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In the long history of man, countless empires and nations have come 
and gone. Those which created no lasting works of art are reduced 
today to short footnotes in history’s catalog. Art is a nation’s most 
precious heritage. For it is in our works of art that we reveal to 
ourselves, and to others, the inner vision which guides us as a 
Nation. And where there is no vision, the people perish. 

“ “
– President Lyndon B. Johnson, September 29, 1965 on the signing of the  
   Arts and Humanities Bill which established the American Film Institute1

1 Johnson, Lyndon B. “Remarks at the Signing of the Arts and Humanities Bill” (speech, Washington DC, September 29, 1965),  
   The American Presidency Project. http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=27279 



A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  E N C Y C L O P E D I C  V O L U M E S

• First published in 1971 

• First decade researched was 1921–1930 

• University of California Press 



A F I  C A T A L O G  P U B L I C A T I O N S

Film Beginnings, 1893–1910 (2-volume set) 
Compiled by Elias Savada, University Presses of America, 1995   
ISBN # 0-8108-3021-3

1,761 pages 
17,752 entries

AFI Catalog of Feature Films, 1911–1920  (2-volume set) 
Edited by Patricia King Hanson, University of California Press, 1988   
ISBN # 0-520-06301-5

1,557 pages 
5,189 entries

AFI Catalog of Feature Films, 1921–1930  (2-volume set) 
Edited by Kenneth Mundin, University of California Press, 1998 (reprinted from 1971 edition)  
ISBN # 0-0520-20969-9

1,653 pages 
6,606 entries

AFI Catalog of Feature Films, 1931–1940 (3-volume set) 
Edited by Patricia King Hanson, University of California Press, 1993   
ISBN # 0-0520-07908-6

3,887 pages 
5,525 entries

AFI Catalog of Feature Films, 1941–1950 (3-volume set) 
Edited by Patricia King Hanson, University of California Press, 1999   
ISBN # 0-0520-21521-4

3,982 pages 
4,315 entries

AFI Catalog of Feature Films, 1961–1970 (2-volume set) 
Edited by Richard Krafsur, University of California Press, 1997   
ISBN # 0-0520-20970-2

2,244 pages 
5,774 entries

Within Our Gates: Ethnicity in American Feature Films, 1911–1960 
Edited by Alan Gevinson, University of California Press, 1997   
ISBN # 0-0520-20964-8

1,571 pages 
2,464 entries



The AFI Catalog provides a statistical population against which film 
survival rates can be reliably calculated. “

“

– Library of Congress, National Film Preservation Board2

2 Neville, Annette, Simon, Scott, “Report of the Librarian of Congress, Film Preservation 1993:  A Study of the Current State of American Film 
Preservation,” Washington, DC: Library of Congress, 1993. Accessed March 13, 2017. https://www.loc.gov/programs/national-film-preservation-
board/preservation-research/film-preservation-study/current-state-of-american-film-preservation-study/ 

3 Turan, Kenneth, “The Whole Enchilada,” Los Angeles Times, November 14, 1999.  Accessed March 13, 2017. http://articles.latimes.com/1999/
nov/14/books/bk-33201/2 

Nothing less than an authoritative Oxford English Dictionary of 
American Film…an irreplaceable contribution to American Film. “
“

– Kenneth Turan, Los Angeles Times3



A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  A C C E S S

AFI.com



A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  B A C K E N D  U X

Login Page



Browse By Title 
Sample search for THE GODFATHER 

A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  B A C K E N D  U X



Title and Physical Properties

A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  B A C K E N D  U X



Alternate Title & Personal and Company Name Index

A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  B A C K E N D  U X



A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  B A C K E N D  U X

Production Screen Credits and Literary Sources



Literary Authors and Cast

A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  B A C K E N D  U X



Genre and Subject Headings

A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  B A C K E N D  U X



Summary and Note

A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  B A C K E N D  U X



Note Credits and Source Citations

A F I  C A T A L O G  O F  F E A T U R E  F I L M S :  B A C K E N D  U X



Internal Notes and Display View
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N E W  D A T A B A S E  A R C H I T E C T U R E

Microsoft Azure SQL Platform-as-a-Service

ISAN



M E T A D A T A  R E L A T I O N S H I P S

Agent Relationships to the Work

Work

Person  
Agent

Agent Activity

Company  
Agent

MetaData

Agent Activity



H A R R I S O N  F O R D S

=/



A G E N T  D I S A M B I G U A T I O N :  R I C H A R D  B U R T O N



I N V I T A T I O N  T O  V I S I T  A F I

22

      AFI Campus in Los Angeles 
      Sarah Blankfort Clothier 

sclothier@afi.com 
1-323-856-7752




