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Annex

NOTE VERBALE NO. 44 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATION OF THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION TO THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT,

DATED 7 OCTOBER 2021

PERMANENT REPRESENTATION
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
TO THE ORGANISATION FOR THE

PROHIBITION
OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS

Ne

44

The Permanent Representation of the Russian Federation to the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) presents
its compliments to the Technical Secretariat of the OPCW (hereinafter,
“the Secretariat™) and, with reference to Note Verbale No. 093/2021, dated
5 October 2021 from the Permanent Representation of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the OPCW on behalf of
45 countries, has the honour of requesting that a copy of this note verbale
and the enclosed documents (Attachment 1 and Attachment 2) be provided
to the Permanent Representation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland in the course of responding in accordance with
paragraph 2 of Article IX of the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and
on their Destruction (hereinafter, “the Convention”).

The Permanent Representation also has the honour
of requesting that a copy of this note verbale and the enclosed
documents (Attachment 1 and Attachment 2) be provided to

TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT
ORGANISATION FOR THE PROHIBITION
OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS

The Hague
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the Permanent Representations of the Federative Republic of Germany,
the French Republic, and the Kingdom of Sweden to the OPCW in
accordance with paragraph 2 of Article IX of the Convention. The Russian
Federation notes the importance of substantive responses to the questions
on the subject raised in its previous communications (enclosed) to the
Federal Republic of Germany, the French Republic, and the Kingdom of
Sweden in full compliance with the requirements of Article IX of the
Convention, substantively and according to deadline. The Russian side
finds the response received from the German side (No. 32/2020, dated
2 October 2020, enclosed) unsatisfactory. Responses from the French and
Swedish sides within the framework of requests under Article IX of the
Convention were not received by the Russian Federation at all, which is a
direct violation by said countries of their obligations under the
Convention.

The Russian Federation proceeds from the fact that in line with the
provisions of the Convention, substantive responses to all of the questions
raised by the Russian side previously and in Attachment 1 should be
provided no later than within 10 days, i.e., no later than 16 October 2021,
and requests that the Secretariat oversee the fulfilment by the Federal
Republic of Germany, the French Republic, and the Kingdom of Sweden
of their obligations under paragraph 2 of Article IX of the Convention.

The Permanent Representation further reminds the Secretariat of the
absence of any response from its side to the Permanent
Representation’s Note Verbale No. 29, dated 27 July 2021.
The Russian side strongly requests that the Secretariat provide

the video materials in its possession, which should have been recorded
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by Secretariat specialists, first when collecting biological samples from
A. A. Navalny at the Charité clinic in Berlin, and later when they were
split and tagged in The Hague for their transfer to laboratories designated
by the Secretariat in order to conduct research, and to report any other
actions of the Secretariat within the framework of providing technical
assistance to the Federal Republic of Germany regarding the incident with
A. A. Navalny, a citizen of the Russian Federation. This information is
highly important in terms of the pre-investigation review carried out by
Russian law enforcement bodies as set out in the legislation of the Russian
Federation, aimed at identifying potential signs of a crime and, if such
exist, opening a criminal case.

The Permanent Representation also requests that the Secretariat
immediately circulate a copy of this note and the enclosed documents
(Attachment 1 and Attachment 2) among all States Parties and publish
them on the OPCW website and the Catalyst network as an official
document of the Ninety-Eighth Session of the Executive Council of the
OPCW.

The Permanent Representation avails itself of the opportunity to
renew to the Secretariat the assurances of its very highest considerations.

Encl.: 231 pp.

[official seal of the Embassy of Russia in the Netherlands]
The Hague, 07 October 2021
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