devils had to have been consid-
ered before this decision was 
made. 

After getting thrown out for 
leveling Nathan Bastian — who 
has been sidelined ever since —  
on Feb. 22, Rempe got ejected 
again for a high hit on Jonas Sie-
genthaler on March 11. The sec-
ond incident earned him a four-
game suspension. 

The Devils’ Kurtis MacDer-
mid finally got to drop the 
gloves with Rempe, who fin-
ished with 47 penalty minutes, 
two fights and three game mis-

conducts in 5:03 of ice time in 
three games in the Battle of the 
Hudson this season.

This past weekend in Arizona, 
Laviolette noted that sometimes 
the Rangers’ opponent will fac-
tor into his lineup decisions. He 
gave the example of wanting the 
Will Cuylle-Barclay Goodrow-
Jimmy Vesey line together 
against the Avalanche. 

While part of it might be 
about the opposition, Laviolette 
is still finalizing his playoff 
lineup and analyzing different 
looks in the bottom-six. Should 
an injury arise, Laviolette has 
several different combinations 
that the players would be famil-
iar with. 

The top-six has remained in-
tact since Jack Roslovic was ac-
quired to slot onto the right 
wing of the top line next to 
Chris Kreider and Mika Zibane-
jad. The Artemi Panarin-Vin-
cent Trocheck-Alexis Lafreniere 
unit has been together since Fi-

lip Chytil went down 10 games 
into the season. 

Laviolette doesn’t foresee any 
plans to limit the ice time of his 
top players as part of load man-
agement ahead of the playoffs. 

“We’re playing every other 
day now,” he said. “There’s 
plenty of opportunity for rest. I 
don’t know if somebody going 
from 22 minutes to 19 minutes is 
going to be a huge deal. We’re 
going to play the game to win 
the game. And then we’ll get the 
rest that we need in order to be 
successful in the next game.” 

➤ Erik Gustafsson returned 
to the lineup Wednesday for 
the first time since absorbing 
an elbow to the head from the 
Panthers’ Sam Reinhart. 

After missing four consecu-
tive games with an upper-body 
injury, the Swedish defenseman 
returned to his usual post on the 
bottom pair alongside Braden 
Schneider. 

Laviolette juggles 
bottom-six again

RANGERS NOTES

SHORT NIGHT: Matt Rempe was back in the lineup Wednes-
day night after three  straight healthy scratches. His night didn’t 
last long though as he received a game misconduct for his  role 
in the opening melee. N.Y. Post: Charles Wenzelberg 
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be brought to our attention within 30 days
of the first day the ad runs, in order to
receive consideration for credit.
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