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«iÀv�À° }�>�ÃÆ >�` `iÜi�°��`�Ü° iÞiÀ°
«ÀiÃVÀ�«Ì° ->�° fxÓ]ÇÇåÉßÀ° �Ì �i>ÃÌ 	�
�� 
ÞiÀ° /�iÀ>«ß] *�ßÃ° /�iÀ>«ß]
���iÃ����}ß �À Ài�° -i�` �ÌÌÉÀiÃ Ì�\
�ÌÌ�\ *ÀiÃ] �iÌ *�ßÃ�V>� /�iÀ>«ß]
£�£�ÓÓ  �ÀÌ�iÀ� 	�Ü`°] ��ÕÃ���}]  9
££Îxn

-i���À �ÀÌ ��À° ��ÀiVÌ �ÜiÀ>�� Ü�Ã°
�`i�Ì�Ìß E LÀ>�`��} Lß
V��Vi«ÌÕ>��ã��} E iÞiVÕÌ° `Ã}�Ã Ì�>Ì
Ý��� >`Ü>�Vi ��-- �iÀV�°] L�ã] ��Ì}]
E LÀ>�`��} �L�°Æ �ÜiÀÃii VÀi>Ì��� �v
Ã>�iÃ E «À����>ÌiÀ�>�Ã] ��V�° LÀ��
V�ÕÀiÃ] ÝiLÃ�Ìi] �i`�> ��ÌÃ] ÌÀ>`i
>`Ã] iÜi�Ì V���>ÌiÀ>� E >`ÜiÀÌ�À�>�ÃÆ
«À�Ü�`i >ÀÌ `�ÀiV° E>�«Æ }Õ�`° Ì� �ÕÌ�
Ã�`i `Ã}À E �i>` ��v�À�>� E v�À�>�
VÀ�Ì�µÕiÃ Ì� «À�Ü�`i ivviVÌ�Üi vii`�
L>V�] «À�`ÕVi «iÀv° ÀÜÝÃ] E �>�>}i
>ÀÌ `�ÀiVÌ�ÀÃ] ÃÌ>vv E ��Ài vÀii�>�Vi
`iÃ�}�iÀÃ >Ã �ii`i` v�À >�� «À��Ì] ���
���i E Ü�`i� Ã��ÕÌ���Ã°->�° f£xÓ]nx�É
ßÀ° 	� �� ���i �ÀÌÃ �À Ài�°«�ÕÃ Î �ßÀ
Ý�À� iÞ« >Ã �À>«�° �iÃ}À] �ÀÌ ��À° �À
Ài�° -i�` �ÌÌÉÀiÃ Ì�\ �ÌÌ�\ �,] ��--  >��
*À�`ÕVÌÃ] ��V° Óx �>ÀL�À *>À� �À] *�ÀÌ
7>Ã���}Ì��]  9 ££åxå


ÞiÀV�Ãi *�ßÃ����}�ÃÌ\ ��iÀ�ÃÌ>À
-Ì>vv��} ��V �� ,�V����` ����]  9°
,iµ½`\ 	>V�i��À½Ã `i}Àii �� �i`�V>�
�À �i>�Ì��Ài�>Ìi` �>��ÀÃ V��Vi�ÌÀ>Ì�
i` �� «�ßÃ�V>� Ì�iÀ>«ß° fxÓ]ÇÇåÉ
Ã>�>Àß° ,iÃÕ�i Ì�\ ��iÀ�ÃÌ>À -Ì>vv��}
��V] £åÇ�åÓ, �>�>�V> �Üi�Õi] ,�V��
���` ����]  9 ££{£n° ,iviÀi�Vi�\
ÓÓ£Ó£È° �Õ�Ì�«�i �«i���}Ã

