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Race and Ethnicity 
Updated Response Options 



Race and Ethnicity

 Race- describes physical traits and 
may also be identified as something 
you inherit 

 Ethnicity- refers to cultural traits and 
is something that is learned

This is important for:
• Understanding trends in the 

COVID-19 pandemic 
• Ensuring the wellbeing of racial 

and ethnic minority groups

NHSN classifies race according to the 5 races included in the Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) issued 
Revisions to the Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity

Revisions to the Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity | The White House 
(archives.gov)

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/omb/fedreg_1997standards#:%7E:text=The%20revised%20standards%20will%20have%20five%20minimum%20categories,%22Hispanic%20or%20Latino%22%20and%20%22Not%20Hispanic%20or%20Latino.%22


NHSN Race and Ethnicity Data Field Options 

 Race
• American Indian/Alaska 

Native
• Asian
• Black or African American
• Native Hawaiian/Other 

Pacific Islander
• White

 Ethnicity
• Hispanic or Latino
• Not Hispanic or Not Latino



NHSN Race and Ethnicity Data Field Options 
 Race

• American Indian/Alaska Native
• Asian
• Black or African American
• Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander
• White
• Declines to Respond
• Unknown

 Ethnicity
• Hispanic or Latino
• Not Hispanic or Not Latino
• Declines to Respond
• Unknown



Locations of the New Response Options



Multiplex device 
Result Reporting



Multiplex Devices 

 Provide multiple test results from 1 specimen
 Examples of other pathogens 

– Influenza Virus
– Parainfluenza Virus
– Respiratory Syncytial Virus
– Human Pneumometavirus



Multiplex Devices 

 Provide multiple test results from 1 specimen
 Examples of other pathogens 

– Influenza Virus
– Parainfluenza Virus
– Respiratory Syncytial Virus
– Human Pneumometavirus

Up to now the NHSN POC Tool has only allowed reporting of the 
SARS-CoV-2 result from these devices.  



POC Test Results 



BD Veritor System



Test results









SARS-CoV-2 POC Devices 

 Antigen Tests
• Test for the presence of the 

organism causing disease 

 Antibody Tests
• Test for body’s reaction to 

exposure to the virus
• Not necessarily active 

disease
• Different antibodies are 

produced at different stages 
of exposure

• Some devices produce 
separate results for separate 
types of antibody



Reporting SARS-CoV-2 Antibody Results in NHSN

 Currently
– Devices reporting both IgG and 

IgM results will be listed as 2 
separate devices

Future Date to be Determined:
Devices reporting both IgG and    
IgM results will be listed as single 
device with option to report a 
result for

• IgG
• IgM



Group Users



Group Users









Enhanced Sorting POC 
Device List









Often Overlooked NHSN Resources







POC FAQ Document 





For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Please email your questions to:
NHSN@cdc.gov

Include in your subject line “POC  test reporting”

mailto:NHSN@cdc.gov
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