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C ^ T E Q O R V  

Please tick those category

STANDS

Spion Kop
North Stand
South Stand — Seated

Standing

WEST STAND

;Pen;-v'S,-7:-^

4

p o l i c e OFFICER o n  d u t y.
South Yorkshire

Nottinghamshire

off icer o f f d u t y

l^tfrighawshire 
South Yorkshire

Radio

STAFF.

Tufnstilte Operator

Catering
Other

LOCAL RESIDENTS 
House to House 
Shopping 
Other

PUBLIC 
Letter 
Telephone
Vi.it to Polic. Station

AMY CATEGORY HOT SPECIFIED

UITICSS CALLED TO IWUIRV Q

COACHES _ Alcohol
- Disorder
- Police 

Check
- Traffic 

Delay

LETTER REQUIRED Y/N □

(Version IV > (170509)

. . — lirahle for indexingboxes which are applicaoxe

MEDICAL
Doctor
Police Surgeon 
Surgeon
Pathologist
Nurse
St Johns A«b

SUPPORTERS
Li verpool 
Notts Forest 
Other

e d O E N C Y  SERVICES
Fire Brigade 
Ambulance

RECOGNITION 
Bravery Acts
Award*:- "■

Appreciation

Adver se, Coewents

PUBLIC BODIES
Local Authority
Health * Safety
FA ^
Footbal1 Trust

CONSULTANTS * FIRMS 
Safety
Construction
Other

SURBES IN AROUND
Team on Pitch 
Hanson's Name 
Kick Off 
Ball hits X-Bar 
Barrier breaks

CROUD SURSES 0/S SRCM® 
Metal Gate forced 
Gate »C» to eject 
Gate »C» crowd in

PREVIOUS HATOES 
Semi Final 1981 
Seei Final 1956 
Semi Final 1988 
Other State* —---—

INVESTIGATION 
Forged Tickets 
Forcing Gates 
Unauthorised access 

Alcohol 
Disorder
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Surname 

F orenames 

Age

Address

Occupation 

T e 1e phone 

IC

Hair c o 1our 

l~^|r type 

Eyes

Facial hair 

Glasses

Number of Pages 

Da t e d

20U/

HQLEx k l L C T O O

BftlAN LEONARD 

Over 21

, L. Mole Station

Date of birth

HAMMERpON RD PSTN, HAMMgRfQN RD 
HILLSBOROUGH, SHEFF \E \J 5 , S YORKSHIRE, S64ND

He ight Build

Use

190389

C o m p 1 e ;< i o n

Accent

B.L. Mole Si

I am a Chief Superintendent ijj '̂the South Yorkshire Police and am
■   ............................

currently t h e .Pivislonalycommander of the Barnsley Division of the

F orce,

I. was appointed a Constable in the Sheffield City Police in October 

1963 and served in Uniform and CID Duties as Constable and Detective 

Sergeant, until 1974 when I was promoted to the rank of Inspector.

For a period of two years I served as Staff Officer to the then 

Chief Constables and during that time had responsibility for the 

planning of major events in the form of Royal visits, in liaison with 

the Lord Lieutenant of the County and had a particular responsibility 

for War Duties.

In 1976 I was promoted to Chief Inspector and posted as Deputy Sub 

Divisional Commander to the Sheffield Central Division (D1 Sub
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Division) where I remained in post until 1979. During my time in the 

Sheffield Central Division, I was responsible for the policing of 

football matches at Sheffield United Football Ground and for the 

planning and arrangement of various marches and demonstrat ions 

associated with normal City life.

In 1979 I again transferred to the Research & Development Department 

with particular responsibility for planning public order training and 

policy.

In the October of that year I was promoted to Superintendent and 

appointed as head of the newly formed Operations Division.

Almost immediately upon appointment to Steel Strike commenced and I 

was responsible for Police operations and planning in connection with 

that matter. During that time I had particular involvement at the 

Hatfields Steel Works which was the scene of much disorder and heavy 

pi cketti ng.

