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By JUSTIN TASCH

The longer Caitlin Clark and Iowa 
went, the more people were interested.

For the third time in seven days, Clark 
and the Hawkeyes shattered the TV 
viewership record for women’s college 
basketball, this time with their NCAA 
championship final loss Sunday to un-
defeated South Carolina on ABC draw-
ing 18.7 million viewers, according to 
ESPN.

The broadcast peaked at a whopping 
24 million viewers, the network said.

It marks the largest audience for any 
basketball game (men’s or women’s, 
college or professional) since 2019.

“18.7 MILLION,” Clark wrote on X 
along with a fire emoji.

Iowa’s controversial Final Four win 
over UConn on Friday had set the pre-
vious record for most-watched 
women’s college basketball game at 14.2 
million viewers.

And that game broke the record set 
last Monday by Iowa’s win over LSU in 
the Elite Eight, which drew 12.3 million 
viewers, far surpassing the average of 
9.9 million from LSU’s national title win 
over Iowa last year.

According to The Athletic, Sunday’s 
viewership of 18.7 million is more than 
all but four college football games from 
the 2023 season; more than every World 

Series game since the Nationals’ Game 7 
win over the Astros in 2019; more than 
every NBA Finals game since the Warri-
ors’ Game 5 win over the Cavaliers in 
2017; more than every Daytona 500 since 
2008 and more than every final round of 
the Masters since 2001, when Tiger 
Woods captured his second green jacket.

Clark, considered by some to be the 
GOAT of women’s college hoops, was a 
consistent draw for ESPN as she tried 
to fill the conspicuous championship 
void on her résumé after the Hawkeyes’ 
loss to the Tigers a year ago.

Now Clark heads to next Monday’s 
WNBA draft, where she likely will be se-
lected No. 1 overall by the Indiana Fever.

By ZACH BRAZILLER

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Argua-
bly the biggest job in college 
basketball was open on the 
night of the national champi-
onship game, setting the sport 
abuzz. 

John Calipari is planning to 
take the job at Arkansas, leav-
ing Kentucky after 15 seasons 
with one national champion-
ship and four Final Four ap-
pearances. It is expected to be 
a five-year deal worth report-
edly just south of $8.5 million 
per season. After Eric Mussel-
man left Arkansas for USC, 
the SEC school attempted to 
pivot to Jerome Tang of Kan-
sas State and Chris Beard of 
Ole Miss, but both coaches 
opted to remain at their re-
spective schools. It led to this 
stunning turn of events. 

Everyone now wants to 
know who will replace Cali-
pari, a coaching giant in the 
sport who has produced a 
first-round pick in 16 straight 
seasons, in Lexington. 

St. John’s coach Rick Pitino’s 
name has been thrown out 
there as a long-shot possibility, 
although that is not expected 
to happen, according to multi-
ple sources close to the situa-
tion. Pitino, 71, is focused on 
making St. John’s a winner and 
adding up to five impact trans-
fers to a core that includes 
sophomores RJ Luis and Zuby 
Ejiofor and freshmen Brady 
Dunlap and Simeon Wilcher. 
Pitino, of course, coached at 
Kentucky from 1989-97 and 
won it all in 1996. But the rea-
son he took the St. John’s job 
in the first place was to be able 
to stay in New York after 
coaching at Iona University 

for three years. Pitino has said 
St. John’s will be his last job. 

Kentucky is expected to 
make a run at a number of 
high-profile coaches, from 
Dan Hurley at Connecticut to 
Scott Drew at Baylor. It could 
try to swing for the fences 
with big names like Jay Wright 
and Billy Donovan, the current 
Bulls’ coach. Donovan worked 
as an assistant under Pitino at 
Kentucky from 1989-94 and 
won back-to-back NCAA titles 
at Florida in 2006-07. 

Wright, who retired in 2022 
from Villanova, told The Post 
he’s not interested in return-
ing to coaching. Asked about 
the potential of leaving 
UConn after winning his sec-
ond straight national champi-
onship Monday night, Hurley 
said: “I don’t think that’s a con-
cern. … You should have [my 
wife] answer that.”

He later added: “I’m not go-
ing in the portal.” 

Said Connecticut athletic 
director David 
Benedict: “Ken-
tucky can call. 
Yes, we will do 
everything we can 
to keep him and I 
think he knows 
that. We just got 
done winning a 
second national 
championship. The 
pieces are in place to 
continue to do that. Noth-
ing against Kentucky, but 
we’re winning.” 

The candidate that makes the 
most sense is Drew, one of the 
game’s big coaching stars. Ken-
tucky athletic director Mitch 
Barnhart is said to be a fan of 
Drew, who led Baylor to the 
2021 title and has led the Bears 
to 12 20-win seasons in the last 
13 years. Alabama’s Nate Oats 
was expected to be a candidate, 
but he announced on Monday 
night he was staying put and 
was focused on continuing to 
coach the Crimson Tide after 
leading the school to its first Fi-
nal Four berth. 

Oats does have an $18 million 
buyout, which was seen by 
some as making him an unlikely 
hire. It is significantly higher 
than Drew’s buyout of $4.5 mil-
lion. Another potential name to 
watch is Bruce Pearl of Auburn. 
Pearl has the kind of big person-
ality that would appeal to Ken-
tucky’s rabid fan base and has 

won big at the 
SEC school, 
reaching the 
Final Four in 
2019 and 
winning 27 
games this 
year. 

It will be interesting to see 
how Calipari fares at Arkansas. 
For all of his success at Ken-
tucky, he has struggled the last 
five years despite the annual 
additions of five-star, one-and-
done recruits. The Wildcats 
last advanced past the first 
weekend of the tournament in 
2019, didn’t even reach the 
dance in 2021 and suffered dis-
mal, opening-round upset 
losses two of the last three 
years, falling to No. 14 Oakland 
this March and No. 15 Saint Pe-
ter’s in 2022. 

Calipari hasn’t adjusted well 
to the transfer-portal era, los-
ing with younger teams when 
so many successful programs 
have gone older. Calipari had 
the second-ranked recruiting 
class in the country for next 
year, a group that included 
five-star guard Boogie Fland 
of Archbishop Stepinac. It is 
uncertain if all of those players 
will follow him to Arkansas, 
which currently has no play-
ers on its roster or committed 
recruits for next year. 

After the recent loss to Oak-
land, there was speculation 
Calipari’s job was tenuous. But 
Barnhart quelled that some-
what when he announced Cal-
ipari would be returning. Ken-
tucky would have owed him 
over $33 million had it fired 
him. Ultimately, the sides 
parted ways. Calipari has a 
new job and Kentucky is free 
to replace him without pay-
ing that onerous sum.

CASTING CAL’
With Calipari on way to Arkansas, 
Kentucky eyeing big-name options

Clark, Iowa shatter ratings record again
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The New York Post reserves the right to
edit, reclassify, reject or cancel an ad at
any time. We can only give appropriate
credit, not to exceed the cost of the ad, for
one insertion. We are not liable for com-
plete omissions. Any discrepancies must
be brought to our attention within 30 days
of the first day the ad runs, in order to
receive consideration for credit.
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