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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and noncontributing resources if
applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity).

Summary Paragraph

The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District consists of an approximately 26-mile stretch of the
city’s historic boulevard system and includes boulevards, parks, squares, structures, objects and many
buildings flanking the perimeters of the boulevards, parks, and squares. The system, which is set within
the densely-developed grid of the city of Chicago, is made up of 8 parks, 19 boulevards and 6 squares.
These segments form a continuous arc from the southeast part of Chicago at 35" Street and Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Drive, south, west, north and back east, to the northwest part of Chicago, at the east end
of Logan Boulevard. Five of the parks have already been listed in the National Register as historic
districts with reference to the multiple property cover, “The Historic Resources of the Chicago Park
District.” Some boulevards and individual resources have also already been listed. The nomination also
includes portions of the Hyde Park-Kenwood Historic District and The Hyde Park Apartment Hotels
thematic district. The earlier park nominations did not include adjacent buildings, whereas this one
includes many of the Contributing and a few Noncontributing buildings surrounding some of the parks,
squares and boulevards. They consist of single and multi-family residences, commercial, industrial,
religious and institutional buildings, designed in the styles popular during the period of significance. There
are also many buildings, structures (generally bridges) and objects, including sculptures, located in parks,
squares, and boulevards, that were not previously listed. While work began on this National Register
nomination in 2010, the inventory, maps, and photographs derive from field work completed in 2017-
2018.

Narrative Description

Resources Previously Listed on the National Register

As of 2018, there are three National Register-listed historic districts and one thematic nomination that are
either wholly or in part included in the Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District. In addition, there
are a number of resources individually listed on the National Register that are included in this nomination.
Also, there are a number of parks that are part of the park boulevard system that have been individually
listed under "The Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District" MPD and are included in this
nomination.

The reason for these inclusions is that these already-listed properties, districts, and parks are resources,
or contain resources, that are part of, or adjacent to, the boulevards, squares and parks that comprise
this historic district. To leave these areas out of this nomination would be to leave out significant
resources that speak to the historic and architectural character and significance of the park boulevard
system. Such omissions would give a false impression as to what the park boulevard system consists of.
Therefore, these previously-listed resources are included in this nomination, but none are counted for the
purpose of this nomination, per National Register guidelines.

Logan Square Boulevards Historic District

In 1985 the Logan Square Boulevards Historic District, consisting of three boulevards: W. Logan
Boulevard, N. Kedzie Boulevard, N. Humboldt Boulevard; two squares: Logan Square and Palmer
Square, and the buildings surrounding these boulevards and squares were listed on the National
Register. The list of Contributing and Noncontributing resources in that district nomination has been
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inventoried as part of this nomination and is included on a Continuation Sheet being attached to this
nomination. The Logan Square Boulevards Historic District is encompassed within The Chicago Park
Boulevard System Historic District. It is referenced in this nomination although the resources aren’t
counted.!

The Hyde Park Kenwood Historic District

Portions of the Hyde Park Kenwood Historic District, listed in 1979 and expanded in 1984 and 1986, are
encompassed within the Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District due to their location adjacent to
the Midway Plaisance, Jackson Park and Washington Park, which are included in this nomination These
resources are noted as “L” in the “Building Inventory for The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic
District.” They are referenced in this nomination but are not counted.

The Hyde Park Apartment Hotels

In 1985, a thematic National Register nomination, Hyde Park Apartment Hotels, was listed on the
National Register. One of the apartment hotels, the Windermere, 1642 East 56™ Street is included in the
Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District. It is noted as “L” in the “Building Inventory for the
Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District”, as having been listed. Like all previously-listed
resources, it is not counted in the total.

The Central Manufacturing District: Pershing Road Development Historic District

In 2015, the Central Manufacturing District: Pershing Road Development Historic District was listed in the
National Register. Nine buildings in the Pershing Road Historic District are within the Chicago Park
Boulevard System Historic District. These resources are noted as “L” in the “Building Inventory for The
Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District.” They are referenced in this nomination but are not
counted.

Individually Listed Resources

There are sixteen primary buildings, located along the Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District
that are individually listed on the National Register. These resources are noted as “L” in the “Building
Inventory for The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District.” Four of these buildings are National
Historic Landmarks: the Lorado Taft House and Studio, 6016 S. Ingleside; the Ida B. Wells-Barnett
House, 3624 S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive; the Oscar Stanton De Priest House, 4536-4538 S. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive; and the Robert S. Abbott House, 4742 S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive.
Room 405, located within the University of Chicago’s George Herbert Jones Laboratory at 5747 S. Ellis,
is also a National Historic Landmark. There is one object, a sculpture in a traffic island at E. 35" Street
and S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, the Black Soldiers Monument / Victory Monument. These
resources are also not counted.

The Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District MPD

In 1972, the Jackson Park Historic Landscape District and the Midway Plaisance was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. In 1990 a Multiple Property Documentation Form, The Historic
Resources of the Chicago Park District by Julia Sniderman Bachrach and William Tippins was listed. The
several individual parks along the system that are already listed as historic districts in conjunction with the

' Daniel Bluestone. The “Logan Square Boulevards Historic District” consists of W. Logan Boulevard, N. Kedzie Boulevard,

N. Humboldt Boulevard, Logan Square and Palmer Square. There was no attempt to categorize the buildings listed in the Logan
Square Boulevards Historic District as Contributing or Noncontributing.
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1990 multiple property form include: Garfield Park, (1993), Humboldt Park (1992), Sherman Park (1990),
and Washington Park (2004). None of these nominations included the buildings surrounding the parks.
Although detailed information on the other parks is not included in this nomination, they are briefly
described in this document.

This nomination goes beyond the story of the parks alone and beyond the narrative of a single segment
of Chicago’s contiguous park and boulevard system. It attempts to view the city’s park and boulevard
system more holistically, and to include adjacent buildings that have a strong visual and historic
relationship to the system.

Parks, Boulevards, Squares and Buildings Being Listed

This nomination, The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District, includes the three parks along the
system that have not yet been listed on the Register: Gage Park, McKinley Park and Douglas Park.? The
nomination also includes 15 boulevards and 4 squares south of North Avenue that have not yet been.
The boulevards being listed are E. Oakwood Boulevard, S. Drexel Boulevard, S. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Drive, E. and W. Garfield Boulevard, S. Western Boulevard/Avenue, W. 315 Boulevard, S. California
Boulevard/Avenue, W.24™ Boulevard, S. Marshall Boulevard, W. Douglas Boulevard, S. Independence
Boulevard, N. and S. Hamlin Boulevard, N. Central Park Boulevard, W. Franklin Boulevard and N.
Sacramento Boulevard. The squares being nominated are Drexel Square, Independence Square,
Garfield Square, and Sacramento Square.

All of the buildings flanking the boulevards and those surrounding all of the parks and squares along the
system were evaluated, and boundaries were drawn to include some of them.

Boundary Determination

The boundaries of The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District were generally drawn to
incorporate contiguous areas with the greatest integrity. They include expanses of historic buildings as
well as single or small groupings of historic buildings, often separated from each other by vacant land, if
they reflect noteworthy architecture and/or capture the historic character of the boulevard architecture.

Contributing Sites

The entirety of the Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District consists of one contributing site.

Contributing and Noncontributing Buildings

The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District contains both primary and secondary buildings that
are Contributing and Noncontributing. See “Building Inventory (Attachment 3).” All of the Noncontributing
buildings in The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District were identified as such because they
lacked integrity or did not fall within the period of significance. The "primary" buildings consist of a broad
diversity of building types (single family residences, apartments, churches, schools, etc.) built during the
period of significance, and that are located along the parks, boulevards and squares. Stylistically they
range, chronologically, from Italianate, Second Empire, Gothic Revival and the Queen Anne styles
popular in the 19™ century to the Craftsman, Classical and Tudor Revival styles, among others, that were
popular in the early 20" century, all during the district’s period of significance. There are some vernacular
cottages, some bungalows and a substantial number of greystones, a building type seemingly unique to
Chicago.

2 Julia Sniderman Bachrach. The Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District. March 22, 1990. The individual parks listed are Garfield
(1993), Humboldt (1992), Sherman (1990) and Washington (2004). Jackson Park was listed in 1972.
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There are 1,765 Contributing primary buildings and 282 Noncontributing primary buildings in The
Chicago Park Boulevard Historic District along the boulevards, parks and squares. See “Resource
Inventory (Attachment 3)” for a list of the Contributing and Noncontributing buildings along the
boulevards, parks, and squares. There are 316 Contributing secondary buildings and 651
Noncontributing secondary buildings within the district. The secondary buildings are subsidiary buildings
and are located in the back of the primary buildings along the system. Most of these secondary buildings
are garages; there are 2 barns and a small number of flats and coach houses. These numbers do not
include buildings in the three parks being listed on the National Register as part of this nomination:
Douglas, Gage and McKinley parks. See next paragraph for building counts for these parks.