In December 1981, I transferred from the Operations Division and 

returned to the Sheffield Central Sub Division as Sub Divisional 

Commander and again had some responsibility for football matches and 

marches and demonstrations in the City Centre.

In the March of 1982, I took up the post of Detective Superintendent- 

in charge of the Criminal Investigation Department in the Sheffield 

North Division. However, within 3 months I as appointed the Deputy 

Divisional Commander of that Division.

I remained as the Deputy Divisional Commander until October -'1983 when 

I was promoted to the rank of Chief Superintendent and appointed 

Divisional Commander of the Division where I remained until the 27 

March 1989, when I was transferred as Divisional Commander to the 

Barnsley Division.

During my time in the Sheffield North Division, as Deputy Divisional 

Commander and Divisional Commander, I. was deeply involved in the



PAGE 3
S 1 1 3 4

planning and coiimand of operations associated with Sheffield J^dnesday 

F ootbal 1 5/H u b and in fact in 1 9 8 7 s the Of f icer comniand/'ng the serrti

f i na 1 ^eCween Coventry City ayf^L.eeds United and Tn 19pB t h e mat ch

between Liverpool and Not^/ngham Forest- In addition, in 1984 during 

the Miners dispite, I was involved in the policing of picket lines in 

Nottinghamshire, Orgreave, Doncaster and Barnsley and at times took 

control of the Force Control Room dealing with the deployment of 

personnel to picketting situations.

So far as both the 1987 and 1988 semi finals are concerned, I was

directly responsible for the planning and liaison with the management 

of Sheffield Wednesday Football Club and the Football Association. On 

both occasions negotiations were entered into concerning the 

allocation of seating areas to opposing fans and the decision was 

taken that one team would be allocated the South Side and the Hop and. 

the other team the North Side and the West Side and Leppings Ln 

Terraces- The decision was based on the geographical location of the 

Stadium and was x n an effort to ensure complete segregation of 

supporters to prevent confrontation and public disorder.

Consideration was given to other methods of deployment, but on balance 

it was felt that this was the most appropriate separation.

In connection with both the semi final in 1987 and 1988, this policy 

as followed and the operations were successful, 

n 1989 during the wee ior to Monday 20 M a rch 1^89, I was 

approached by Mr Gr/nam McKRELL the Secretary the Sheffield 

Wednesday Footb^t^l Club, who indicated that once again he might be 

asked to stage the semi final, possibly between Liverpool and 

Nottingham Forest. He asked if I would be able to confirm that we 

could Police such an event and X indicated that we would receive any 

proposal in a favourable manner should the situation arise. I again 

indicated that if we did stage that event, I would ask that the same
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segregation prqcedures were utilised as in previous yg^rfs and that 

.Liverpool j douA d be a 11 o c a t e jjk t̂he North Stand, W>*^tstand a ryjk^ep^i i ng<

L.n T e r p c e  a nd Nottingi 

previous years.

Forest the Kop andr South Starur as in the

N  Z H + t f
On Monday 20 Ma'c. h 1989, I was again contacted by Mr McKRELL who 

conf i rmed that he had been asked by the Football Association to stage 

the semi final between Liverpool and Nottingham Forest. He did say 

that the F o o t ba 1J^ Association had asked if the alio c>trfon of seats 

could be r e ^ r s e d in that they would 1 i k e mo r e f / t c i  lities for 

Li verpQOyL/fans. I once again pointed out the reasons for the decision 

taken the previous yeĵ r-s and after c onf i rmatioii/dt the ACC 

< Ope rat i Mr W/W JACKSON , I confirmed that the re was no p b  i 1 i

of cl/tange and that that was the only manner in which I would be 

prepared to Police such an event. Mr McKRELL indicated that he would 

have to take the matter back to the Football Association before the 

final decision was reached.

I believe it was later that same day that Mr McKRELL contacted me and

said that the Football AssociationyHad^accepted the and that

we would h/s asked to Po 1 i ce t,hpr semi final on the/nS April 1989

( 150489 i/ and that the ticke^T allocations would/De in accordance with

our plans for the previews year.