-i���À 
�i��ÃÌ ­�iiÀ *>À�]  9® ��`i�
«i�`i�Ì�ß «iÀv�À� V��«�iÞ >�`
����À�ÕÌ��i ÌiÃÌ��}] ��V�Õ`��} >�>�ß�
Ã�Ã �v V�>��i�}��} >�` ��Üi� Ã>�«�iÃ
ÃÕV� >Ã �Õ�Ì�«�i ­Î �À ��Ài® V��«��
�i�Ì «À�`ÕVÌÃ >�` Ã«iV�>� «À�`ÕVÌÃ
ÃÕV� >Ã -i���Ã�`iÃ° *iÀv�À� ÝiÌ
V�i��ÃÌÀß E ��ÃÌÀÕ�i�Ì>� >�>�ßÃ�Ã Lß
ÕÃ��} �*�
] �
] �/��,] 16É6�-] ��Õ��
ÀiÃVi�Vi -«iVÌÀ�ÃV�«ß] ��] 
�«�Ý�
iÀ Î] 
�>ÀÕÃxåå Ã�vÌÝ>Ài �� À>Ý�>�
ÌiÀ�>�] v���Ã�i` «À�`ÕVÌ] �>�Õv>VÌÕÀ�
��} «À�ViÃÃ Ü>��`>Ì���] V�i>���} Ü>���
`>Ì��� >�` ÃÌ>L���Ìß Ã>�«�iÃ° �iÜi��
�« >�` �«Ì���ãi >�>�ßÌ�V>� �iÌ��`ÃÆ
�>�i ÃÌ>Ì�ÃÌ�V>� >�>�ßÃ�Ã >�` `>Ì>
��ÌiÀ«ÀiÌ>Ì���° /iV���V>��ß ÌÀ>�� >�`
V�>V� �Õ���À V�i��ÃÌÃ �� >�>�ßÌ�V>�
ÌiV���µÕiÃ q �*�
] �
] -«iVÌÀ��
«��Ì��iÌÀß ­�/��,] 16�6�- iÌV°® >�`
`�ÃÃ��ÕÌ���° �iV�>��V>� µÕ>��v�V>Ì���
É «iÀv�À�>�Vi ÜiÀ�v�V>Ì���­�+É*6®
�� ��ÃÃ��ÕÌ��� >««>À>ÌÕÃ ­��ÃÌi�É
�}��i�Ì ÌiV�® v�À 1-* �««>À>ÌÕÃ � E ��°
�>��Ì>�� ��ÃÌÀÕ�i�ÌÃ ­�*�
] ��ÃÃ��
�ÕÌ��� >««>À>ÌÕÃ® >�` ÌÀ�ÕL�iÃ���Ì
>�ß �ÃÃÕiÃ Ì�>Ì >À�Ãi `ÕÀ��} >�>�ßÃ�Ã°
,iµ° 	- �� 
�i��ÃÌÀß �À 
�i��V>�

�}��iiÀ��} ³ Ã���� �v ÕÃ��} 
�À��>�
Ì�}À>«�ß] Ã«iVÌÀ�ÃV�«ß ­��Õ�ÀiÃ�
Vi�Vi] 16�6�- �/��,] �Ì���V >LÃ�À«�
Ì���] �
® >�` i�iVÌÀ� V�i��V>� >�>�ß�
Ã�Ã] >�` ÕÃ��} Ì�i ���Ý�i`}i �v V>���
LÀ>Ì��� ÃÕV� >Ã �>�Õ>�É>ÕÌ��>Ìi`
`�ÃÃ��ÕÌ��� >««>À>ÌÕÃ >�` �*�

7>ÌiÀÃ] �*�
 �>Ì> �VµÕ�Ã�Ì���] Ì���
�>ßiÀ 
�À��>Ì�}À>«�ß] «���iÌiÀ°
{å �ÀÉÝ� �>�x«° *>ß fÈ£]�ÈÎ «iÀ
ßi>À° -i�` ,iÃÕ�i Ì� 	À�>� ��] 	��
��ÌiÀ�>Ì���>�] Çx  �ÀÌ� ��`ÕÃÌÀß

