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By BRIAN LEWIS

PHILADELPHIA — The 
Nets’ coaching search is well 
underway. It has been for over 
a month already, and it’s an ex-
haustive one.

With the season winding 
down — they play their finale 
Sunday at Philadelphia — Nets 
general manager Sean Marks 
and owner Joe Tsai’s list of in-
terviewees has already 
cracked double figures and 
may be approaching a dozen, a 
source told The Post.

The most accomplished on 
the list is likely two-time 
Coach of the Year and one-
time champion Mike Buden-
holzer — mentioned by The 
Post a month ago. Kings asso-
ciate head coach Jordi Fernan-
dez was first cited by Nets-
Daily, and Suns associate head 
coach Kevin Young was re-
ported Saturday morning by 
The Athletic.

The latter report also cited 
Budenholzer and Fernandez as 
finalists, but a source called 
the list “incomplete” and said 
there are more candidates still 
in the mix.

Interim coach Kevin Ollie 
has been considered, and The 
Athletic’s report mentioned 
Heat assistant Chris Quinn 
and Pelicans assistant James 
Borrego, who has been linked 
with the Nets in the past. The 
sort of coach they hire — i.e., a 
veteran head coach, or an un-
proven assistant — could be 
an indicator of whether they 
plan a lengthy, full-on rebuild.

Tsai has been taking part in 
the interview process, accord-
ing to a source. He’s been less 
visible at games this season, 
presumably due to his respon-
sibilities as chairman of Ali-
baba Group, but has attended 
multiple games lately at Bar-
clays Center and even their 
March 17 tilt in Austin, Texas.

Marks has a long-standing 
relationship with Budenhol-
zer, spending three seasons 
with the Spurs as a player and 
another as basketball opera-
tions assistant while the latter 
was on the staff.

Budenholzer left for the 
Hawks, where he coached five 
seasons — all of them with 
current Nets guard Dennis 
Schroder.

“Coach Bud was [great]. He 
taught me a lot,” Schroder told 
The Post. “I was like 18, 19 
when I got to the league, and I 
was still all over the place. I 
thought Germany was like At-

lanta, and the game in Ger-
many, I thought I can just 
translate it easily. And he gave 
me all the steps to be great on 
the court and off the court, to 
make sure that I matured even 
off the court, making sure that 
I’m in a good place.

“[He] was always talking to 
me, to my family. Always great. 
Off the court he helped me a 
lot and on the court. ... When 
he got that [championship], I 
reached out to him, and it was 
special for me to see him win-
ning that. So yeah, always had 
a great relationship with him.”

Budenholzer spent another 
five years with the Bucks, in-
cluding beating the Nets en 
route to the 2021 NBA title. He 
went 271-120 with the Bucks, 
with several of his former title-
winning players saying he could 
succeed wherever he goes — 
including building the Nets.

“He won a championship. He 
knows what it takes to get 
there. He’s great. He knows 
how to put the pieces together 

and get it done. He was able to 
do it when I was there and I’m 
sure he’ll be able to do it again 
if he does decide to coach,” 
Jordan Nwora told The Post, 
adding Budenholzer could win 
with the Nets.

“He could deal with it. He’s 
been there. He’s been in At-
lanta, Milwaukee, so he’s been 
there before. It’s just a time 
thing and I’m sure he’s a quali-
fied enough coach to get the 
job done. He knows what he’s 
doing. And not just him. I’m 
sure if he was the coach, he’d 
bring the right staff in to get 
the job done. So regardless of 
what he does, I’m sure he’d be 
a good fit.”

Knicks guard Donte DiVin-
cenzo, who spent parts of four 
seasons under Budenholzer, 
also praised him.

“Is he going to be interested 
in that? I have no idea. But I do 
know whatever team does get 
him, he’s at a point, winning a 
championship, getting let go in 
Milwaukee, he’s seen it all,” 
DiVincenzo told The Post. “In 
Atlanta, he was president or 
something at the same time, so 
he’s seen everything. Whatever 
team gets him next is a really 
lucky team. And he deserves a 
spot to be back in the NBA.”

blewis@nypost.com

Budenholzer figures 
to be on Nets’ wish list

Sunday
NETS AT 76ERS
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HEY BUD! Mike Budenholzer, a two-time Coach of the Year and 
one-time NBA champion, could be an option for the Nets as they 
go through the interview process for their vacancy. Getty Images
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