As a consequence of this information I spoke to Su per i nt e nde nt MURRAY

I
and Inspector SEWELL at Hammerton Rd Police Station and at 3 pm (1500) 

that day made arrangements for a meeting to be called for Wednesday 22 

March 1989 (220389) in order that early planning discussions for the 

event could take place.

Conscious of the fact that I w>aTs scheduled to take coffitnan/ of a new 

Division on the 27 March 1 ^ 9  (210389), I. called upoTyOhe proposed new
-pr- A/W

Divisional Commander, Chief Superintendent D G DUimENF1ELD, to attend
---------------------------------------------------------------------- —   - 7 ^ -------------------

that meeting in orde/f that continuity might reafain and he could
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continue with 

meeting took

i n n i n g

10am

S t a tHammerton

heads

Id be in his domain. The 

0) on 22 March 1989 (2^0389) at

including

and involved all interested parties, 

erations and Traffic ifivision, the Sa*Tl o r

Officers whould be involved in the operation, the Suppor t y S taftf 

responsible for preparing the Of5erational Order and reprg^entatives of 

British $?ai 1, Public T rans and the Highways Authority of the

County^ Council .

At that meeting initial plans were made concerning action to be taken 

and in particular consideration was given to the mode of travel of 

supporters and representation was made by the Brit i slyffai 1„ 

representatives for Liverpoj/T to be brought into the Mjyfiland Station 

i n the C i. t y Centre and Ny/t 1 ng hams hi re to the Ul^ds 1^/y Bridge Stati o n 

in the North of Sheffield. Such action would defeat the segregation 

plans in that supporters would be crossing each other and I indicated 

that this would not be acceptable and asked the British Rail to 

reconsider the matter. The reasons for their request were based upon 

management difficulties in routing and time scheduling trains. It was 

further agreed at that meeting that the Operations and Traffic 

Division would take responsibilities for all traffic matters 

affecting the City and that ’D' Division, the Central Division, would 

be responsible for policing their own area leaving the match itself 

to be the responsibility of the Divisional Commander of the Sheffield 

North Division. The meeting closed at 11am (1100) and I took no 

further part in the planning meetings concerning this matter.

i n>endeindent MURRAY andFollowing upon/the meetings I spoke to Super

a / 6 0 7 /
Inspector SEWELL concerning the manpower levels used at the 

previous years's event and asked them to examine the position 

for this year to determine if any reductions or increases were 

appro priate, tak i ng into ac count our findings the previous year,
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findings the previous year indicated that some officers

were under employed and I was conscious of the need not to repeat such 

a situation if that was the case and if there were no other factor 

which might dictate their need for this future match. The only other 

action I took concerning this matter was to maintain liaison 

with Mr McKRELL during the next few days and in particular to make 

reference to the need for clear indications of tickets by colour- 

coding and appropriate colour coded systems on turnstiles to ensure 

easily recognisable access to the staidurn.

In the knowledge that Mr DUCKENFIELD would be commanding this event,

I personally selected the Sector Commanders who would be working to 

him and as in the previous year utilised the system of using three 

sectors, those being the Ground, the Liverpool supporters outside the

I't

MARSHALL and Mr GREENWOOD reversed roles and this was because 

Mr MARSHALL, hav i ng been my Deputy for .some t ime, had a better 

knowledge of the visiting supporters end of the ground, i e Leppings 

L n , than Mr Greenwood, who had been away from the Division for some

fact the man who regularly took up that position at First Division 

matches throughout the season.

Prior to my departure from *F ’ Division I met with Chief

ground the Nott i ngham supporters outsidjKihe g round . I n this

V  r J H f O  /  S '
connection I selected $<fpe r i ntendeny GREENWOOD as the Ground

C ontroller, _ Su pe r i n j/e nde nt MARSHALL to be responsible for the

‘ /  -f a/ m 3
Liverpool supporters and Superintendent CHAPMAN to be responsible for

up porters. All t>rr ee officers had a widethe Nott i ngha perie n c. e

time all be it for m. k he had policed matches at Hillsborough.