�ÕÀÌ] �iiÀ *>À�]  9 ££ÇÓ�°

,i�>L���Ì>Ì��� 
��À`��>Ì�À � £ >Ü>���
>L�i «�Ã° ­	À����ß�]  9®° 
���>L�À>Ìi
ÝÉ Ì�iÀ>«ß E Ài�>L �}�Ì E V���i>�
}ÕiÃ Ì� Ãi�iVÌ] `Ü�« E V��À` «À}�Ã
v�À «�ßÃ�V>� Ì�iÀ>«ß E �Ì�iÀ Ì�iÀ>�
«iÕÌ�V >VÌ�Ü�Ì�iÃ° 
ÃÌ>L��Ã� Ý�À�
ÃV�i`Ã E >ÃÃ�}��i�ÌÃ v�À ÃÌ>vv]
>VV�À`��} Ì� Ý�À���>`] Ã«>Vi] E
iµ«�Ì >Ü>��>L���Ìß° �Ã}� E �À}>��ãi
Ì�iÀ>«iÕÌ�V >VÌ�Ü�Ì�iÃ E «À}�Ã Ì�
>ÃÃ�ÃÌ «>Ì�i�ÌÃ �� �i>À���} EÉ �À
Ài`Ü�«} Ý�À� E ��vi��}�Ì Ã����Ã°
����Ì�À E Ài«�ÀÌ Õ«�� Ì�i Ý�À�
>VÌ�Ü�Ì�iÃ �v Ì�iÀ>«�ÃÌÃ] �ÕÀÃiÃ EÉ
�À �Ì�iÀ �i>�Ì� V>Ài ÃÌ>vv° ��ÀiVÌ
«�ßÃ�V>� Ì�iÀ>«ß «À}�Ã E ÃÌ>vv ��
�i>�Ì�V>Ài v>V���Ìß Ì� Ài�>L���Ì>Ìi
��«>�Ài`] ���ÕÀi` EÉ�À `�Ãi>Ãi` «>�
Ì�i�ÌÃ° 	>V�i��À½Ã �i} �� *�ßÃ�V>�
/�iÀ>«ß] �À �Ì�iÀ Ài�iÜ>�Ì �i>�Ì�
V>Ài ÃiÀÜ�Vi `i}° ��ß V��L��>Ì���
�v v�Ài�}� i`ÕV>Ì���° EÉ �À Ý�À�
iµÕ�Ü>�i�Vß �Ã >VVi«Ì>L�i° ->�>Àß
f�Ç]xÎ£°åå° -i�` V�ÜiÀ �iÌÌiÀ] Î Àiv�
iÀi�ViÃ] E ÀiÃÕ�i Ü�> �>�� Ì� �ÌÌ�\
�, �i«Ì] 7����>�ÃLÕÀ} *�ßÃ�V>�
/�iÀ>«ß *°
°] Ó{å -° ÎÀ` -Ì°] 	À����ß�]
 9 ££Ó££° 7À�Ìi ,
�åå£ �� >�� `�VÃ°

*ÕL��V ,i�>Ì���Ã -«iV�>��ÃÌ ��  9

Ì� `Ü�« E iÞiVÕÌi ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�V «ÕL Ài�
V>�«>�}�Ã Ì� i��>�Vi Ý>ÌV�
LÀ>�`½Ã Ü�Ã�L���Ìß E Ài«ÕÌ>Ì���°
*Ài«>Ài E `�ÃÌÀ�LÕÌi «ÀiÃÃ Ài�i>ÃiÃ]
�i`�> ��ÌÃ Ì� «À���Ìi �iÝ «À�`ÕVÌ
�>Õ�V�iÃ] iÜi�ÌÃ E LÀ>�` `iÜi��«�
�i�ÌÃ° �Ü�« E Àiv��i �iß �iÃÃ>}��}
v�À Ì�i LÀ>�`] i�ÃÕÀ��} V��Ã�ÃÌi�Vß
E >��}��i�Ì ÝÉLÀ>�` Ü>�ÕiÃ° 
���>L�
�À>Ìi ÝÉ�À�Ì�} Ìi>� Ì� VÀi>Ìi i��
}>}��} V��Ìi�Ì v�À «ÀiÃÃ Ài�i>ÃiÃ]
L��} «�ÃÌÃ] E Ã�V�>� �i`�> Ì�>Ì
Ã��ÝV>ÃiÃ �ÕÀ �ÕÞÕÀß Ý>ÌV� V���iV�
Ì���Ã° ,iVÀÕ�Ì E «�ÌV� �iÝ 
��Ìi�Ì