There are also 11 Contributing and 3 Noncontributing primary buildings in Douglas, Gage and McKinley
parks. For locations of the buildings in the parks see Attachment 3. There are no buildings that are
considered secondary buildings for the purpose of this nomination in these three parks.

Most of the buildings in the District are residential: single family homes (both stand-alone houses and
party-wall structures), flats and apartment buildings. This is true of the buildings in the district on S. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, E. Oakwood Boulevard, S. Drexel Boulevard, E. Garfield Boulevard, W.
Garfield Boulevard, W. 24" Boulevard, S. Marshall Boulevard, W. Douglas Boulevard, S. Independence
Boulevard, N. Hamlin Boulevard, S. Hamlin Boulevard, and N. Central Park Boulevard. This is also true
of N. Humboldt Boulevard, of N. Kedzie Boulevard and W. Logan Boulevard, all of which are listed in the
continuation sheet to the Logan Square Boulevards Historic District.

There are sections of the district where the majority of the buildings are industrial. These can be found
along S. Western Boulevard, W. Pershing Road, W. Franklin Boulevard and N. Sacramento Boulevard.

Distinguished institutional buildings—religious, educational, medical, government and recreational— dot
the entire park and boulevard system, especially along the residential segments. Commercial buildings
are typically located where the boulevards intersect with historic public transportation routes or along
these routes. The University of Chicago buildings in the District are located along the north and south
side of the Midway Plaisance, which is largely institutional in character.

Contributing and Noncontributing Structures

Outside of the parks, there are 26 Contributing Structures, and 10 Noncontributing Structures, along the
system; all are bridges. See Continuation Sheet “Structures Inventory (Attachment 3)” for map numbers
showing location of Contributing and Noncontributing structures. The ornamental concrete overpass on
N. Humboldt Boulevard has already been listed as part of the Logan Square Boulevards Historic
District. The bridges found along the boulevard system are generally utilitarian structures and primarily
used to elevate train tracks above the streets. They are mostly found towards the west end of the
boulevard system where industrial buildings are primarily located. Additionally, there are places where
bridges cross the Sanitary & Ship Canal, Interstate 90-94, and at the north end of S. Western Boulevard
to direct traffic towards Interstate 55. There is one structure that is not a bridge; it is a covered sidewalk
attached to a rapid transit station at W. 49th Street and S. Western Boulevard.

In the original South Park section of The Park Boulevard System Historic District, there are 21 bridges.
The bridges cross W. Garfield Boulevard and S. Western Boulevard and Western Avenue, where the
boulevards skirt a major industrial area. Most of these bridges are historic and date from the period of
1896 to 1913, when tracks were being elevated in this industrial corridor. They are generally
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constructed of simple steel girders with iron trestles and concrete or stone embankments.® There are 10
bridges crossing W. Garfield Boulevard: 7 are Contributing; 3 are Noncontributing. There are 11 bridges
crossing S. Western Boulevard and Western Avenue: 7 are Contributing; 4 are Noncontributing. One of
the Contributing bridges on S. Western Boulevard crosses the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal. Itis an
Art Deco style bridge constructed in 1939 by the Chicago Park District.

There are 15 bridges in the West Park section of The Park Boulevard System Historic District. Of these,
12 are Contributing: these include a concrete bridge on W. 31% Boulevard with Gothic detailing, an
overpass on S. Marshall Boulevard with decorative braces, an ornamental concrete overpass on S.
Independence Boulevard, a steel girder bridge with a rusticated concrete block base on N. Central Park
Boulevard, an ornamental concrete overpass on N. Sacramento Boulevard, and the three Contributing
bridges where the Lake Street Elevated crosses N. Hamlin Boulevard, N. Central Park Avenue and N.
Conservatory Drive. There are 3 Noncontributing bridges: 1 crosses Marshall Boulevard, the other 2
carry S. Hamlin Boulevard and S. Independence Boulevard over the Eisenhower Expressway, Interstate
290.

Additionally, the parks being added as part of this nomination feature Contributing and Noncontributing
Structures. There are 13 Contributing Structures and 22 Noncontributing Structures within the parks.
See Continuation Sheets “Douglas Park Resource Inventory”, the “Gage Park Resource Inventory”, and
the “McKinley Park Resource Inventory” (Attachment 3) for map numbers showing location of
Contributing and Noncontributing structures.

Contributing and Noncontributing Objects

There are 4 Contributing Objects, consisting of sculptures/monuments on the boulevards and squares
that are being nominated as part of The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District. They are:

George Washington Monument at 51% and S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Drive,

American Youth and Independence Day Fountain in Independence Square,

Drexel Square Fountain in Drexel Square, and

Jacques Marquette Monument at the turning point between S. Marshall Boulevard and W. 24"
Boulevard.

There are some sculptures that have already been listed. The Victory Monument at S. 35th

Street and S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Drive has been individually listed on the National

Register and the Illinois Centennial Monument in Logan Square was listed as Contributing in the
Logan Square Boulevards Historic District National Register Nomination.

O O O O

There are 9 Non-contributing Objects: 5 sculptures (4 on S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive and
1 on W. Douglas Boulevard. There are three fountains and there is one obelisk erected in the
mid-1990s. These non-contributing fountains are on S. King, W. Garfield and S. California
Boulevard/Avenue and the obelisk is on West Douglas Boulevard. See Continuation Sheet
“Objects Inventory (Attachment 3)” for location of Contributing and Non-contributing objects.

In the three parks being listed, there is 1 Contributing Object, the William McKinley Monument in
McKinley Park. See Continuation Sheets “Douglas Park Resource Inventory” the “Gage Park
Resource Inventory”, and the “McKinley Park Resource Inventory.” (Attachment 3)

3 Report of the South Park Commissioners to the Board of County Commissioners of Cook County, 1902, p.5. The South Park Commission
took pains to ensure quality, including steel or iron construction, spans of sufficient length to permit the boulevard to pass beneath without
obstructive bridge supports, designs that provided a maximum of light and air beneath the bridges at all points and bridge floors that were
water-tight and nearly as noiseless as possible.
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As is generally the case in designed historic landscapes, including parks, boulevards and squares,
there are numerous features that are not counted but that are part of the landscape. Examples include
standard light poles, benches, raised planting beds and road signs. Throughout The Chicago Park
Boulevard System Historic District there are features that are landscape and hardscape elements that
contribute to the significance of the district even if they are not prominent enough to be actually
counted. For instance, on South Drexel Boulevard there are paths that shadow the paths that
characterized the linear garden that old postcards indicate attracted strollers. On West Douglas
Boulevard the winding symmetrical paths remain a prominent part of the landscape. Lines of trees, both
old and more recently planted, continue to border the roadways as they historically did on South Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive and on sections of East and West Garfield Boulevard. Parkways and
sidewalks continue to line most of the boulevards. The parkways along South Marshall Boulevard were
broad historically and continue to be broad.

There are also features such as drinking fountains, fencing, baseball backstops and small bleachers
that do not specifically add to the significance of the landscape, but are unobtrusive and have little or no
impact on historic integrity.

Although the configuration of the historic route of the system of Chicago’s parks, boulevards and
squares is basically intact, changes to smaller features have taken place over time—especially to the
hardscape features. There are historic benches along the boulevards, noticeably along Drexel
Boulevard, but there are areas with newer benches. There are no longer historic light fixtures; they have
been replaced by newer looking ones and some that resemble historic fixtures. For reasons of safety,
there are new traffic signals and road signs. There are bus shelters for the public transportation that
now travels along the boulevard roadways. In the mid-1990s, markers were designed to showcase
Chicago’s historic boulevards. Even with these changes, the system of boulevards, parks and squares
continues without interruption; the vistas along the roadways are intact and, in places, the architectural
borders provide a framework for the entire system.

GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT: THE CITY OF CHICAGO

The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District laces through the city and provides it with an
unusual amount of open space for a large urban center. The city of Chicago, with a population of over
2.8 million people, is the largest city in lllinois and the third largest in the country. It is situated in Cook
County and covers 228 square miles. Chicago is divided into 77 Community Areas.* The park and
boulevard system passes through 25 of these, including: Near South Side, Douglas, Oakland, Grand
Boulevard, Kenwood, Hyde Park, Woodlawn, Fuller Park, Washington Park, New City, Englewood,
West Englewood, Gage Park, Brighton Park, McKinley Park, South Lawndale, North Lawndale, West
Garfield Park, East Garfield Park, Humboldt Park, West Town, Logan Square, North Center, Lake View
and Lincoln Park. Many take their names from the parks and boulevards.