In addition, Sueprin 1URRAY was id

and this Officer was incharge of the ground ̂ control communication/ and this
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/l/ //©S'
Super i ntendent DUCKENFIELD and discussed with him in general the 

problems on Di v is io4i. During that discussion the semi final was 

touched upon and I appraised him of the staff selected and the fact 

that Mr MURRAY was examining the manpower situation.

On the day of the semi final, Sat^rf'day 15- April 1989 ( 150489) , I had 

no role to play in the operaj/'ian and was policing my own Division al 

Sa rnsley.

At approxiamtely 3.30pm (1530) that day I was en route on the Ml

motorway from Barnsley to Sheffield when, on local radio, I heard of

difficulties at Sheffield Wednesday Football Ground. The reporter did

not seem unduly concerned and spoke of a delay in the match due to a

pitch invasion. As my journey progressed, it became clear from the 

radio reports that the incident was more serious and there was some 

indication of possible fatalities. Calls were being made for doctors 

to attend at the Stadium and a short time later I heard an 

appeal for Police Officers to respond to Hammerton Rd Police Station. 

It was approximately 4pm (l^uQ) at this time and I immediately 

responded to/Hamm erton lice Station, ar.r i a t approximately 4.

20 pm ( 16.400 .

On arrival, I saw numerous uniformed Police Officers in the Station

area, including chief Inspeggor McROBBIE. I irrjjnediately went to the
rSK O $

Control Room and contacted C hief Superintendent DUCKENFIELD in the 

Police Control Room a y  Sheffield Wednesday Football Club via the 

internal telephone system. I asked Mr DUCKENFIELD if I could be of 

any assistance to him and he asked if I could deploy uniformed 

Officers into the Leppings Ln area on foot and in an effort to cairn 

supporters leaving the ground and show compassion for their apparent 

feelings of distress.

I. immediately went tp^the Canteen at Hammer ton Rd Police Station with 

Chief Inspector MoROBBIE and organised units of seen in serials under
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the command of Sergeants and ±<ryfefed them as to the information in my 

possession concerning the current situation. then d,e ployed m  t s to

locations in and g r o u n d  Sheffield Wednesday Football Ground and Chief

r J w X l
Inspector Mc^gfBBIE. dealt with the notation of deployment At this

time also present was Superintendent jftuRDEW and after deployment I 

obtained transport and together with Superinterj#ent MQRDEW 

attended at Sheffield Wednesday Football GrpGnd, approaching from 

Middlewood Rd^irnto Leppings Ln. On reaching Parkside Rd I saw that 

L. e p p i n g s lyn was heavily congested by football supporters and a large 

number ^ f  fire er^gfines ■ I alighted from the car and began on foot 

towards the stadium and there met Chief Ins p e c jm  r WAR I N G .. The crowd 

was dense and I would generally describe the attitude of supporters >. 

hostile towards the Police.

Nt
I spoke briefly to Chief Ins pe ct o ^ W A R  ING and he confirmed that he hat 

little or no difficulty at that location and the crowds were gradully 

dispersing.

Together with Superintendent MORDEW, 1 then turned into the private 

road leading to the back of the South Stand and on entering that area 

through the gates I saw an area of sheeted rails adjacents to the

riverside and noted a number of bodies^laid out in that location. I 

was approached by Detective Ins pe g#o r WEBSTER who informed me in fact 

that there were eleven bodies at that location and he further informed 

me that there were a further 74 in the Gymnasium.

Prior to this point the magnitude of the situation had not been known 

to me and I immediately made my way through 'C * Gate into the West 

stand enclosure and into the Police C o n t r ^ R o o m  where, on a r p v a i  - I 

found Assistant Cĵ i'ef Constabl e (Oper^fions) Mr JACKSQN^ffhi ef
---------- ^  SVllQy ^

Suoerintende n V^DUC K ENF I E L D , Superintendent MARSHALL,/' Superintendent

/jtttzl /  T/foosal /  M>o3
MURRAY, PoVice Sergeant GODDARD . , / P o  1 i ce Constabl^e/RYAN and Police

Constab^y BISI-IARD. At this point I. noted that the ground wai
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relatively empty, with the exception of a few supporters in and around 

the Leppings Ln end, Press in the Press Box and officials on the 

playing area.