Ài>Ì�ÀÃ v�À 	À>�` ��ß>�Ìß `Ü�«��Ì°
�Ü�« VÀ�Ã�Ã V��� ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ E «À�Ì��
V��Ã Ì� «À�ÌiVÌ Ì�i LÀ>�`½Ã Ài«ÕÌ>�
Ì��� �� Ì�i iÜi�Ì �v �i}>Ì�Üi «ÕL��V��
Ìß° -Ì>ß ��v�À�i` >L�ÕÌ ��`ÕÃÌÀß
ÌÀi�`Ã] V��«iÌ�Ì�ÀÃ E i�iÀ}��}
�««Ã �� �ÕÞÕÀß Ý>ÌV� �À�Ì° 1Ãi �À�Ì
��Ã�}�ÌÃ Ì� ÀiV���i�` >`�ÕÃÌ�i�ÌÃ
Ì� *, ÃÌÀ>Ìi}�iÃ >Ã �ii`i`° ��Ü��Vi
��}�Ì Ý�Ì� ÀiÜ�iÝ E «>ß�i�Ì°
�ÃÃ�ÃÌ �� ���Ì��ß *, LÕ`}iÌ° ,iµ\
	>V� �À v�Ài�}� iµÕ�Ü �� «ÕL Ài�]
V���Ã] �>À�Ì] ��Ì�� Ài�Ã �À Ài� v�`°
->�>Àß\ fx£]Î£{�° -i�` ÀiÃÕ�iÃ Ì�
�À>�V� �Õ��iÀ 1-� ��V\
`>��i�JvÀ>�V��Õ��iÀ�ÕÃ>°V��

�iÀV�>�`�Ã��} 
��ÃÕ�iÀ ��>�ßÃÌ
Ý>�Ìi` Lß �ÀiÃ� ��ÀiVÌ ��
 �� 	À��Þ]
 9° �`i�Ì�vß] >�>�ßãi] E ��Ì«ÀÌ VÕÃ�
Ì��iÀ Ã��««��} ÌÀi�`Ã E V>Ìi}�Àß
«ÕÀV�>Ã��} �>L�ÌÃ Ì� >``ÀiÃÃ �iß
«ÀL��Ã E �««�ÀÌÕ��Ì�iÃ Ì�À�Õ}� Ãß��
`�V>Ìi` `>Ì> >�>�ßÌ�VÃ° �>ÃÌiÀ½Ã `i}
�� -«�ß 
�>�� �}�Ì] �ÀV��`�Ã��} �À
Ài� ³ £ ßÀ iÞ«° {å�ÀÃÉÝ�] fÇÇ]ÓÈ{ÉßÀ �
fnÓ�ÉßÀ° ��À >``Ì½� ��L ÀiµÃ E Ì� >«�
«�ß Ü�Ã�Ì �ÌÌ«Ã\ÉÉÝÝÝ°vÀiÃ�`�ÀiVÌ°
V��É ÃVÀ��� Ì� Ì�i L�ÌÌ��] ���� v�À

>ÀiiÀÃ] V��V� �� ���� Ì�i /i>�°

-�V�>� -iÀÜ�ViÃ � 9]  9� -�V�>� -iÀÜ�
�ViÃ �}i�Vß Ãii�Ã 	i�>Ü��À ��ÌiÀÜi��
Ì��� -«iV�>��ÃÌ Ì� V�«�iÌi v�VÌ½��
>ÃÃ��Ì E `Ü�« ��`Ü`�ãi` L�ÜÀ Ã««ÀÌ
«��Ã E ÃÌvv ��ÌÀÜ�Ì½� «��Ã «iÀ ÀµÀ`
vÀ�Ì° ��«���Ì E ��ÌÀ L�ÜÀ>� `>Ì>
ÌÀV��} ÃßÃÌÃ° 
�«�iÌi L�ÜÀ ��Ì� «��Ã
E `�VÃ° *ÀÜ`i ÃÌvv ÌÀ���} �� ÌÀÌ��Ì
«��Ã] E �Ì�À À�Ì` L�ÜÀ� ��Ì� Ì«�VÃ°