Chicago lies at the south end of the western shore of Lake Michigan, with two rivers flowing through it.

* Chicago’s Community Areas were established in the 1920s by sociologists at the University of Chicago. They refer to areas
that represent fairly coherent social character within the urban fabric of Chicago. Although originally there were 75, two
were added when O’Hare Airport was added in the 1950s and Edgewater was subdivided from Uptown in 1980. The
community areas since then have not been changed; they remain stable with no alterations to reflect recent change. James R.
Grossman., Ann Durkin Keating and Janice L Reiff. Editors. The Encyclopedia of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2004, p. 190.
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The Calumet River is located on the far south side. The Chicago River flows through Chicago’s central
business district, with branches north and south, with the south branch connected to the Des Plaines
River by the Sanitary & Ship Canal. This 28-mile canal was built between 1889 and 1900 as a
transportation route and to redirect the flow of the Chicago River in order to divert wastes away from
Lake Michigan (Chicago’s source of drinking water) to the Mississippi River system. The canal crosses
the boulevard system just south of the intersection of 315 and S. Western Boulevards. Chicago is, on
average, 579 feet above sea level and the terrain, once consisting of marsh and swampland, is
emphatically flat.

There are four sections of Chicago: the Loop, the North Side, the West Side and the South Side.
Chicago’s early park systems, which were established in 1869, take their names from the three outlying
areas in which they were located—the north, west and south sections of the city. The city is
crisscrossed by a grid of streets, with the main thoroughfares running north and south following section
lines platted from the original Northwest Ordinance land survey system. Diagonals transverse the
system, radiating from the center of the city. Many were once Indian trails. These include Milwaukee
Avenue, which intersects Logan Square, and Ogden Avenue which cuts through Douglas Park.

Chicago is the rail hub of the country for both freight and passenger traffic. It is considered the most
important railroad center in North America, with more lines of tracks radiating in more directions than any
other American city.> Dating from 1848, when the Galena & Chicago Union laid tracks toward Oak Park,
lllinois, the city depended on railroads to haul grains, and later livestock and manufactured goods.
Railroad companies had their corporate headquarters in the city; railroad cars were manufactured in
Pullman to the south (as well as in other areas), and yards and shops were located throughout the city’s
railroad system. Many rail yards were located to serve the factories and warehouses flanking S. Western
Boulevard, W. Pershing Road, N. Sacramento Boulevard and S. Marshall Boulevard.

In addition to the city’s historic waterways, railroads and road systems, nine interstate highways run
through Chicago, three of which intersect the park and boulevard system. Interstate 94/ Dan Ryan
Expressway cuts across W. Garfield Boulevard east of Wentworth Avenue; Interstate 55/ Stevenson
Expressway crosses S. Western Boulevard and Western Avenue paralleling the Sanitary & Ship Canal
south of W. 31st Boulevard, and Interstate 290/Eisenhower Expressway crosses S. Independence
Boulevard between W. Van Buren Street and W. Congress Parkway.

THE CHICAGO PARK BOULEVARD SYSTEM HISTORIC DISTRICT:

LOCATION AND SIZE OF THE PARKS, BOULEVARDS AND SQUARES

The Chicago Park Boulevard System Historic District consists of three resource types: parks, squares
and boulevards.

The parks in the district range in size from 29 acres (Gage Park) to 543 acres (Jackson Park). The eight
parks in the district are:

Jackson Park [Maps 15-23]
Washington Park [Maps 9-16]

Sherman Park [Maps 28, 29]
Gage Park, [Maps 31-33]
McKinley Park [Maps 38-40]
Douglas Park [Maps 47-49]

>James R. Grossman, Ann Durkin Keating and Janice L. Reiff. Editors. The Encyclopedia of Chicago. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2004, p. 676.
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Garfield Park [Maps 54-58]

Humboldt Park [Maps 61-63]

The smallest square is Garfield Square (2 acres). The largest is Palmer Square (7 acres). The six
squares are:

Drexel Square [Maps 8-9]
Independence Square [Map 51]
Garfield Square [Maps 57-58]
Sacramento Square [Map 59]
Palmer Square [Map 65]
Logan Square [Map 66]

The boulevards range in length from .25 miles (W. 24th Boulevard) to 3.5 miles (Garfield Boulevard). The
19 boulevards are:

E. Oakwood Boulevard

S. Drexel Boulevard

Midway Plaisance

S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive
E. and W. Garfield Boulevard

S. Western Boulevard/Avenue

W. 31st Boulevard

S. California Boulevard/Avenue
W. 24" Boulevard

S. Marshall Boulevard

W. Douglas Boulevard

S. Independence Boulevard

N. and S. Hamlin Boulevard

N. Central Park Boulevard

W. Franklin Boulevard

N. Sacramento Boulevard

N. Humboldt Boulevard

N. Kedzie Boulevard

N. Logan Boulevard

See Continuation Sheet “System Map Overview (Attachment 1)” and “Aerials Photos of Listed Parks
(Attachment 6).”

The following parks, boulevards and squares, from east to west and south to north, define Chicago’s
Park and Boulevard System:

S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, 3.0 miles,*® extending south from E. 35" Street to E. 515 Street.
The section from E. 51 to E. 60" Street is considered the west boundary of Washington Park.

E. Oakwood Boulevard, .75 miles,* extending east from S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive to S. Drexel
Boulevard.

S. Drexel Boulevard, 1.6 miles,* extending south from E. Oakwood Boulevard to E. 51% Street.

Drexel Square, approximately 4 acres, bounded on the north by E. 51 Street, on the east by S. Drexel
Avenue, on the south by E. Drexel Square, and on the west by S. Cottage Grove Avenue (Washington

6 Where noted by an *, the source for measurements is Life Along the Boulevards, Chicago Department of Planning, 1989.
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Park).

Washington Park, 366 acres,* bounded on the north by E. 51%* Street, on the east by S. Cottage Grove
Avenue, on the south by E. 60" Street, and on the west by S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive.

Midway Plaisance, 1.0 mile, extends from S. Cottage Grove Avenue (Washington Park) on the west to
S. Stony Island Avenue (Jackson Park) on the east.

Jackson Park, 543 acres, bounded on the north by E. 56" Street, on the east by Lake Michigan, on the
south by E. 67" Street, and on the west by S. Stony Island Avenue.

E and W. Garfield Boulevard, 3.5 miles,* from S. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive (Washington Park) on
the east to S. Western Boulevard/Avenue (Gage Park) on the west.

Sherman Park, 60 acres*, bounded on the north by W. 52" Street, on the east by S. Racine Avenue, on
the south by W. Garfield Boulevard and on the west by S. Loomis Boulevard.

Gage Park, 29 acres,* bounded on the east by S. Claremont Avenue, on the south by W. 56" Street, on
the west by S. Maplewood Avenue (south of 55" Street) and S. Artesian Avenue (north of 55" Street)
and on the north by W. 54" Street.

S. Western Boulevard/Avenue, 3.1 miles*, from W. Garfield Boulevard (Gage Park) on the south to W.
315t Boulevard on the north.

McKinley Park, 69 acres,* bounded on the north by W. 37" Street, on the east by S. Damen Avenue, on
the south by W. Pershing Road and on the west by S. Western Boulevard/Avenue.

W. 31st Boulevard, .5 mile*, extending west from S. Western Boulevard to S. California
Boulevard/Avenue.

S. California Boulevard/Avenue, .75 mile*, extending north from W. 315t Boulevard to W. 24
Boulevard.

W. 24th Boulevard, .25 mile*, extending west from S. California Boulevard/Avenue to S. Marshall
Boulevard.

S. Marshall Boulevard, .5 mile*, extending north from W. 24" Boulevard to Douglas Park (W. 19™
Street).

Douaglas Park, 174 acres,* bounded by W. Roosevelt Road on the north, S. California Avenue on the
east, W.19" Street on the south and S. Albany Avenue on the west.

W. Douglas Boulevard, .75 mile*, extending west from S. Sacramento Drive (in Douglas Park) to
Independence Square.

Independence Square, approximately 3.69 acres, bounded on the north by W. Douglas Boulevard, on
the west by S. Independence Boulevard, on the south by W. 14" Street and on the east by S. Ridgeway
Avenue.