I noted that messages were being received on the radio and were being

dealt with by the Control Sergeant and PC and in general they related

to outbreaks of disorder and sporadic fighting in and arosmd the

Stadium. My attention was particularly drawn to Superintendent

MARSHALL aryr Supe r i ntendg/ft MURRAY, who both seemed to be extremely

d i s t r es y 6 d . ACC Mr JACKSON was attempting to speak to Chief

Superintendent DUCKENFIELD and Superintendent MARSHALL and at some

point a telephone call was received and was answered by Mr JACKSON.

From the nature of the conversation, I formed the opinion that it was

a call from the Chief Constable. Mr JACKSON was attempting to ask

questions of Mr DUCKENFIELD and Mr MARSHALL and related them down the

telephone. I remained in the Control Room and listened to what was

taking place through the messages and noted that the main

communications handset was not being utilised, but that personal

radios were be^ng used on talk-through facility. At about^ifTlSmjir ( 17.

15) Mr JACKjBON indi catedyne was to go to Headquarterj/'with Mr 

rfll 08 /
DUCKENF IG<~D and Mr MARSHALL and informed me that he had made 

arrangements for Pet Chief Super i ntend^njir ADDIS to deal with mortuary 

arrangements in the Gymnasium and had given certain instructions to

✓ 3 3 5 7 S   X
Chief Superintendent Njj?SBIT concerning the welfare gfyOfficers a nd 

their stand-down arrangements. He asked that I remain at the Ground 

with a view to finalising any outstanding matters and to eventually 

close down the operation. Throughout this time we were visited by
Y/O 33

Fire and Ambulance Senior Officers and I recall Mr Pon^P'AGE, the Chief

Ambulance Q / f f i c e r ,  and M r J p t£ r ry WRIGHf and Chief F i/'e Officer, both 

calling at the Control^ j jm n .

I noticed that a Fire Officer was infact standing at the top of the
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steps leading to the Control Room overseeing the Leppings Ln 

Terraces. Mr JACKSON and Mr D U C K E N F I E L D  and Mr MARSHALL then left the 

Control Room and I immediately asked for an update from the Sector 

Commanders in the form of Superintendent CHAPMAN at the Nottingham 

side of the stadium and Chief Inspector WARING at the Leppings Ln area 

of the Stadium. It was clear that there was some disorder and no 

doubt as a consequence of the attitude of supporters and I instructed 

that all personnel remain on duty and that the mobile units, named 

Tango Units, remain ready and available.

Responses were given to numerous incidents of fighting, but in the 

fullness of time calm was restored.

I recall that trains had left the area, as had coaches which were 

released from their coach parks and whilst I have no real recollection

of time, 1 recall that when the situation was calm 1 made my way to

the Gymnasiurtyf  leaving Sergeant (jffDDARD in the ContrpSi Room and there 

examined the temporary Mortuary facilities accommodating some 85

bodies. There was some natural confimon, but in general things were

in order and Detective Chief supa»rx ntendent ADDIS was controlling Che 

Mortuary aspect. I spoke to a number of Officers who were clearly in 

shock and were distressed by event which they had experienced. I 

noted that the temporary Mortuary was located in the Gymnasium, which 

was separated into three sections, the first section containing the 

bodies, the second section being a relative sterile area where Police 

Officers were accommodated and the third section had been set up for 

identification purposes and statement taking by CID Officers . A 

separate section had been created for identification purposes and this 

was adjacent to a separate office where relatives could view bodies in 

relative privacey.

I formed the opinion that arrangements were well organised and that 

temporary Mortuary facilities were well in hand. During this time i.
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did meet Det Superintendent McKAY and noted that he too was in some

way distressed fay the events.

