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Sionature witnessed bv 

My f u l l nami i s Robert James Goslin. On Saturday 11 j ^ r i l 1981 I was 
the Assistant Chief Constable (derations) with the South Yorkshire 

-Police. On tha i day I was on duty at the Shelf ield'ifednesday'TDDtb'al'l" 
Club (Hillsborough) on the occasion of an F.A. Cup Semi-Final match 
between Tottenham Hotspur and Wolverhartpton Wanderers. Shortly after 
(Jie caiuiiencemenful.the game a dangerocrs-crushlng sitxratlDrrtevetDpe'd 
i n the Leppinas Lane end of the ground utiich required swift action to 

ng spectators to escape and take up positions on the 
also necessary to assist severalpeople over the top of 
elieve congestion in~ttie-'t:epplT[g5~l;ane~^nd~Df~the r^nd~Df~the~ 

prevent serious or possible f a t a l i n jury to the spectators. This 
-action carr5±5ted of opening~a"gate leading from th€~t:Hrrac iTrg-onto"~th5~ 
track and allowing spectators to escape and take up positions on the 
track. I t was 
tiie fencrng-t:( 
ground 

- A l l these spectators were accomcsdated on the-T:Tack~5nrrDCinding~the 
p i t c h and^ apart from an abortive attenpt to move some supporters into 
the Kop end at half time, remained there f o r the r e s t of the game. 
"Several seriorrff-xnjuries i . e . brcskHn bones, cuts and bruises, had-teeen" 
sustained p r i o r to and during the evacuation of t h e T,pppings L a n e ptid 

t i n g took place ±mhe~S55retary"'s^ 
-Office, between Mr. Bert McGee, Chairman, of S h e f f i e l d Wednesday F.C., 
Mr. E r i c England, Secretary S.W.F.C., the Chief Constable of South 
"Yorkshire Po l i c e , Mr. J.H. BrOWnlow and myself" ihe meeting lasted 
for abotit h a l f an h n n r anri wac; r n a i n l y conrtarneri wit-h t-h<a p-troni-c; on t-hp 

Lappings Lane end j u s t ; a f t e r the, s t a r t of the match. Mr. McGee 
supported by Mr. bngland was extremely c r i t i c a l ot the p o l i c e action 
f i r s h l y f o r a l l o w i n g if- t o dfatrplop anr^ sei -nnr^ly for- i-yie^ mann̂ ''' b y V'hi'-h 

the problem was resolved 

T t wa.c; poinf-p»ri on^ f-f-> ho1-h M r , }J\r-C^(^ and M r . F.ng1 apr^ t-bat c i rc'imstances 
beyond our control had brought about the crushing s i t u a t i o n and 
conventional methods ot control naa t a i i e a . By t h i s l mean the use 
nf uniformed p o l i c e n f f i r e r s , loi.id h a i l R r s and police.-hcases to reli-eve-
the most congested areas of, the Leppings Lane end had f a i l e d . Because 
of the p o s s i b i l i t y ot serious - injury ana worse, I had instructed that 
the gate was opened and spectators brought out onto the track. I 
had taken UP p o s i t i o n on the t^rack at t h i s stage and therefore was i n 
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Continuation of statement of Robert JameS Goslin 

an id e a l position to assess the s i t u a t i o n , I had personally assisted 
several spectators to climb over the fence. Mr, ffcGee expressed 
the view that the action of bringing spectaters out onto the track 
was coirpletely unnecessary and had had the e f f e c t of making the ground 
look 'untidy'. He was obviously upset and s a i d that because of our 
(the police) action i t WQG u n l i k e l y that Hillsbejfeugh would ever be 
in v i t e d to host a semi-final i n the future 

UT̂ on I pointed out that had wc not acted as \<ie did, then there 
was a real chance of f a t a l i t i e s he r e p l i e d 'Bollocks - no-one would 
have been k i l l e d ' 1 

The atmosphere throughout the meeting was h o s t i l e and there seemed to 
be a t o t a l f a i l u r e to appreciate \*iat might have occurred had \\e 
not taJccn the action we did 

Relationships between o f f i c i a l s of the club and outselves were strained 
for some tLme after the semi-final although i L i s true Lo Sciy Uiab— 
things did revert to the normal co-operative working relationships 
after a r e l a t i v e l y short period of time of time 
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