S. Independence Boulevard, .90 mile*, extending north from W. Douglas Boulevard to W. Congress
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Parkway (Interstate 290/Eisenhower Expressway).

N. and S. Hamlin Boulevard, .3 mile*, an extension of Independence Boulevard, runs from W.
Congress Parkway (Eisenhower Expressway/Interstate 290) on the south to W. Madison Street on the
north.’

Garfield Park, 184 acres,* Approximate boundaries are W. Lake Street on the north, N. Homan Avenue
and S. Central Park Avenue on the east, W. Madison Street and W. Fifth Avenue on the south and N.
Hamlin Boulevard and S. Hamlin Boulevard on the west.

N. Central Park Boulevard, .10 mile*, extends north out of Garfield Park as an extension of N.
Conservatory Drive to Garfield Square (W. Ferdinand Street).

Garfield Square, approximately 2 acres, bounded on the north by Garfield Square, on the west by N.
Monticello Avenue, on the south by building lots, and on the east by N. Central Park Avenue.

W. Franklin Boulevard, .75 mile*, extending east from Garfield Square (N. Central Park Avenue) to
Sacramento Square (N. Whipple Street).

Sacramento Square, approximately 3.69 acres. It has no distinct northern boundary, merging directly
into N. Sacramento Boulevard. On the east it is bounded by N. Sacramento Boulevard, on the south by
W. Franklin Boulevard and on the west by N. Whipple Street.

N. Sacramento Boulevard, .55 mile*, extending north from Sacramento Square to W. Augusta
Boulevard.

Humboldt Park, 209 acres,* bounded on the north by W. North Avenue, on the east by N. California
Avenue, on the south by W. Division Street and W. Augusta Avenue and on the west by N. Kedzie
Avenue.

N. Humboldt Boulevard, .75 mile*, extending north from Garfield Park (W. North Avenue) to the eastern
edge of Palmer Square (N. Shakespeare Avenue).

Palmer Square, approximately 7 acres, bounded on the north and South by W. Palmer Square on the
east by N. Humboldt Boulevard, and on the west by N. Kedzie Boulevard.

N. Kedzie Boulevard, .6 mile, extends north from Palmer Square to Logan Square.

Logan Square, approximately 5.5 acres, bounded approximately by W. Logan Boulevard on the north, N.
Troy Street on the east, N. Kedzie Boulevard on the west and W. Bloomingdale Avenue on the south.

W. Logan Boulevard, 1 mile,* extending from Logan Square east to N. Western Avenue.

PARKS BEING LISTED IN THE CHICAGO PARK BOULEVARD SYSTEM HISTORIC DISTRICT

The resources described in the parks are noted on the maps for the parks and listed on the Park
Inventories, Continuation Sheets “Douglas Park Resource Inventory”, the “Gage Park Resource
Inventory”, and the “McKinley Park Resource Inventory (Attachment 3).”

7 It should be noted that Hamlin Boulevard is called Hamlin Avenue, Hamlin Street and Hamlin Boulevard in the short distance between
Independence Boulevard and Madison Street, according to the City of Chicago street signs.
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Douglas Park

Douglas Park is a 174-acre site, located on the West Side of Chicago between W. Roosevelt Road and
W. 19" Street, S. California Ave. and S. Albany Avenue. It was planned in 1869 as the southernmost
park of the West Park system. The park has several layers of significant history and reflects the
contributions of several nationally important designers: William Le Baron Jenney, Oscar F. Dubuis, and
Jens Jensen and locally prominent architects Michaelsen & Rognstad.

Over the decades, both the landscape and buildings in Douglas Park have undergone modifications and
the loss of original fabric in response to frequently changing community needs. In spite of these
alterations, essential character-defining features such as historic roads and paths, buildings, structures,
site furnishings, landforms, water features and many historic trees are intact. The park has numerous
contributing features and continues to retain sufficient integrity to be listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. In order to clearly describe Douglas Park, three corresponding plans and an aerial
photograph are submitted in Attachment 7. These include [A] William Le Baron Jenney’s original plan of
1871, [B] Oscar F. Dubuis’ plan of 1885, [C] Jens Jensen’s record drawing of 1912, and [D] a 2008 Aerial
Photograph.

In the original 1871 plan [A], Jenney designed a circuit drive [1] that would encircle the perimeter of the
park. This outer circuit drive remains intact and helps to define the historic character of the landscape.
Jenney also planned for a curved transecting road bisecting the park, however it is unknown if this was
ever executed. By the time Dubuis developed his plan of 1885 [B] Ogden Avenue [2] had been cut
diagonally through the park. The straight diagonal road was executed in place of the curved transecting
road that Jenney had intended. Today, Ogden Avenue remains a wide, angled drive with two parallel side
roads [2], closely following its historic configuration. At the junction between Ogden Avenue [2] and the
east end of the circuit drive [1], there is curbing that prevents vehicles travelling along the circuit drive
(known as Farrar Drive at this area) from crossing Ogden Avenue. (Therefore, the road doesn’t fully
function as it did historically.)

Jenney relied on his engineering expertise in designing a large artificial lake that was meant to have two
major components, one on the north side of the park and the other on the south [A]. Despite his grand
vision, only an initial portion of the lake was begun during Jenney’s tenure. Dubuis revised the original
plan, particularly the shape of the artificial lake [B]. Jensen’s plan of 1912 [C] shows that the lagoon
system [3] was reshaped again after Dubuis’ period. Today, the northeast part of the lagoon [3] closely
aligns with the 1912 record drawing [C]. In this area, the waterway curves and has some narrow sinuous
areas that wind around a peninsula and a small island. This waterway maintains its historic configuration
and as well as its spatial relationship to land areas, paths and the northeast part of the circuit drive [D].
Many of the landscape areas surrounding the lagoon have good integrity. These areas retain rolling
topography and irregular groupings of canopy trees that frame vistas of the water and the historic bridges
[4, 5, and 6]. The edges of the lagoon include aquatic vegetation such as arrowroot and native iris.
Historic photographs indicate that similar emergent plants also existed during the park’s period of
significance.

The carriage drive bridge [4] was constructed in 1892. It has abutments composed of cream-colored cut
limestone. It has a gently arching iron spandrel, wood decking and a fanciful iron handrail. With its lacey
iron spandrel and ornate Victorian era handrail, this bridge retains exceptionally high integrity. The
landscape areas on the east and west sides of the carriage drive bridge retain historic integrity, and the
views towards the bridge are exquisite.
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At the north end of the waterway, there are two footbridges. One of them, a beautiful granite boulder
footbridge [5], built in 1897, still crosses over water. It is composed of large granite boulders in varying
colors of grey, pink, and tan. This boulder bridge appears in many historic photos, and today it retains
strong integrity. The other footbridge, composed of cream colored cut limestone [6], dates to the late
1890s. It previously crossed over a narrow tip of the water. In recent years, the Chicago Park District
filled this small area and bricked in part of the span of the bridge. Despite this alteration, the historic
footbridge remains.

South of the field house, the lagoon has a much smaller expanse of water than it had historically during
both Dubuis’ [B] and Jensen’s [C] tenures. The area of the historic lagoon was first modified in the early
1970s, when the City of Chicago and Chicago Park District converted the area just south of the field
house into a swimming lake. In the early 2000s the Chicago Park District made another significant
alteration to this area by partially filling the lagoon near the field house [D] to provide space for a junior
golf course [7]. Although a portion of the lagoon was restored as part of the project, the swimming lake
was eliminated, and some of the original water area was transformed into useable landscape. Itis
composed of artificial greens, wooden and rope fencing and a water hazard composed of stone and
concrete. The golf area is edged by ornamental grasses and other native plants which make the
recreational feature less obtrusive, especially because the entire landscape surrounding the south end of
the lagoon has been planted as a nature area.

Norwegian-American architects Michaelsen & Rognstad designed the Douglas Park field house [8], which
was built in 1928. Executed in the Georgian Revival style, the red brick building has many details
composed of Bedford limestone including an upper parapet, urns, quoins, and columns. The building is
U-shaped in plan, adapting well to the contour of the lagoon, and has domed turrets at each end of the
center pavilion. It has many lavish interior details such as terra cotta and ornamental plaster
ornamentation, as well as beautiful terrazzo floors. The building retains strong integrity.