Following the visit to the Gymnasium, I checked the remainder of the 

Stadium and made my way to the Direct ors^a r e a o f^^s^T^She f f i e 1 d 

Wednesday Cj/ub situate in the underj^ae of the South Stand, and there 

saw Graii^n/ M cKRELL the Club Secretary. Some members of the staff were 

clearly distressed and I advised Mr McKRELL regarding counselling 

facilities for junior members and the need to ensure that medical 

facilities were available, 

ijo^^ J[(y^During these conversations Mr M^f<RELL informed me that he had details 

r u f^ 13 f ^ ie c o m P u ter p r i n t s r e g a r d i n g tur nst i 1 ej^T i gures at 3pm ( 1300 ;■ 

and that he had seized them and placed them in his safe (drawer). 

Having satisfied myself that things were in order in the Stadium, I 

resumed duty the Control Box and then sought security of the terrace 

subject of the disaster.

/\Z h f ' 0 ^M-
Through Su per i ntendent^>ffQRDEW I arranged for Officers to be deployed

to security of the/central pens with the intention of 1) preserving

evidence and 2) recovering property subject of those who had been 

injured or who were deceased.

I noted that numerous Officers were assembling in the North Stand 

ready for debrief amdLHSecause of their general condition authorised 

Supe r i ntendent i^O^DEW and Supe r i ntepafent BROOKFIELD, who had also

attended the scene, to debrief Officers and ensure that Serial 

Sergeants could confirm that all their Officers were accounted for and 

to note their whereabouts during the eve Tit s. In addition, some 

Officers who had responded to Operation Support were in the locality 

and having consulted with ’D ’ Division, the Central Division of the 

Force, 1 arrnaged for two Sergeants and 20 Constables to be organised 

for deployment to ’D ' Division who were suffering some potential 

disorder scenes.
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Once debrief facilities had been dealt with, I instructed 

Superintendent MORDEW to stand down those Officers who were no longer 

required.

Having yet again assessed the situation in the vicinity of the ground, 

I instructed that Tango Units, the mobile units on public order

duties, shoud remain patrol and also liaise with Inspect/r HAND- 
r / i H H -  y S

DAVIS, the Mountt^q Inspector , that his Officers should remain on 

patrol in pairs in an around the Ground.

I was informed that relative were :i.n the vicinity of the Ground with a

view to identification and was advised that accommodation and planning 

had been put into being for identification of the deceased.

Having experienced the stress placed upon Officers and families in and 

around the temporary Mortuary, 1 was conscious of the considerable 

stress placed upojn Officers and arranged for the F o r ce^ytteTf are

O f f icer, to be called out for counselling reasons.
1----------w------------ 1

I was conscious of the fact that Social Workers and members of the 

Church and Salvation Army had been requested to attend at the scene to 

assist with the counselling of relatives.

I was of the opinion that there would be some considerable delay in 

the identification of bodies and in the retention on duty of Officers 

who were allocated to each body for identification purposes. In view 

of this, I caused feeding arrangements to be put in hand for those 

Officers who were to be retained, pending identification of individual 

deceased persons. /

At approximately 9.30pm < 2 iK50) the Chief Constable, J n r  Peter WRIGHT,

attended at the scene and I met him and toured the area of the

disaster with him. I w^r informed that at approximately 10 .

(2215? that night M r / t  olin MONAGHAN, the Minister of/State for Sport 

was scheduled to a ^ i v e d  by helicopter at the^^fadium ,and arrangements 

were being made for him to be met.
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(2230 ) JkM  e M i n i s t e r 

rtHOi
arrived, ac corn pan ijf< i by Chief Supe r i ntend^fit DUCKENrlELD. Together

r t l / o t  /  v  r / y o o jf
with the Chief\Cronstable and other Of f ^ e r s  , I showed Mr MONAfifnAN the

scene and arescr i bed to him the facilities at Sheffield Wednesday 

FootballVciub.