�«�iÌi >ÃÃ��Ì E «ÃßV� iÜ>�Ã°

�}>}i �� ��`Ü`� EÉ�À }À« ÌÀÌ��Ì°

À`�Ìi «ÃßV��}V� V>Ài E L�ÜÀ�
«À}À�Ã ÝÉ v���iÃ] �i`V� «ÀÜ`ÀÃ]
ÀÃ`�Ì�>� ÃÌÌ�}ÃÉÀ�Ü�Ì ÃÌ���`ÀÃ v�À
��`Ü`� ÃÀÜVi «ÀÜ�Ã½�° *ÀÜ�`i VÀÃ�Ã
��ÌÀÜ�Ì½� E ��ÃÌÀVÌ ÃÌvv �� ÌV��µÃ Ì�
��`�i V����}�} L�ÜÀÃ° �ÌÌ�`
��ÌÀ`ÃV«��Àß �Ì}Ã E «ÀÜ`i ��«ÕÌ iÃ«°
�� ��`Ü`�Ã ÝÉ �`�Ìv�i`Éi�À}�} L�ÜÀ�
V����}Ã° ��Ì� ÃÀÜVi ÀVÀ`Ã Ì� i�ÃÀi
µ�Ìß ��ÌÀÜ�Ì½� E Ài}�ÌÀß V�«��Vi°
*ÀvÀ� ÌÃ�Ã �� V�«��Vi ÝÉ ÃÀÜVi
«ÀÜ�Ã½� Ài}Ã° �/° fxx�ÉßÀ° ��� ,iµÃ\
�>ÃÌiÀ½Ã �� �««��i` 	i�>Ü��À>� ��>��
ßÃ�Ã �À �Õ�>� -iÀÜ�ViÃ v�`° 7��� >V�
Vi«Ì > Ã�}�i `i}Àii �À >�ß V�L�>Ì½�
�v `i}ÀiiÃ] `�«Ã �À «ÀvÃÃ�½� VÀ`�Ì�Ã
`ÌÀ���i` Lß >� >VVÀi`�Ìi` VÀ`�Ì�>�
iÜ>� ÃÀÜVi Ì� Li iµÜ��Ì Ì� > 1- �>Ã�
ÌiÀ½Ã `i}Àii �� �««��i` 	i�>Ü��À>�
��>�ßÃ�Ã �À �Õ�>� -iÀÜ�ViÃ v�`°
-i�` ,iÃÕ�i Ì� �Õi�`>���> ����V� �
��ÌiÀ�Ã��« �>�>}iÀ q ��,
]  9
] nÎ
�>�`i� �>�i] ££Ì� ����À]  iÝ 9�À�]
 9 £ååÎn Ü�> i�>�� Ì� ÀiVÀÕ�Ì�i�ÌJ
>�ÀV°�À}°

"«iÀ>Ì���Ã ,iÃi>ÀV� ��>�ßÃÌ\ �`i�Ì��
vß «À�LÃ �� ��}�ÃÌ�VÃ 	ÕÃ��iÃÃ �Ài>°

���iVÌ] >�>�ßãi E �À}>��ãi ��v� vÀ��
> Ü>À�iÌß �v Ã�ÕÀViÃ] ÃÕV� >Ã `>Ì>�
L>Ãi] Ã>�iÃ ��ÃÌ�À�iÃ E VÕÃÌ��iÀ
vii`L>V�° �Ü�« E ÃÕ««�ß �«Ì��>�
Ì��i] V�ÃÌ �À ��}�ÃÌ�VÃ �iÌÝ�À�Ã v�À
«À�} iÜ>�] ÀiÜ�iÝ �À ��«�i�i�Ì>�
Ì���° ,i«�ÀÌ v��`��}Ã E ÀiV���i��
`>Ì���Ã v�À V�° �}�Ì° �ÃÌÀ½Ã �� 	�ã
��>�ßÌ�VÃ �À Ài�Ì` v�i�`Ã Àiµ`Æ ,i�
ÃÕ�i Ì� �� ��}�Þ ��V° {å 7° ÎÇÌ� -Ì°]
-Ìi° �å£]  iÝ 9�À�]  9 £åå£n