Just northwest of the field house, there are a few non-contributing features. One is a small parking lot
just northeast of the field house. Another noncontributing structure is the swimming pool [9] that is
surrounded by a large area of concrete decking with flood lights, enclosed by black metal fencing. The
swimming pool was first installed in 1955, when the historic outdoor pool and natatorium at the southwest
corner of the park were demolished. Although the original pool was installed more than fifty years ago, it
is deemed noncontributing because it was placed in front of the field house blocking the views of the
monumental building, and the expansion of the decking and black metal fencing were more recently
installed. The swimming pool is located on what was historically part of a stretch of roadway that
extended from the carriage drive bridge [5] to the western side of the circuit drive [1]. (The original
configuration of this road can be seen in the 1885 [B] and 1912 [C] plans. Today, there is also a
basketball court made up of two half courts [26], located just north of the fenced in swimming pool deck
area. This is also a more recent non-contributing feature.

In the 1950s, the Chicago Park District installed a playground with a large circular concrete spray pool
just west of the swimming pool. Like the swimming pool, this feature was located in an area that was
once part of the roadway that extended west from the carriage drive bridge [5]. Although the playground
was later removed, a large remnant of the spray pool hardscape remains in the landscape today [27].
This is an unsightly area of cracked concrete.

To the northwest of the field house is Collins High School [10], an enormous noncontributing building.
The school complex is composed of large buildings that are rectangular in plan with an enclosed
walkway. Constructed in 1973 under the guidance of the Public Building Commission, the structure
occupies what was once an expensive meadow designed by Jensen [C]. The high school campus
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includes two large parking lots and large expanses of black metal fencing. The compound’s two adjoining
structures have an institutional appearance that overwhelms the landscape and detracts from the
integrity of the historic park. Fortunately, most other areas of Douglas Park’s landscape retain such high
levels of integrity that overall the park is worthy of designation.

South of Ogden Avenue is Jensen’s 1907 Formal Garden [11] which appears in the 1912 record plan [C].
The garden includes the Prairie-style Flower Hall [12] and a rectangular water court [13] facing S.
Sacramento Drive. The most formal aspect of the composition is near the busy intersection of the two
streets. The stately Flower Hall is fronted by a rectangular reflecting basin with two side paths at its north
and south ends. The paths are flanked by pairs of distinctive Prairie style lanterns [14] composed of
exposed-aggregate concrete that matches three large benches lining the sidewalk adjacent to S.
Sacramento Drive [15].

The Flower Hall [12] is a garden shelter that “consists of a central pavilion with an arched opening and
two end pavilions, all connected by a colonnade. There is no applied ornament and the only relief on the
fagade is a solid void rhythm and the play of shadows cast by string courses and thin cornices.”® The
design of this garden shelter has been attributed to Schmidt, Garden, & Martin. Although there are no
existing original plans, the firm designed a number of Prairie style structures for the West Park
Commission during the period of Jensen’s leadership.

East of the Flower Hall, Jensen’s garden design is composed of a turf area in the center with some
scattered understory trees helping to frame the view. Symmetrically-placed beds of perennials follow the
straight lines of the outer walks, which are edged with a long row of shrubs. As the garden extends to the
east, the design becomes more naturalistic with a soft-edged oval shaped lily pond and irregularly
planted trees. Today, the pond has emergent water lilies and is surrounded by several weeping willow
trees. At the most easterly end of the garden, a curved row of seven concrete Prairie style benches [16]
completes the composition.

Although the level of landscape maintenance has varied over the years, the Chicago Park District has
restored the garden several times. In order to provide storage for landscape equipment, the park district
constructed a small one-story brick storage shed [17] on the south side of the garden in 1965. In recent
years, the integrity of the garden has been improved as the Chicago Park District has carefully restored
the architectural components (including the benches), repaired the lanterns, and replicated the large
Prairie style light fixture that hangs from the center of Flower Hall.

Another Prairie style element built during Jensen’s tenure was a gateway composed of two curved
pergolas that flanked the Marshall Boulevard entrance to the park. Originally composed of two sets of
concrete posts covered by wooden rafters, the curved pergolas stood on concrete platforms bordered by
curved concrete planters and reflecting pools [C]. Sometime after the mid-1950s, the pergolas were
razed. However, the concrete platforms remain and the old reflecting pools have long been used as
planters. In the 1990s, the Chicago Park District built new concrete and wooden structures [18] on the
original concrete platforms to convey a sense of the historic pergolas [D]. The new structures are only
one-sided however, and the wooden elements that top them are not true rafters. Despite the fact that the
pergolas weren't fully reconstructed, the curved entryway retains integrity because it has the original
curved concrete platform with steps and the curved planters at the street level.

Just north of the Marshall Boulevard entrance to the park is a meadow that was edged with native plants

8 Wim de Wit and William W. Tippens, “Prairie School in the Parks,” Prairie in the City: Naturalism in Chicago’s Parks, 1870- 1940,
Chicago History Museum, 1991, p. 37.
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during Jensen'’s time that is now a combination athletic field used for baseball, football and soccer. These
fields include backstops and goals and small bleacher structures. A recent addition to this large open
area is an artificial turf soccer field at the east side [20]. This is considered a noncontributing resource
because it has a large red, white, and blue logo. Adjacent to the artificial turf field is a comfort station [19].
Designed by in-house Chicago Park District architects, the brick Colonial style comfort station was built in
1936. The red brick building has been painted brown along its lower part and grey in its upper part. A
walled-in area extends along the west side of the building. At the north side of the athletic field, there is a
tennis court structure with 3 courts [21] that were installed after Douglas Park’s period of significance.

At the outer edges of the circuit drive, the perimeter of the park provides a buffer between the park and
the adjacent neighborhood. These areas have stretches of green space with informal grouping of canopy
and understory trees. North of Ogden Avenue, the perimeter landscapes on the east, west, and north
sides each include a playground to accommodate the area’s large population of young children. South of
Ogden Avenue, there is one playground on the east side [28] and one on the west side. The playground
on the west side [29] has a relatively new spray pool. There is also a playground on the north side of the
park [30] adjacent to W. Roosevelt Road.

There is a playground which also has a spray pool on the southwest side of the park [22]. These
features are located near the historic natatorium and running track [23]. Although the natatorium was
razed in the 1950s, the oval-shaped running track is extant. The oval running track is currently being
rehabilitated to include a rubberized running surface. There is an adjacent small brick comfort station
that was built sometime around 1970 [24].

On the southeast side of the park, there is a historic stable building [25]. Built soon after 1900, this
complex was originally known as the barn and service yard. Rectangular in plan, the structure has an
open courtyard that was once surrounded by horse stalls, with a hay loft at the upper level. Today, the
building serves as a landscape maintenance facility. Some of the original windows have been bricked in
and portions of the red brick building have been painted brown in response to continual problems with
graffiti. In recent years, some art panels were installed on some of the exterior walls as part of a
community arts project. A full sized basketball court [32] is located just northeast of the stable building.
The park’s fifth playground [31], which includes a spray pool, lies just north of the basketball court.

Throughout its history, Douglas Park has continuously provided recreational, cultural and educational
programs while retaining a strong degree of historic integrity. Despite all of the modern pressures placed
on this historic property, the park continues to convey its historic character and is like a tapestry
representing the work of many significant landscape designers and architects. It conveys much of its
historic layout, spatial characteristics, grading, design, feeling, location and setting. Improvements such
as the reproduction of historic light fixtures that have been placed throughout the park, the restoration of
the Flower Hall and the Formal Garden, as well as other landscape enhancements, such as the nature
area, have all helped recover the overall historic integrity of this valuable historic resource.

Gage Park

Gage Park is a 29-acre site, located on the south side of Chicago at the juncture between W. Garfield
Boulevard and S. Western Boulevard/Avenue. It was planned in 1869 as the southwesterly “elbow” of
the boulevard system. In 1873, the South Park Commissioners acquired 20 acres of land adjacent to the
intersection to develop the site into a park. In 1916, they added 9.75 additional acres to expand Gage
Park at its southwestern side. The property served as an important experiment in providing breathing
space and recreational facilities to its surrounding community, and helped inspire a nationally-influential
neighborhood parks movement.
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Over the years, Gage Park’s landscape has undergone modifications and the loss of some original fabric
in response to frequently changing community needs. Despite these changes, the landscape has good
integrity in terms of spatial relationships, views, historic configuration of paths and roads, and many
historic trees. In addition, the architectural features have a high degree of integrity. Overall, the property
retains a great deal of fabric dating from its period of significance, and it is primarily composed of
contributing features. In order to clearly describe Gage Park and show that it retains sufficient integrity to
be listed on the National Register of Historic Places, two corresponding plans and an aerial photograph
are submitted as part of this nomination in Attachment 7: the [A] a South Park Commission record plan of
1905, and [B] Plan of General Development by the South Park Commissioners’ in-house designers ca.
1925. Letter [C] is a 2008 Aerial Photograph.