Shortly after this, an impromptu press conference took place on the 

pitch with television and other media representatives and Mr MOYNAGHAN 

was then taken to the Gymnasium where he spoke to Officers concerning 

their involvement in the day’s event. He later left the scene.

At approximately midnight the staff of the Sheffield Wednesday 

Football Club departed from the stadium and I arranged for Security of 

the Gymnasium area to protect the temporary Mortuary facilities.

Arrangements were made for the reception of relatives for 

identification purposes and social workers and members of the Church 

were briefed to expect relatives attending in distressed situations,, 

These representatives were readily available throughout the night and 

in fact met numerous relatives and remained with them throughout the 

identification procedures.

I remained in the vicinity of the Gymnasium throughout the night and 

was present through many identifications of deceased persons and noted 

many extremely harrowing situations regarding grieving relatives 

and the effects upon Police involved. Throughout these procedures
/v HSSLf / ^ ”7  | \ v

Inspector John CHARLES, Detective Policewoman Sandra LEWYN, Police
-ft-

Constable John SHELTON, maintained records of the deceased persons and 

liaised constantly with Superintendent TORR in charge of the casualty 

bureau arrangements.

Throughout these events I noted that the Ambulance Liaison Officer was 

present in the temporary Mortuary and at one stage I asked if he could 

increase the number of mobile stretchers available to speed up the 

identification process. The Ambulance Liaison Officer was most helpful
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in this connection and was extremely professional in his duties. The 

process of identification continued until approximately 5am^pg>^0Q) ,

when arrangements were M a e  for the remainder of the bodies to be 

removed to the City \Ĵ or tuary where the process would be continued 

later in the day.

During the course of events during the evening, the Coroner, Mr Stefan 

POPPER, attended J/ne scene together with Prof essoj/ftlan USHER, who 

both viewed arrangements and confirmed the location of bodies at the 

Sheffield City i^frtuary.

At approximately 5.3Qam (0530) I left the Sheffield Wednesday Football 

Club and. returned to Hammerton Rd Police Station, where I confirmed ■ ^

that all Officers involved in the operation other than those 

connected with the deceased persons, had been stood down and were 

accounted for.

I retired from duty at approximately 6am (0600) and resumed duty at

Sam (0800) that same day at Police Headquarters.

I wish to place on record my considerable appreciation of the efforts 

of all individuals involved in this matter, and in particular the 

efforts of the Officers involved in dealing with the traumatic events 

of dealing with identification of families of deceased persons, the 

Social Services and Church representatives and the Ambulance Service 

who maintained a presence throughout the night.

I am satisfied that every effort was made to project the 

professionalism of all the Emergency Services and from my experiences 

have no reservation in confirming their dedication to service to the 

Community.

Chief Superintedent.
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STAM7S
Spion K o p

North Stand

South Stand - Seated

Standing
WEST STAND 
Pen 142 
Pen 5-7 

PEN 3 
PEN 4

POLICE OFFICER ON OI/TY. 
South Yorkshire 
Merseyside 
Nottinghamshire

POLICE OFFICER OFT DUTY
Merseyside
Nottinghamshire
South Yorkshire
Others

KDIA
Press
TV
Radio

GROUND STAFF.
Steward
Turnstile Operator
Catering
Other

LOCAL RESIDENTS
House to House
Shopping
Other

PUBLIC
Latter
Telephone
Visit to Police Station 

ANY CATEBORY NOT SPECIFIED

WITNESS CALLED TO INQUIRY

COACHES - Alcohol
- Disorder
- Police 
Check

- Traffic 
Delay

MEDICAL
Doctor
Police Surgeon 
Surgeon 
Pathologist 
Nurse
St Johns Amb

Liverpool 
Notts Forest 
Other

Fire Brigade 
Aatoulance B

•ITION 
Bravery Acts 
Awards 
Appreciation 
Adverse Co— ants 
Coeplaint

.1C
Local Authority 
Health ft Safety 
FA
Football Trust

COMULTAMVS % FIRHB 
Safety 
Construction 
Other

IN
T m  on Pitch 
Hanson's Naee
Kick Off 
Ball hits X-Bar 
Barrier breaks

CROUD SUMES 0/0 
Metal Sate forced
Sate 'C to eject 
Sate *C* crowd in

PREVIOUS HATCHES 
Seei Finsl 1901 
Seel Final 1996 
Seei Final 11 
Other States

ocouiRED Y/N □

XNMESTISMTIHI 
Forged tickets 
Forcing Oates 
Unauthorised acci 
Alcohol 
Dii
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Date of birth

c .