*>V�>}��} �iÃ�}�iÀ ­	À����ß�]  9®

Ài>Ìi «>V�>}��} `Ã}�Ã vÀ�� V���
Vi«Ì Ì� V��«�iÌ���° *Ài« ��V��Õ«
«>V�>}i v�À �}�ÌÉV��i�Ì ÀiÜ�iÝ° 
��
ÃÕÀi Ì��i���iÃÃ E «ÀiV�Ã��� ÝÉ Ì�i
`Ã}�Ã° �ii« >LÀi>ÃÌ ÝÉ V���À ÌÀi�`Ã
E ��Ì ÃÌ`Ã° ,iµ`\ 	>V�i��À½Ã �i} ��
*>V�>}��} �Ã}�] � �Ì�Ã iÞ« >Ã �i�
Ã�}�iÀ] *À�v�V�i�Vß �� �`�Li 
Ài>Ì�Üi
-Õ�Ìi] ��V� *��Ì�Ã��« E ���ÕÃÌÀ>Ì�À E
-���`Ý�À�Ã] E ���Ý� �v 
Þ«iÀ�i�Ì�>�
	À>�` �Ã}� E ��}�Ì>� *Ài«ÀiÃÃ v�À
*>V�>}��} �Ã}�° "vv` Ã>�>Àß fxÎ]ÎxÓ°
�>�� ÀiÃÕ�i Ì�\ -�ÕÌ�iÀ� /i�iV��]
xÈå£ £ÃÌ �Üi°] 	À����ß�]  9] ££ÓÓå°

�ÀÌ ��ÀiVÌ�À° �iÜi�°�ÜiÀ>�� Ü�Ã° �`i�Ì��
Ìß E LÀ>�`��} Lß V��Vi«ÌÕ>��ã��} E
iÞiVÕÌ° `Ã}�Ã Ì�>Ì Ý��� >`Ü>�Vi ��--½
�iÀV�°] L�ã] ��Ì}] E LÀ>�`��} �L� E
À«Ì Ì� -�° �ÀÌ ��À°Æ *�>� E «iÀv] VÀi>�
Ì��� �v Ã>�iÃ E «À����>ÌiÀ�>�Ã ��V�°
LÀ�V�ÕÀiÃ] ÝiLÃ�Ìi] �i`�> ��ÌÃ] ÌÀ>`i
>`Ã] iÜi�Ì V���>ÌiÀ>� E >`ÜiÀÌ�À�>�ÃÆ
*>ÀÌ�V�«>Ìi �� «��Ì�ÉÝiL° >ÀÌ `�ÀiV�
Ì��� E «��ÌÃ���ÌÃ E >ÃÃÌ° ��Ì} E
iÞiV° Ìi>��i�LiÀÃ ÝÉ «ÀiÃi�Ì>�
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All eyes were 
on Hawkeyes: 

14.2M watched 
Iowa-UConn

By ANDREW BATTIFARANO

Women’s college basketball 
keeps on setting new television 
ratings records during the 2024 
NCAA Tournament — and this 
time, it was ESPN’s most-viewed 
basketball broadcast ever.

Less than one week after Iowa’s 
Elite Eight matchup with LSU set 
the previous record for most-
watched women’s NCAA basket-
ball game with 12.3 million viewers, 
the Hawkeyes’ Final Four thriller 
against UConn on Friday garnered 
14.2 million viewers, according to 
ESPN.

The Final Four matchup also 
peaked at 17 million viewers.

The network also said there was 
an average of 7.1 million viewers 
who tuned in to watch undefeated 
South Carolina beat North Caro-
lina State in its Final Four matchup.

Iowa’s past two games have shat-
tered the previous NCAA women’s 
basketball ratings record (9.9 mil-
lion viewers) that was set last year 

when the Hawkeyes fell to LSU in 
the national title game.

Those who tuned into Friday’s 
Iowa-UConn Final Four saw quite 
the game, with the Huskies con-
taining Caitlin Clark in the first 
half before she and Iowa rallied to 
take a late lead — holding a one-
point edge in the waning seconds 
before controversy set in.

With 10 seconds to go and trail-
ing by one, UConn ran a play to try 
and get star Paige Bueckers open, 
but Aaliyah Edwards was called for 
an illegal screen on Iowa’s Gabbie 
Marshall, all but closing out an 
Iowa win.

After Clark sunk a free throw on 
the other end, the Hawkeyes 
sealed a 71-69 victor and a second 
straight berth in the national title 
game.

With a Clark taking on a loaded 
South Carolina team, there’s a 
chance that the championship 
game on Sunday afternoon could 
set another ratings record.

abattifarano@nypost.com

RECORD-SETTING VIEWERSHIP: The Final Four matchup be-
tween Caitlin Clark and Iowa against UConn on Friday drew 14.2 million 
viewers on ESPN — the most the network has ever had for a broadcast 
of a basketball game. Getty Images
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