Gage Park is composed of four major landscape areas straddling the intersection of S. Western
Boulevard/Avenue and W. Garfield Boulevard (which becomes W. 55" Street west of S. Western
Avenue). The northwestern landscape area, located between W. 54" Street and W. 55" Street, S.
Western Avenue and S. Artesian Avenue, has been largely composed of a ball field meadow [1] since the
early 1900s, when the commissioners made the first substantial improvements to the park [A]. This
meadow’s original rectangular configuration was squared off by the widening and straightening of W. 55
Street to accommodate the construction of the field house in the 1920s [B]. Today, this landscape area
[1] remains as an actively used ball field with two backstops. A flag pole [2] is located the middle of the
northern edge of the field, on axis with the entrance to the field house. Historically it was located in the
center of the field north of 55" Street, but sometime before 1974 it was moved to the edge [C].

Completed in 1928, the field house [3] was designed by South Park Commission in-house architects
under the direction of Chief Engineer Linn White. Inspired by the earlier field houses designed by D.H.
Burnham & Co. for the South Park Commission, the building is neo-classical in style and is constructed of
exposed-aggregate concrete. Facing north onto W. 55™ Street, the one-and-a-half story structure
measures 267’ long by 148’ wide. The field house is E-shaped in plan, with a center pavilion oriented
east to west that includes a large auditorium space extending to the south. Two one-story extensions
connect the center pavilion with outer wings that each house gymnasiums and locker room facilities.

The center pavilion has a hipped roof with three engaged gables at the primary facade. The roof,
originally clad in clay tile, is now covered with asphalt shingles. There are three arches articulated
beneath the gable ends. The center arch includes the front entrance flanked by sidelights and topped
with transom lights, as well as an arched window with multiple lights. The center arch is flanked by two
blind arches with a decorative motif rendered in the concrete. There are two double-hung windows with
outer fixed sidelights beneath the blind arches. Between these openings and the center doorway, there
are another pair of windows the match those beneath the blind arches. On the outer sides, there are two
pairs of double-hung windows without sidelights. Above each set of the windows is a medallion
expressed in the concrete. (These mimic similar medallions within the two blind arches.) There is a
scored pattern in the concrete surrounding the arches and medallions extending along the entire upper
level of the center pavilion. This elevation has a front terrace that retains its original concrete balustrade.
A wide set of stairs lead from the front doorway to the sidewalk below.

The field house’s two outer wings have gabled roofs on the north side that intersect with hipped roofs on
the south side of the building. The gable ends face the primary W. 55" Street facade. Unlike the
adjacent center pavilion, these outer facades are composed of unadorned concrete, without the scoring
or other ornamentation. Each of the outer wings has a segmental arched opening, housing a series of
double-hung windows. The east and west facades mimic some of the features of the center pavilion such
as the three engaged gables, arches, and scored patterning.
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The field house has many fine interior details. The lobby includes elegant terrazzo floors, original marble
counters and knee walls, ornamental plaster trim, and historic light sconces. The auditorium has
simplified classical elements molded into the concrete such as pilasters, stringcourses, and arches.
Within the recessed area of one of the auditorium arches, there is a 1931 mural by Tom Lea. Itis a
colorful scene with many explorers and pioneer families under a muted sky with a “symbolic figure
pointing the way and rendered in grisaille, a technique using various shades of gray."®

A second mural is located in an office adjacent to the lobby, which was historically used as an arts and
crafts room. Painted directly on the rough surface of the concrete, the artwork was rendered in a folk
style. The mural, which was most likely created by a Chicago Park District art class in the late 1930s,
depicts an Eastern European family in traditional dress standing near a large wagon. The father is
playing a violin, the daughter holds a doll, and the mother holds a pitcher, while the accoutrements of a
picnic lay near their feet.

Another space which includes unusual interior features is located in the basement of the field house.
Used as a classroom today, this room previously served as the headquarters for a military battalion. Two
sets of brown leather doors attest to this historic use of the room— one of them is labeled “Company A.”

Compared with other Chicago field houses, the Gage Park building has a remarkable number of intact
features, particularly within its interior. Overall, it retains a high degree of integrity. This is true even
though the concrete building has had some problems with cracking and spalling, its original exterior
surfaces have been painted light tan, and some inappropriate awnings have been installed along its
primary facade.

Directly south of the field house is the locker and changing room building [4]. Constructed in 1920, this
one story facility has a center building, two small outer buildings, and large open-air changing spaces.
The entire structure is concrete and has been painted the same neutral color as the field house. The
center building has a gable roof and handsome Greek Revival features—Doric columns, a simple frieze,
and a pediment above. Some of these elements are mimicked on the small outer buildings. Concrete
walls connect the three buildings and enclose the open-air changing spaces.

The locker and changing room structure [4] faces the rectangular swimming pool [5]. Although the
swimming has been repaired and modernized over the years, it is in the same location and configuration
as the original 1920 structure. Therefore, it has been deemed as a contributing feature. The swimming
pool is surrounded by concrete decking and has metal picket fencing on its east, west, and south sides.
On the west side, just south of the locker and changing room structure, chain link fencing encloses a
semi-circular area with a concrete wading [6] pool that was constructed in the 1980s. This pool [6], now
called a spray pool, is in disrepair and cannot be used in its present form, because current safety
standards require the use of spray pools instead of wading pools.

The boiler house [7] is located south of the swimming pool. Rectangular in plan, the building has a flat
roof. A tall cylindrical chimney-stack extends from the roof. Like the two other park buildings, the boiler
house is built of exposed aggregate concrete. It has rectangular window openings. The utilitarian
structure has minimal ornamentation, such as a simple frieze with medallions extending beneath the
eave.

A playground [8] lies just west of the boiler house. This area has been used as a children’s playground

9 Mary Lackritz Gray, A Guide to Chicago’s Murals, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001, p. 174.
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since the 1920s [B], but it has been updated many times. Today, this area has colorful playground
equipment installed on a rubberized surface, and is surrounded by trees and lawn and enclosed by metal
picket fencing.

North of the playground is a lawn area [9] that historically served as the women’s open air gymnasium
[B]. A straight path extending from W. 55" Street to W. 56™ Street separates the women’s open air
gymnasium and children’s playground area from tennis courts [10] and ball field [11]. This walkway is
lined on both sides with historic canopy trees. Originally, the walkway was the western boundary of the
park; however, Gage Park was extended westward to include an additional 9.75 acres in 1916.

To accommodate the extension, a street known as Gage Court [A] was converted to landscape. This
park extension project also involved razing a number of homes. The new area provided space for the
tennis courts [10] and ball field [11]. Four sets of tennis courts [10] and the ball field [11] were first
installed in 1920, when the swimming pool was also constructed. All four tennis courts remain in their
original locations. The ball field includes 3 baseball fields with back stops and small bleacher structures,
and a combination of soccer and football fields in the center. The ball field [11] is contiguous to Rachel
Carson Elementary School, a historic school building which is part of the Chicago Public School system.

The historic men’s outdoor gymnasium [12] is located east of the swimming pool. This area was created
in the 1920s [B]. It includes a running track [13], which follows its historic configuration. The track was
recently resurfaced with limestone screenings. Within the elliptical space, there are three athletic
rectangular blacktop spaces. These provide a basketball court [14], handball court [15], and a play slab
[16].

On the east side of S. Western Avenue, there are two landscape areas [17, 18]. One — south of W.
Garfield Blvd. [17] — provided space for lawn tennis in the early 1900s [A]. In recent decades, the area,
composed of lawn surrounded by trees and edged with a path, had been underutilized. To re-activate
this space, the Chicago Park District installed an artificial turf soccer and football field [17] in the center of
the lawn in 2012. It has a small bleacher structure and some flood lights. Although it is a new feature, it
does not have a major visual impact on the landscape.

The area north of W. Garfield Boulevard [18] historically featured a sunken garden that was created by
the South Park Commission’s in-house designers in the early 1900s [A]. The entire rectangular lawn area
sloped upward from the street level, and in the center of the lawn there was a rectangular sunken lily pool
with a pergola on its north side. The Chicago Park District began removing the lily pool and filling in the
entire area in 1960. Today, the topography is still higher than the street level and the area is a passive
green space.