He i ght Bui Id

C, o rn p ,i. e x ion

A c c: e n t

Dated 260490 8 L MOLE Signed

In 1981 <00008/) I was a Police £3uperintendent in charge of Uni f orm

Operations fafr South Yorkshire Police. This entailed knowledge of ail 

Operational aspects for the force with particular emphasis on major 

football and public order events.

5£m i  

I38|

As a result I was well aware of theX1981 <000081) crushing problem at

Hillsborough at the FA Cup Semi Jf:inal. My deputy attended the de

brief which followed the even^because I was at the Police Staff 

College. As a result I was well aware of the action taken by South 

Yo rkshire Police and othe r agenci es resulting in the i nt roducti on of 

the radial fences.

The de-brief minutes were placed onto a Headquarters Police file 

specifically relating to football.

From June 1982 (000682) I was posted to F Division and involved in the
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Policing of matches at Hi 11sborough. It was the policy of that 

Division to retain a Pivis i/ f n a 1 footba 11 work 1 ng fi 1 e whie:h I have

*Tjnrr2Z
today shown to Det Chief/Supt i- OS ITER. 1 his file commenced in December

1979 (001279) and in Volume II which suggests a previous file is in 

e x i s t encs

This file contains a copy of the de~?iffrief minutes from the 1981 

(000081> incident and was thus available for any Divisional, Deputy or 

Sub Divisional Commander to view. Tja'fe file is actually retained by 

the Di v is i ona 1 f ootbal 1 I iaison a*F i ce r  .

Because of my knowledge of tha/i981 <000081) incident by the time of 

the 1987 {000087) and 198£L/f000088) semi finals when I was Chief 

Superintendent of the Division, the 1981 <000081) incident did not 

feature in my planning. The reasq/f was that I was aware the prob 1 em 

had been addressed by the addition of the radial fences creating the 

then three separate pens. l y  was also therefore not a subject I would 

have passed on to any new raratch Commander coming to rnv Division.

C ^ T  OU-P S£_ h i  ‘S'S? «  < s < 5 5
Following the semi finaijr in 1987 (000087) and 1988 <000088) de-briefs

\ r
were held,

The de-brief system is as follows, firstly once a serial is stood down 

the serial sergeant is required to complete a de-brief document. This 

document known as a sheet contains information as to any incidents 

that have occurred during the operation such as arrests, persons 

injured, use of truncheon by Police Officers or any course of conduct 

outside the normal scope of the Operation.

The de~-forief sheet is then immediately passed by the Sergeant to the 

logistics team who review each de-brief sheet before releasing the 

s e r i a I .

My own supervisory officer de— brief then took place some three to four 

days after each semi final. It is right to say this de-brief extended 

to include representatives of every Division or Department involved.
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I can state that in both 1987 (00001 tnd in 1988 (000088) the de

briefs did not disclose -any suggestion that supporters had been 

injured due to overcrowding o r /  rushing. In addition, I cannot recal 

any other agency reporting t /  me such a problem.

As regards the tunnel being closed in 1988 (000083) by Police Officer 

that is the sort of incident I would have expected to have been on a 

de-brief sheet, I was not made aware of thjp/proh 1 em in 1988 (000088)

and as a result my planning for 1989 (0^0089) was not influenced.

Other aspects of my planning did ch^mge because of the result of the 

1988 (000088) de-brief including/the removal of Air cover and the 

removal of one serial from Hillsborough precinct.

It was this that resulted isf my view that 1988 (0GQG8S) was a success

and formed a sound base for the 1989 (000089) match.

8 Mole
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