In recent years, the Chicago Park District has undertaken a number of improvements that have enhanced
Gage Park’s historic integrity. This includes the conservation of Tom Lea’s auditorium mural in 2002 by
the Chicago Conservation Center. The historic running track [13] was recently resurfaced with limestone
screenings, and two sets of tennis courts [10] (which are contributing features) were resurfaced in 2008.
Today, Gage Park remains an important link to its community’s past while it also provides a vital
recreational center for Chicago’s south side.

McKinley Park

McKinley Park is a 69-acre site located on the South Side of Chicago between S. Damen Avenue and S.
Western Boulevard/Avenue and W. 37" St. and W. Pershing Rd. The site was first established by the
South Park Commissioners as an experimental 34-acre park in 1901. The original park, located between
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S. Western Boulevard/Avenue and S. Leavitt St., proved to be such an immediate success that the
commissioners expanded it eastward in 1906. (Although this was a 40-acre extension, several acres
were later sacrificed when the S. Damen Avenue viaduct sliced through the park.) Like Gage Park,
McKinley Park has strong significance in social history as it helped inspire a nationally-influential
neighborhood parks movement.

Over the years, McKinley Park has undergone modifications and the loss of some original fabric in
response to changing community needs. Despite this, the property retains a great deal of fabric dating
from its period of significance. The landscape retains original paths, spatial relationships, views, historic
canopy trees, and much of the historic lagoon. In order to clearly describe McKinley Park and show that it
retains sufficient integrity to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places, three corresponding
plans and an aerial photograph are submitted as part of this nomination in Attachment 7. These include
the following: [A] South Park Commission Plan of 1905, [B] South Park Commission Plan of 1906, [C]
South Park Commission Plan of 1916, and [D], a 2008 Aerial Photograph.

When the 34-acre park was first laid out in 1901 by in-house South Park Commission designers, the ball
field [1] was planned as the central feature of the design. (Although the plan labeled as [A] dates to 1905,
a few years after the park was first established, it clearly illustrates the park’s original features.) The
experimental small park was built to be contiguous to S. Western Boulevard/Avenue, which was part of
the South Park System’s original boulevard system. The ball field [1] was composed of an open meadow
encircled by a walkway and edged with trees and shrubs in naturalistic groupings. This landscape
remained largely unchanged when the South Park Commissioners enlarged McKinley Park in 1906 [B].
Today, the ball field [1] and surrounding walkway [2] continue to retain a high degree of integrity. The ball
field includes backstops and bleachers that do not have a major visual impact on the landscape. The
walkway [2] closely follows its original configuration as do three circular lawn beds [3] that embellish
turning points southeast, southwest, and northwest sides of the loop. These features appear on the 1905
plan [A] and still remain today [D].

On the west side of the ball field, an oblong area historically served as a lawn tennis meadow [4] [A]. By
the late 1930s, the Chicago Park District had installed a paved rectangular slab with two units containing
four tennis courts [4] at the southern end of this meadow [D]. Just north of the tennis courts, there is an
artificial ice-skating rink [5]. Installed in 1996, the large structure has a rectangular footprint with
chamfered corners. Although deemed as a non-contributing feature, it is not very intrusive because of its
location on the far western edge of the landscape.

The Beaux Arts style William McKinley Monument [6] is located on the northwest corner of the park.
Installed in 1905, it is composed of a bronze figurative sculpture that stands on a large classically-
designed exedra. The artwork was produced by sculptor Charles J. Mulligan and architects Pond & Pond.
Mulligan executed a life-like portrayal of President McKinley in historically appropriate garb holding the
pages of a speech and leaning against a table or desk. The bronze sculpture stands on a base in the
center of the rectangular exedra. The base is mounted on two star-shaped granite slabs set at angles to
each other, with the lower slab resting on the floor of the exedra. Greek key fretwork adorns the upper
part of the base, with McKinley’s name, and birth and death dates inscribed below it. Five steps lead up
to the platform of the exedra, and at the other three sides, benches are tucked into the low walls. There
are six urns mounted along the top of the three-sided wall. In the late 1990s, the McKinley Monument
underwent a full conservation treatment. Although it retains good integrity, it has suffered some damage
from automobile accidents and improper graffiti removal.

Historically, the area on the northeast side of the ball field served as the children’s playground and
wading pool [A]. It had separate comfort stations for men and women [7] and an open shelter [8].
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Designed in 1901 and constructed by June of 1903%°, the two comfort stations were both north of the
shelter. Square in plan, they were composed of brick with three courses of cut stone at the foundation.
The buildings had hipped roofs clad in clay tile. Currently, only the original women’s comfort station
remains [7]. It was converted to serve both men and women in 1949. It is likely that the original men’s
comfort station was razed at that time. Today, the comfort station’s original stone and brick walls are
painted brown. The window openings remain; however, they have been boarded in, and the roof is now
clad in sheet metal. Despite these changes, the building’s form remains intact and conveys its historic
character.

The original shelter [8], which no longer exists, was constructed in 1903.** Rectangular in plan, the
structure was composed of piers of cut stone that were similar in appearance to the foundation of the
comfort stations. The floor of the shelter was made of exposed aggregate concrete with a fanciful
decorative motif that included the pattern of Greek key fretwork along the two ends. Although the shelter
was demolished in the mid-1960s, its floor was retained as a play slab. More than a century old, this
feature remains today [8] [D].

The original wading pool [9] was an irregularly shaped water feature with a sandy edge and a small
wooded island in the center [A]. When McKinley Park was extended eastward in 1906, a meandering
stream connected the wading pool area to the larger lagoon [B]. The wading pool and connecting stream
[9] remained until the late 1930s.1? The Chicago Park District at that time filled these waterways to
provide modern athletic amenities— a running track and a concrete wading pool—which were then later
removed sometime before 1961.13

In recent years, this area underwent another change to accommodate recreational needs. With the
increasing popularity of soccer in this park, the Park District determined that an artificial turf field would be
beneficial for park users. The Parkways Foundation raised funds for this amenity, and the artificial turf
field [10] was installed in 2008 [D]. The field includes two small bleachers. Its green surface blends in
well with the surrounding lawn. The existing soft surface playground [11] is slightly more obtrusive
because it has low walls that enclose the equipment [D].

Despite the changes in this area, the walkways that surround the historic children’s playground area
remain fully intact [2], as they generally are throughout the park. The original drive that extended along
the north and east sides of the park, however, no longer exists. Today, the entire northern perimeter
from the McKinley monument to S. Damen Avenue is composed of lawn and irregular groupings of
canopy trees. At the far eastern end of this perimeter there is a paved rectangular strip containing two
units of tennis courts, one with four courts and one with six courts [12]. The Park District has installed a
paved rectangular slab with two units containing four tennis courts [4] at the southern end of this meadow
[D]. Just north of the tennis courts, there is an artificial ice-skating rink [5]. Installed in 1996, the large
structure has a rectangular footprint with chamfered corners. Although deemed as a non-contributing
feature, it is not very intrusive because of its location on the far western edge of the landscape.

One of McKinley Park’s most visually compelling historic features is the lagoon [14], which dates to the
park’s 1906 expansion [B]. It originally connected to the earlier naturalistic wading pool by a narrow
stream. In its historic configuration, the main body of the lagoon was roughly U-shaped in form, with a

10 The comfort stations appear in numerous plans beginning with South Park Commission, Brighton Park, 1901 and they are also identifiable
in Chicago Daily News photographs dated June 13, 1903 in the collections of the Chicago History Museum ichicdn-0000581 and ichicdn-
000584.

11 McKinley Park Lagoon photograph shows the construction of the shelter dated June 13, 1903, Chicago History Museum ichicdn -0000580.
12 McKinley Park Rehabilitation Plan prepared by the Chicago Park District Landscape Design Section, April 7, 1939.

13 McKinley Park Location of Fixed Bleachers, Chicago Park District, 1961.
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wider expanse of water on the west end. The lagoon originally had five small wooded islands, and four of
those remain today. Historically, the lagoon had a soft edge of turf grass. The Chicago Park District
began stocking the lagoon in the 1940s to offer fishing in the park. This use contributed to problems with
the erosion of the lagoon’s banks.

Over the decades, as fishing became more popular, there was an increasing need for erosion control as
well as improved access for fisherman. In the 1990s and early 2000s, several different techniques were
used to accomplish this. Portions of the lagoon are now edged with concrete, while some areas have cut
stone walls, and others have a system that includes piles of stone obscured by emergent plants. Fishing
access is provided by a T-shaped pier on the southwest side of the lagoon and several platforms
throughout. The east side of the lagoon was filled in 1960 to accommodate the construction of the S.
Damen Avenue viaduct [D]. Despite this, the lagoon conveys its historic character and retains good
integrity.

Built in 1960, the S. Damen Avenue viaduct [15] is a major roadway that bisects the easternmost part of
the landscape. The remaining landscape area east of the roadway is composed of lawn and some trees
and is largely underutilized. Just west of the roadway is the remaining portion of an original meadow in
this area that was truncated by the viaduct project.

A small stretch of the walkway at the southeastern corner of the park is one of the few parts of the
original path system that has been changed in its configuration since the implementation of the 1906 plan
[B]. Despite the minor change here, it still leads to the historic plaza area [16] that is located along the
southernmost edge of the lagoon [14]. The plaza is composed of a stretch of walkway that is somewhat
wider than the rest of the path system. Marking each of its two ends is a circular paved area. The center
of each circle originally contained a fountain.

Along the south side of the plaza is a classically-designed low concrete wall, with portions that gently
curve at its two ends. The center of the wall has an opening with a set of stairs leading to the lawn area
to the south. A series of rectangular posts are built into the wall which support a row of concrete urns.
(Although there were originally urns along this wall, these are likely replacements dating to the early
1990s.) Backless concrete benches with wooden slatted seats line the wall.

The entire area was originally used as a concert space, allowing for bands to play on the plaza with
audiences sitting on the lawn to the south. The Chicago Park District rehabilitated the plaza [16] and its
concrete elements in the early 1990s. This included repairs to some of the original fabric, although much
of the work involved reconstruction. The lawn area [17] has been composed of turf and scattered trees
since the implementation of the 1906 plan [B].

The historic bathhouse [18] was one of McKinley Park’s original features. Beaux Arts in style, the one-
story building was designed by in-house South Park Commission architects. Composed of brick sheathed
in concrete panels, the building originally had a series of intersecting gable roofs clad in clay tile. Each of
its facades included simple classical elements such as engaged lonic columns, some of which sat on
Classically- designed posts, pilasters, an entablature, and pediments.

The original bathhouse [18] was composed of three connected pavilions— two of which were oriented
north-south and a center pavilion, oriented east-west. Its u-shaped configuration created a center
courtyard space. Originally, within this space there was a u-shaped peristyle with plants set into its flat
roof. The peristyle surrounded a small rectangular building that housed an office for the lifeguards. A
small boiler house was located east of the bathhouse. The bathhouse facilities provided changing rooms
and bathrooms for swimmers. Just north of the bathhouse, a naturalistic swimming pool extended from
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the courtyard space. This irregularly- shaped water feature, edged by sand, was designed to
accommodate 300 bathers.

Today, only the east side of the historic bathhouse [18] remains. The Chicago Park District filled in the
pool and demolished the two other sides of the building along with the boiler house, peristyle, and
lifeguard building in 1951. The bathhouse’s remaining portion was then renovated and used as a facility
for the Park District’s landscape maintenance department. In doing so, the Park District filled in some
doors and other openings with concrete blocks. In conjunction with this project, the area just to the east
was converted into a maintenance yard. After serving as a maintenance building and yard for more than
50 years, the facility was recently closed down by the Park District. Today, the future of the bathhouse is
uncertain. The area that was once occupied by the west pavilion of the bathhouse is now an asphalt
slab, providing for one unit of basketball courts containing three playing areas [19]. To the north, the site
of the original swimming pool is now a ball field [20].

The Chicago Park District constructed the existing swimming pool [21] in 1950. It occupies the former
men’s open air gymnasium area. It is a standard rectangular pool [21], surrounded by concrete decking.
Just to the east, the Chicago Park District installed a parking lot by the mid-1930s in the area that had
been the women’s open air gymnasium. The southwestern part of this parking lot [22] was converted into
an interactive water play area in 1998 [23]. It includes a shallow oval-shaped basin with colorful
equipment.

The boiler house [24] is located south of the water play area. Rectangular in plan, the building has a flat
roof. A tall cylindrical chimney-stack extends from the roof. The building is composed of exposed
aggregate concrete, which unlike the field house, retains its original unpainted exterior surfaces.

Built in 1916, the field house [25] was designed by South Park Commission architects under the direction
of Chief Engineer Linn White. The Beaux Arts design was inspired by the earlier field houses that had
been produced by D.H. Burnham & Co. for the South Park Commission. The building’s exposed-
aggregate concrete exterior is now painted pale beige. The roof, composed of a series of intersecting
gables, was originally clad in green clay tiles. Today, it is sheathed in green asphalt shingles. Despite
this and some other relatively minor changes such as an accessible ramp at the primary fagcade, and
original wooden doors that have been replaced with metal, the building retains strong integrity.

Facing north towards the ball field, the one-and-a-half story field house is E-shaped in plan, with three
large pavilions that are oriented north-south and two connecting pavilions extending east-west. The
center pavilion houses a large auditorium space, while the two end pavilions originally featured the men’s
and women’s gymnasiums.

The building’s front entrance is symmetrically placed in the center pavilion, within a tall elliptical arched
opening. Above the front doorway is a large transom following the form of the elliptical arch. It is divided
into three panels and has multiple lights configured in a Roman lattice motif. The arched opening is
flanked by two pairs of engaged lonic pilasters, each with a long rectangular window composed of three
lights oriented vertically. On both sides, the pilasters are capped by entablatures with Greek key fretwork
at the architrave and an ornate swag and urn detail in bas-relief at the frieze. Above the arched opening,
beneath the gable end, additional bas- relief ornamentation is larger in scale. This includes swags, bows,
torches, and a shield-like medallion in the center. At the end of the gabled roof, an overhanging eave
with brackets and dentils follows the roof-line.

Flanking the center pavilion are the connecting pavilions which extend east-west. These have
intersecting gable roofs with flat roofed extensions that project to the north. At the far east and west
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sides of the facades of the connecting pavilions, there are openings that provide porticoes for secondary
entrances. Each opening has a set of steps leading up to an entrance plaza. Both sets of steps are
flanked by Doric columns and classical balustrades. Adjacent to the openings are the flat roofed
extensions which have paired pilasters flanking double hung windows. Inthe 1990s, the Chicago Park
District created custom-designed metal security grills which cover these windows. There are small
decorative medallions above the pilasters and windows. Cornices extend along the roofline of both of the
connecting pavilions with balustrades above them.

The two end pavilions have identical north-facing facades. In the pediment space at the upper level of
each, there is bas-relief ornamentation depicting foliage and fruit. The ornamentation surrounds a
porthole window that is centered beneath the peak of the gable. A simple string course and a course of
dentils separate the pediment from the lower part of the fagade which is symmetrically divided by three
sets of window openings. The lower windows are fixed-casements with four lights. Between the lower
and upper windows, there is a concrete band with a simple circular architectural detail. The upper
windows mimic the lower ones; however, these are hopper windows allowing for ventilation. Four bas-
relief rosettes are symmetrically placed between the windows. Along the east and west exterior facades,
the upper and lower four-light windows are repeated. The rosettes and simple circular details also
appear on these facades.

North of the field house, the walkway [2] bounds the south end of the ball field [1]. This walkway pre-
dates the 1916 construction of the field house and has been a constant feature in each of the park’s
plans [A, B, C, and D]. It has been widened slightly over the years. Edging this walkway, there are a
number of formally planted historic canopy trees. There are also several old gingko trees located closer
to the field house [25]. On axis with the field house’s center pavilion, there is a shallow set of concrete
steps [26] that lead from the walkway [2] to the sunken ball field [1]. There is a flag pole [27] located just
to the north of the center point of these steps. A flag pole has been in this location at least since the
construction of the field house [C, D].

In recent years, the Chicago Park District has undertaken a number of improvements that have enhanced
McKinley Park without jeopardizing its historic integrity. These include several projects to address the
erosion of the lagoon’s banks and provide improved access for fishing. The new ice-skating rink [5] and
artificial turf field [10] have also served the area’s recreational needs without creating a detrimental
intrusion to the historic landscape. Although McKinley Park’s landscape was affected by the construction
of the 1960 S. Damen Avenue viaduct [15], it continues to strongly convey its historic character.

PARKS IN THE CHICAGO PARK BOULEVARD SYSTEM HISTORIC DISTRICT ALREADY LISTED
ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER

The following parks, which are included in the system, have already been listed on the National Register.
A detailed description can be found in the relevant individual historic district nominations as well as the
Multiple Property Nomination, The Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District. These already-listed
parks are included in this nomination for reference.

Jackson Park

Jackson Park was listed on the National Register in 1972 as part of the Jackson Park Historic Landscape
District and Midway Plaisance nomination.** The 593- 